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Social Networking

Â Social Network Participation:

Â http://www.myspace.com/ - 100+ million

Â http://www.facebook.com/ - 52 million

Â http://www.youtube.com/ - 100+ million per day

Â http://www.flickr.com/ - 5.1 million

http://www.myspace.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.flickr.com/


Changing World Of Admissions

Â ACT ïOver 4 million names purchased

Â Blogs

Â Electronic Communications

Â Internet / Homepages / Virtual Tours

Â Online Applications

Â Edu / Connect

Â Demonstrated Interest

Â E-mail / Voicemail / Text Messaging

Â Palm Pilots



Who is the BEST??



Quotes
Â ñ______ is large enough to provide a range of academic 

choices, yet small enough to offer students close contact 
with dedicated teaching faculty.ò

Â ñYou will know your professors personally and interact 
with them in small classes and co-curricular events.ò

Â ñWe are large enough to offer a wide variety of excellent 
academic programs, yet small enough so students receive 
personal attention from faculty and staff.ò

Â ñ_______ gives a personalized, student centered education 
typical of many private colleges at a fraction of the cost.ò



THE BEST COLLEGE 

IS THE

ñBEST MATCHòé

PERIOD!



EIS ïEnrollment Information Service

Â ACT average composite= 20

Â Top programs of study selected:

Â Health Sciences (60)

Â Undecided (47)

Â Business (45)

Â Social Sciences (29)

Â Education (25)

Â Top institutions sent to:

Â SVSU (146)

Â CMU (126)

Â Delta (126)

Â MSU (110)

Â U of M ïAA (60)

Â WMU (58)

Â The rest receive 30 

scores or less

ñWhat I Know About Your Schoolò

Heritage H.S.



Student Expectations About College
Â 82% of teens plan to attend college full time

Â 57% plan to live on campus; 30% plan to live off-campus

Â 59% plan to attend a public institution; 19% a private institution; 15% 

a two-year institution

Â 44% prefer a smaller college (less than 5,000 students)

Â 79% prefer a moderate campus community ; 13%prefer a liberal 

campus community; 8% a conservative campus community

Â 62% plan to attend college within four hours of their home

Â 87% believe that a college education is more important than a high 

school diploma; 86% believe that college provides better job options



Purpose of College
Qualities % Extremely Important
ÁFind a career path you will enjoy 81%

ÁGain the training needed for your first job 72%

ÁReceive a well-balanced education 70%

ÁGain real-world experience 56%

ÁFind direction for the future 54%

ÁGain maturity 47%

ÁDevelop leadership skills 42%

ÁEmbrace a love of learning 35%

ÁMake lasting friendships 33%

ÁInteract with people of different backgrounds and cultures 28%

ÁDiscover spiritual or religious guidance 17%

ÁStudy a liberal arts focused curriculum 14%



Important College Attributes
Attribute % Extremely Important

ÁSchool offers a strong program in what I want to study 73%

ÁQuality of faculty as teachers and mentors 66%

ÁGraduates get good jobs/into good graduate programs 62%

ÁQuality of academic facilities (classrooms, labs, etc.) 51%

ÁAmount of financial aid available (including scholarships) 45%

ÁOverall academic reputation 44%

ÁSafety of the campus 46%

ÁCost to attend 39%

ÁThe people on campus are welcoming and friendly 38%

ÁPersonal attention from faculty and staff 37%

ÁThe school offers a fun college experience 35%



Student Fears About College
Â Academic Rigor

ñCollege is scary because itôs not the same as high school. Itôs bigger and 

more work. My teachers said that in college you have to be really into it 

because the instructors donôt really care if you go to class or not. So it 

seems scary.ò

Â Financing

ñI think what is most worrisome is the financial stuff. It would be very 

difficult to pay a lot of money for college. Iôm really relying on financial 

aid and scholarships to get me through college.ò

Â Roommates

ñI am absolutely convinced I will have the roommate from hell! Thatôs just 

my luck!ò

ñI keep thinking about dorm rooms and how thatôs going to be. Two people 

are in a room and two rooms share one bathroom.ò



Campus Visits
Â Do you plan to tour colleges before applying?

Yes - 85%     No - 15%

ÂVisits completed by Fall Senior Yearé

Â None ï 34%

Â One ï 17%

Â Two ï 20%

Â Three to Five ï 24%

Â Six to Ten ï 4%

Â Ten ï 1%



Reasons for not visiting

ÂToo far away 22%

ÂAlready know where I want to go 17%

ÂCanôt afford to 13%

ÂDonôt know 13%

ÂNot enough time 13%

ÂWill tour once accepted 9%

ÂVisited informally before 9%

ÂDonôt want to 4%



Helpful Information Sources
Â Campus Visit 82%

Â Course Catalog  60%

Â Admissions Rep 54%

Â Website 53%

Â Fin Aid Brochure 50%

Â Viewbook 44%

Â Talk w/ Current Students 44%

Â Phone Calls 37%

Â Emails 32%

Â College Guidebooks 27%

Â Ranking Guides 19%



78% Value College Degree

56%   Value a 4-Year Degree

14% Value a 2-Year Degree 

14% Value a Trade School

4%     No Preference

Parents view on college



Parentsô College Search Activities
% said YES they did

Â Discussed colleges with other parents 87%

Â Visited college web sites 74%

Â Consulted high school guidance counselors 69%

Â Visited with current students 59%

Â Toured a campus 54%

Â Viewed college marketing materials 53%

Â Talked with an admissions counselor 48%

Â Consulted college guidebook such as Petersons 44%

Â Visited a prospective college more than once 35%

Â Visited with professors 28%

Â Sat in on a class 12%



Most Important Attributes To Parents
Qualities %Very Important

Â Safety of the campus 81%

Â Quality of the program your child is interested in 76%

Â Quality of faculty members as teachers and mentors 68%

Â Overall academic reputation 68%

Â Graduates get good jobs/accepted into good grad schools 64%

Â Faculty members are experts in their field of study 62%

Â Quality of academic facilities 60%

Â Amount of personal attention from faculty and staff 55%

Â The people on campus are welcoming and friendly 52%

Â Quality of campus amenities 29%

Â Opportunities for community service 25%

Â School is close enough for your child to commute 24%

Â Variety of on-campus activities available 22%

Â The school has a religious affiliation 22%

Â Availability of intercollegiate affiliation 16%

Â There are things to do off-campus 10%



Top Influences for a student
Sophomore Junior Senior

Parents 60% 75% 78%

HS Counselor 30% 31% 40%

HS Teacher 16% 19% 17%

Relative 5% 12% 11%

Friend 4% 10% 10%

Friend of Parent 3% 6% 7%

No One 15% 8% 5%



Top choice already selected
Yes No

Sophomore 47% 53%

Junior 64% 36%

Senior 72% 28%

By Fall Senior Year, ¾ of students already have a top choice



Number of College Choices

Colleges Junior Senior

1 6% 5%

2 16% 8%

3-5 53% 62%

6-10 12% 16%

10+ 4% 5%

Unsure 9% 3%



The State of Michigan

Â 15 Public Universities ï50%

Â 28 Community Colleges ï34%

Â 58 Private Universities ï16%

Â Out of State ï8%

Where Do Students Go?



Â 56% of students stay within 100 miles from home

**  Less than two hours drive away

Â 30% of students stay within 250 miles from home

Â 7% of students stay within 750 miles from home

Location



V 28% of students take some type of remedial education in 

their first year

V 16% of students will fail at least one course during their 

first year

V 33% of students that start a 4-year degree donôt return to 

the same school after their first year

V 34% of students completed their 4-year degree while 

attending 3 or more colleges

V 50% of students start a 4-year college, but donôt graduate 

in 6 years

V 47% of students attending college are over 25 years of age

Realities



Ç National savings for college = < $5,000

Ç 82% of families save less than that

Ç 1980 ïstudent average debt (federal loans) = $2,500

Ç 2008 ïstudent average debt (federal loans) = $19,000

Ç 25% of students at state universities qualify for pell 
grants

Cost



Â COA= Cost of 

Attendance

Â SAR = Student Aid 

Report

Â EFC= Expected Family 

Contribution

Calculating Your Expenses

Estimated COA $

Scholarship

Grant

Loan

Other: 

Difference $

Loans: Student, Parent, 

Alternative, Subsidized, 

or Unsubsidized

Work Study: On-campus

Grants: Pell, SVOG

Scholarships: Academic, 

Athletic, Musical, 

Private, or Merit

*Only 3% apply online 

for the FAFSA form



Year Students Amount

2000 3,103 $13,615,336

2008 5,266 $37,810,063

Year Students Amount

2000 109 $465,591

2008 272 $1,970,681

Year Students Amount

2000 69 $277,862

2008 538 $3,990,964

FEDERAL 

STAFFORD LOANS

PARENT PLUS 

LOANS

ALTERNATIVE LOANS
83% of freshmen took out above federal


