





























































































































































































































I CANNOT believe
she asked if we

You go out for a month
and she suddenly thinks
voiui're soul mates!

As if she was actually
something special...
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Domum Dulcis Domus

Home, sweet...
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L.. bit you... and killed you...
but now vou're here... and...




In this anthology, which our students have decided to call DUE YESTERDAY
Comics, Professors Mike Mosher and Janice Wolff have designed a collaborative
project that brought students from English and Art together to create comics.

The process is useful beyond the classroom, as SVSU Art and English students
worked together to write and illustrate their stories. Such engagement benefits
them as they prepare for the workplace; the project deepens their visual literacy,
and will increase their abilities to transfer skills from one academic discipline to
another. This collaborative Art and English project fills a gap in students’
academic experiences, for no student club or organization provides this kind of
experience. Students built skills appropriate to the workplace, working to meet
professional deadlines, developing and carrying a project through, which
culminated in a product suitable to their employment portfolios.

The stories collected here were written during Winter 2011 semester by students
in Prof. Wolff's English 212.02 and 212.08: Graphic Novels classes. The comics
were written in a variety of common comics genres: comedy, super-hero or
heroine, history, romance, or even noir, reflecting the students’ interests. The
class studied the contemporary graphic novels of Marjane Satrani, Joe Sacco,
Art Spiegelman and other notable creators in this long form of comics literature.

The stories were then selected and illustrated by the students in Prof. Mosher’s
Art 390: Comics, Cartoon lllustration, and Visual Narrative. The class studied
the evolution of the comics, internationally and in the United States, from
newspaper comics at the end of the nineteenth century, through mainstream
(Kirby"), underground (Crumb!) and independent (Hernandez Brothers!) comics
books, finally Japanese manga and web comics.

The comic book builds on the success of the 64-page MAD DASH Comics,
published by Prof. Mosher's Art 390/CDM 590 Comics, Cartoon lllustration and
Visual Narrative class in Spring 2009, as well as previous comic books by
students produced in an Art 499 Independent Study context. This semester’s Art
students have demonstrated their skills in visualizing the content of others, and
English students now have a work that shows the imaginative richness of their
creative writing.

The project helped our students to understand real-world work experiences, as
well as to deepen their understanding of the importance of inter-disciplinary work
and communication. The first third of Winter 2011 semester, students in English
212 drafted story ideas, created dialogue, plot, and character. In a voting process
their stories were narrowed to their best, and out of those, the Art 390 students
selected those that spoke to them as the basis for their comics. You hold in your
hands the results.



Studies have shown that extra-curricular projects such as this one, where
students work across disciplinary lines and with others of various degrees of
completion of their college experience, across age groups, and in a rich
multiethnic, multicultural environment, serves retention, increases graduation
rates. It is also shown to improve hiring rates after graduation. Students
collaborated across disciplinary lines, to learn the ways in which image and text
support and extend each other. Students in English extended their experience of
the art world and social media, and the students in Art expanded their knowledge
of textual studies and writing for wider audiences. Expectations from prospective
employers are that students have versatility and virtuosity in image and text and
students who have had this experience will have those perspectives as they
market themselves. Beyond this, the culture of the Great Lakes Bay region will
benefit from the heartfelt stories that have being told in illustrated form, a fine
showcase of SVSU student literary and artistic creativity.

Now that our university has given us the tools to foster all that, just sit back on
your favorite chair, under a good light...and enjoy the comics!

—Mike Mosher and Janice Wolff, March 31, 2011
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