
2007-08 Saginaw County Youth Leadership Institute Mentors and Mentees 

The Saginaw County Youth Leadership Institute hosted another successful 

program on November 1, 2007.   Although this session was titled Youth En-

trepreneur Day, the participants were able to apply the success tips they 

learned to many different career goals.  The sessions, led by young entrepre-

neurs who have experienced tremendous success in the business world by the 

age of 25, outlined the stops necessary to become successful in all walks of 

life.  Some of the presenters had already made millions of dollars.  The par-

ticipants were challenged to take these same steps to accomplish whatever 

goals they have set in their own lives.  Interactive sessions pushed students to 

think creatively and to believe in themselves. 

 

This newsletter highlights some of the Extreme Entrepreneurship Sessions, as 

well as our Adopt-A-Family Holiday Wish List service project.   The com-

ments from the mentees and mentors tell the story of the meaning of giving 

back during the holiday season.  We think you will enjoy reading them.   

 

We want to especially acknowledge our students writers, Tami Snyder and 

Glynis Talley, who contributed the articles about Kwanzaa and Hanukkah.  

Please also make special note of the upcoming Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

events occurring around the community. 

 

We wish you good health, happiness, and peace during this blessed holiday 

season.  May you be touched by the stories our students tell. 
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S P E C I A L  P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

18 High Schools from Saginaw 

County 

48 High School  

Students participating 

27 High School Juniors and 21 

High School Seniors 

16 Saginaw Valley State Univer-

sity Mentors 

4  on-campus  

leadership events 

2 service projects 

12 professional  

facilitators 

3 professional advisors 

156 High School Student SCYLI 

graduates 

121 graduated mentors 

A Message from 

Dr. Mamie T. Thorns 
Special Assistant to the President for Diversity Programs 

Happy Holidays! 



Extreme Entrepreneurship Session  

In coordination with SVSUôs 

College of Business & Manage-

ment and the Extreme Entrepre-

neurship Tour, the second 

SCYLI campus session was 

held on November 1, 2007, and 

was focused on Youth Entre-

preneurship.  The sessions were 

led by young entrepre-

neurs who have ex-

perienced tremendous 

success in the business 

world by the age of 25.  

Some have already 

made millions of dol-

lars.  The participants 

were challenged to use 

the same skills mod-

eled by the entrepreneurs to 

accomplish whatever goals they 

have set in their own lives.  

Interactive sessions pushed 

students to think creatively and 

to believe in themselves. 

According to Barbara Sageman, 

Special Assistant to the Dean 

for External Relations and 

Business Programs, ñThe Ex-

treme Entrepreneurship Tour 

gave high school students an 

opportunity to explore ideas 

they have about starting their 

own business, being creative 

and also learning from young 

entrepreneurs that have already 

built successful businesses.ò 

In additions to the SCYLI stu-

dents, SVSU invited 45 high 

schools and career centers from 

the surrounding six Mid-

Michigan counties, including 

Saginaw, Bay, Midland, Huron, 

Sanilac and Tuscola, to attend 

the presentations and interactive 

sessions.  The combined atten-

dance was 205 high school stu-

dents, teachers and administra-

tors. 

In preparation for the Extreme 

Entrepreneurship Tour, SCYLI 

students read the book I Said 

Yes! By Julie Silard Kantor.  A 

round table discus-

sion prior to the pres-

entations reinforced 

the messages brought 

to the students by the 

successful entrepre-

neurs. 

According to Sage-

man, ñThe feedback 

we have received 

regarding the success of the 

event has been overwhelming.  

There has already been discus-

sion on how we can repeat this 

event for next year.ò 

 

Dr. Nancy Lewis 

SCYLI Consultant  

Testimonies from the Youth Entrepreneurship Day  

The Entrepreneurship Day held at SVSU was a great experience for me.  There were many great speakers who 

gave excellent advice on entrepreneurship and the encouragement to go after our dreams and never give up.  The 

speaker I enjoyed most was Arel Moodie.  Arel gave us great advice on how to achieve our goals.  He said ñthink 

big and then think even bigger.ò  Arel showed me that if you go after your goals and dreams you will succeed in 

life.  Arelôs words really inspired me to go after my dreams and goals.  I want to thank Saginaw Valley State Uni-

versity for giving me the opportunity to be part of the Entrepreneurship Day.  It was great. 

Chad Morse 

Chesaning High School 

This is my first year as an SCYLI mentor and I must say that so far it has 

been an exciting and enjoyable experience.  Itôs amazing to see the poten-

tial in all the students coming from all over Saginaw County.  Itôs really 

been a pleasure talking to different mentees, finding out their future plans, 

and seeing how theyôve already shown leadership skills and qualities. 

This monthôs session focused on entrepreneurship and how a community 

can benefit from small businesses.  Many speakers said, ñIf youôre going 

to be an entrepreneur, you already know  it!ò  Entrepreneurship may not 

be for everybody, but everybody can get something out of it.  Small busi-

nesses offer new employment opportunities and can help a community to 

grow.  To be an entrepreneur, you need to be a risk taker and not be afraid 

to fail.  I encourage all the mentees out there to follow their dreams and 

get started today if they have hopes and aspirations of becoming a busi-

ness owner!  Iôm very excited to see how the following workshops are 

going to help shape our future leaders. 

 

Brandi Mason 

SVSU Mentor 



ñEverybody can be great, because everybody can serve.  You donôt have to have a college de-

gree to serve.  You donôt have to make your subject and verb agree to serve.  You donôt have to 

know about Plato and Aristotle to serve.  You donôt have to know Einsteinôs theory of relativity 

to serve.  You donôt have to know the second theory of thermodynamics to serve.  You only need 

a heart full of grace, and a soul generated by love.ò 

 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

ñDrum Major Instinctò February 4, 1968 

Adopt -a -Family Holiday  

Wish List Service Project  

P A G E  3  

Eight needy Saginaw 

County families are going 

to have a wonderful holi-

day season, thanks to the 

incredible efforts of the 

Youth Leadership Institute 

participants. On December 

5 students delivered toys, 

food, and clothing to the 

Student Life Center at 

SVSU and participated in 

a festive holiday wrapping 

party. What an amazing 

sight to see so many young 

people delivering and 

wrapping all of the items 

that they had collected for 

these families. 

 

In November the SCYLI 

students at each school 

were assigned a needy 

family from the United 

Way Holiday Wish List. 

Their challenge was to 

find a way to involve their 

schools and/or communi-

ties in collecting the 

needed items by December 

5. 

 

How did they do it? Some 

asked for monetary dona-

tions at their schools. 

Some solicited donations 

of the specific items re-

quested by the families. 

Some held competitions. 

Some went to merchants in 

the area and requested do-

nations. And many do-

nated out of their own 

pockets! 

 

These young people dem-

onstrated why they were 

chosen by their principals 

as leaders in their schools. 

They took the initiative to 

get the job done in what-

ever manner worked best 

for them. And they came 

through with enormous 

success. When all the 

wrapped gifts were piled 

in the center of the room, it 

was a sight to behold. The 

students deserve a pat on 

the back and a giant thank 

you from the community 

for caring about the needs 

of others. This unselfish 

act will make the holidays 

a joyous time in eight 

Saginaw County homes. 

Congratulations! 

 

Dr. Nancy Lewis 

Consultant, SCYLI 

ñItôs nice to know that 

weôre helping people 

in need and having fun 

doing it.ò 

Hillary Satkowiak 

Freeland High School 

ñIt feels wonderful to 

know that we were 

able to help a family in 

need for Christmas.ò 

Leah Gaeth 

Hemlock High School 

ñThis project was dif-

ficult at first, but our 

school devised a 

strong plan and our 

results were great in 

the end.ò 

Christine Janowiak 

Arthur Hill  

High School 


