























usage purpose, and field of study. Mode
of access and quality is of concern; these
studies indicate that discoverability, usable
interfaces, complex searching capabilities,
and high-quality content and images all
play a role in a user’s acceptance of ebooks.

In the studies above, ebook monographs
provided by the library and read primarily
on computer screens are the primary
objects of study. Before closing, it is
important to note that e Textbooks, which
are primarily purchased by students on
an individual basis, are also the subject of
research, conducted largely by textbook
publishers. According to Mark Springer
(2012), formerly of Cengage Learning,
initial testing of e Textbooks with students
found that the more students used e
Textbooks, the less they liked them, calling
them “flat replicas” that were less efficient
than their print counterparts. However,
this didn’t decrease students’ desire for
digital solutions. New developments
focus on e Textbooks that treat content as
software and allow for a personalized user
experience. Small companies like Inkling
and Boundless are charting new territory,
but the big guys will not be far behind.

Though Book Lovers may rue it, it seems
clear that ebooks are here to stay. As with
all new formats, they will only continue
to evolve with gains in technology, and
humanity will evolve along with them. For
some specialized libraries, the tipping point
for moving to a majority digital collection
has already arrived. However, as studies
show, whether and how students and
faculty adopt ebooks depends on a variety
of factors, and each library will need to
determine which combinations of formats
will best serve their populations, with
the understanding that this may change
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rapidly as technology improves. Librarians
will continue to study local usage patterns,
monitor new research, and communicate
with students and faculty to ensure that
the library reflects the needs of the people
it serves.
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process of Japanese language learning,
whatever the ultimate goals of the learner
might be, and how do we articulate that
something in a way that establishes us
on firm ground in the contemporary
professional environment? Where do
we uncover the rationale in the endless
volumes that have been written on the
nature of literature and, if possible, match
it with what we have learned about the
nature of language teaching? In pursuit of
these questions, I believe that we can build
at least on one thing: a gap of significant
proportions in current second language
acquisition research with respect to the
role of “affect.”

[ am aware that the problems that exist in
translation ofliterature are formidable ones
and even greater for any generalization one
might make about the cultural resonances
that translated literature may produce
(Steiner & Barnstone, 1993). However,
I do not believe the fact that reading a
translation diminishes the validity of the
experience, especially when students read
works like Murasaki Shikibu's The Tale
of Genji (c.1000), which is considered the
world’s first psychological novel. This work
teaches linguistic, literary, and cultural
aspects of Heian Japan. If this translation
was able to act as a potential cultural
carrier despite the problems of lexical
correspondences between nguages,
stylistic strategies, tone and pacing, it
supports the idea that there is great power
in the way literature encodes culture’s
“affective” features.

Yet, the “affective” element of language
clearly has a profound ability to engage
us, to motivate us, and to move us. But we
need to know more about how to invoke
the “affective” domain as an inducement
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to learning, especially with respect to the
ways in which “affection” in language can
be turned to the learner’sadvantage.l think
that the following points might be a good
basis of a new agenda for examining the
relationship between language learning,
literature, and culture:

e There is a gap in second language
acquisition theory and research about
the affective features of language itself
and the ways in which those features
might become an inducement to
language learning.

e Literature is one of the forms of
language that most calculatingly plays
upon affects as an inducement to
communication.

o The cultural features of literature
represent a powerful merging of
language, affect, and intercultural
encounters and often provide the
exposure to living language that a
foreign language student lacks.

Regarding the third point, Claire Kramsch,
in her book Context and Culture in Language
Teaching (1993), has masterfully laid out
some of the questions surrounding the
ways in which one deals with the cultural
and literary interface in the teaching
of foreign languages. Among her most
valuable constructs is the notion of “third
places”—a kind of neutral ground that
foreign language learners must discover
for themselves in order to arbitrate
between the familiar world of the native
language and the unfamiliar world of the
foreign language. This notion of “third
places” illustrates a pivot upon which the
relationship of “affect” and culture turn.
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degree of proficiency that they enjoy in the
target language. The questions which then
remain are how much, when, and which
literary works, before reaching the final
goal of syllabi that maximize the potential
that literature has to offer. So what is likely
to come out of all this? Our goal as teachers
of Japanese language and literature is

to expand d to enrich the lives of our
stud s the gl society in which
they live.

In conclusion, this paper has shed light on
the contribution of Japanese literature to
enhancing communicative competence in
Japanese language classes. By examining
the incorporation of both literary and
linguistic elementsto provide students
with the cognitive skills they need in a
foreign language environment, ! have
demonstrated that “affect” is what
convinces us that literature makes a
significant contribution not only to
students’ Japanese language study but also
to their communicative competence and
critical awareness of society.
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