




















Mapping literature informally
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to use relevant portions of their map for the cor nt. Despite these rules, the papers I receive vary
widely in content and many students seem to enjoy the opportunity to generate what they perceive as
a unique interpretation.

The key to this assignment is the lack of room for filler or unnecessary summary. Students may
devote just one or two sentences to summarizing the passage or plot in their paragraph. To reinforce
concise writing, I devote a day to work-shopping their papers—first close reading poor examples,
and then addressing their drafts. For the second step, students outline their own or their partner’s
draft, identifying the purpose of each sentence 1 the margins. Much like the maps of their passages,
these outlines provide them with a visual sense of where they may be summarizing too much and
analyzing too little.

In addition to the workshop, students have the opportunity to revise for a higher grade—provided
they visit me or the Writing Center. The beauty of this assignment is that the length permits us to
work in depth on polishing their draft in a reasonat :amount of time, with the typical appointment
taking 15 - 30 minutes if they are working with me. Students who visit the Writing Center frequently
report the same experience: they are surprised and excited that the tutor can understand their map
and paragraph, despite the absence of excessive summary.
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Applications Beyond Literature

As 1 tell my students, mapping is flexible enough that it can be applied to any assignment that calls
for textual analysis. For example, I use a version of the formal assignment above in the composition
classroom to assist students in selecting and responding to scholarly sources. They map and
compose a one-paragraph rhetorical analysis of an author’s thesis and later integrate the paragraph
into a longer research paper. In turn, students, especially visual learners, can make the move from
“hit-and-run” quoting to thoughtful analysis in a relatively short amount of time.
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