
as their measuring stick. 
Leadership has many, many 

looks. Honesty, bravery, 
fairness, sincerity, principle, 

tolerance, gutsiness and 

common sense are among 

them. So is a sense of com-
munity, allowing your oppo-

nents and subordinates to 
keep their dignity, the ability 

to inspire, the desire to help 
and the gift  

of getting people to follow 

you because they want to. 

These are some of the quali-

ties we seek in our political 
candidates, and they are 

some of the qualities we will 
seek in you in the not-too-

distant future ð no matter 
what you do in life. 

 

Robert H. Handeyside 

Editorial Page Editor 

The Saginaw News; 

Bridge Center for Racial 

Harmony 

T alk about timing. 

This Saginaw County Youth 

Leadership Institute class is 
convening when leadership 

is the focus of everyone in 

America ð picking the 
president of the United 

States. We all would do 
well to watch and listen to 

the candidates ð what do  
they say, how do they say it, 

are their ideas believable, 
can they lead? 

The importance of the an-
swers to those questions is 

staggering. It has, obvi-
ously, global implications. 

But it has some local and 
personal implications too. 

These candidates, for the 

most part, are close to the 
end of their leadership ca-

reers. You, as Youth Insti-
tute members, are just at the 

beginning. You can learn 
from them, maybe not in a 

quest for the U.S. presidency 
ð although no one should 

ever rule that out ð but to 
apply it to city, township, 

county and state positions in 

government. Or maybe in 

business. Or education. Or 
the military. Or your family. 

Or simply in any number of 
the many forks in the road 

you will face. 
Hereôs what leadership isnôt: 

Leadership isnôt ego, but 

rather the courage and confi-

dence to take charge.  Lead-

ership isnôt an Ivy League 
education. Schooling cer-

tainly helps, but an eager-
ness to learn is sufficient. 

Leadership isnôt a desire to 
always be liked or to be part 

of the popular crowd, but 
rather a willingness to buck 

the status quo when you  
know youôre right. And 

leadership isnôt money, even 
though most people use that 
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S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  O F  
I N T E R E S T :  

18 High Schools from 
Saginaw County 

48 High School  
Students participating 

27 High School Juniors 
and 21 High School 
Seniors 

16 Saginaw Valley State 
University Mentors 

4  on-campus  
leadership events 

2 service projects 

12 professional  
facilitators 

3 professional advisors 

156 High School Stu-
dent SCYLI graduates 

121 graduated mentors 

A Message from 

Dr. Mamie T. Thorns 
Special Assistant to the President for Diversity Programs 

T he Saginaw County Youth Leadership Institute hosted once again another powerful 

session on January 25, 2008, centered around diversity dialogue and a legislative session.  

This newsletter captures some of the pictures and reflections from Legislators, elected offi-
cials, facilitators and students.  Our sincere thanks to all who participated and contributed to 

the success of this session.  Their presence and participation truly made a difference!   

 

In this newsletter, we also welcome our guest writer from the Bridge Center for Racial Har-
mony, Mr. Robert H. Handeyside, who shares his thoughts on youth leadership. 



P A G E  2  

I t may be several years before our high school and college students fully realize the value 

and significance of the January 25 Youth Leadership Institute Legislative Session. As SCYLI 

students sat elbow-to-elbow with state senators, state representatives, judges, county commis-
sioners, legislative representatives, a Congressman, a mayor, and the Lieutenant Governor of 

Michigan, they shared their stories and learned a great deal about each other. 
 

I believe the most important lesson students learned was that elected officials are people just 
like them. They are approachable and personable. Students learned that many of them came 

from humble beginnings, and they learned what motivated them to pursue careers in public 
service, as well as how they got there. 

Legislative Reflections  

Legislators/ 

Elected Officials 

Commissioner Thomas Basil 

Lt. Governor John Cherry 

Judge Terry Clark 

State Rep. Andy Coulouris 

Commissioner James Graham 

Commissioner Cheryl Hadsall 

Chris Hennessy (U.S. Senator Stabenow) 

Judge Kyle Higgs-Tarrant 

State Rep. Kenneth Horn 

Judge M. Randall Jurrens 

State Senator Roger Kahn 

U.S. Rep. Dale Kildee 

Jim Lewis (U.S. Rep Kildee) 

Judge Patrick McGraw 

State Rep. John Moolenaar 

Commissioner Michael OôHare 

Mayor Joyce Seals 

Ryan Tarrant (U.S. Rep. Camp) 

Lt. Governor John Cherry  

State Rep. John Moolenaar 

State Rep. Kenneth Horn 

Judge Patrick McGraw &  

Dr. Nancy Lewis 

Chris Hennessy (Stabenowôs Office) 

Thank you for  
attending!  

 
Legislative Luncheon  

January 25, 2008  

State Senator Roger Kahn State Rep. Andy Coulouris 

Perhaps these stories sparked an interest for some of our students and encouraged them to 

persevere toward those goals that might have before seemed unattainable. Perhaps theyôll 
reach out to their elected officials for additional advice and support. That is our hope. If 

even one student was inspired to reach a little higher, the day will have been worthwhile. 
 

Our hats are off to the elected officials who took the time to join our students for lunch and 
conversation. I believe it was a day that they will often recall as they mature into adulthood 

and their chosen careers. 

Dr. Nancy Lewis 

Consultant, SCYLI 

U.S. Representative Dale Kildee 

Mayor Joyce Seals 


