
Poetry Slam
Friday, Nov. 7 • 7 p.m. • Marshall Fredericks Sculpture Museum
Free and open to the public

Adults, college students, high school and middle school students 
are invited to participate in a poetry slam.  Winners will be selected 
by judges.  Preceding the slam at 6 p.m. is a presentation by Steps 
Montessori.  The Public Libraries of Saginaw is a proud partner of the 
Theodore Roethke Poetry & Arts Festival’s poetry slam.

“Letters From Home” 
Saturday, Nov. 8 • 2:30 p.m. • Roethke Home, Saginaw
Free and open to the public

Members of River Junction Poets celebrate Roethke with readings of 
letters written from and about his Saginaw home.

Ted (Roethke) Talk and Tasting
Saturday, Nov. 8 • 7:30-9 p.m. • Creative 360, Midland
Fee:  $10 advance registration; $16 at the door

Friends of Theodore Roethke vice president Mike Kolleth will be on hand 
to offer a history of the Pulitzer Prize-winning poet through the Roethke 
Museum’s collection of books and manuscripts. In addition to a “taste 
of Roethke,” our event will feature a wine tasting. Mike Kolleth is senior 
director of public affairs and government affairs for The Dow Chemical 
Company.

First Class
Sunday, Nov. 9 • 3 p.m. • Rhea Miller Recital Hall
Free and open to the public

A play by David Wagoner, playwright, teacher and former student of 
Theodore Roethke. Performed by Steve Erickson, professor of theatre.

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
Monday, Nov. 10 • 9:30-11:30 a.m. • Curtiss 129, SVSU
$32 for three sessions on Roethke (Nov. 10, 17, 24)

Nov. 10:  Mike Kolleth, Roethke book collector, will provide a history of 
Roethke through books and manuscripts.  There is also a panel discussion 
about book collection and the future of physical books.  Kolleth will 
be joined by collector Jett Whitehead and Anita Dey, interim director 
of SVSU’s Zahnow Library.  Session two features SVSU English faculty 
members Lynne Graft and Ruth Sawyers analyzing Roethke poetry, and 
session three includes a tour of the Roethke home.

From a Greenhouse
Monday, Nov. 10 • 3:30-5 p.m. • Dow Gardens (1809 Eastman, Midland)
Free and open to the public

In celebration of Roethke’s family business and love of nature, this special 
event will feature the 2014 Triennial Prize winner Tim Seibles, reading 
from select poetry.  Sponsored by the Dow Gardens.   Light refreshments.

First Class
A performance of the David Wagoner play.
Monday, Nov. 10 • 7:30 p.m. • Rhea Miller Recital Hall
Free and open to the public

A play by David Wagoner, playwright, teacher and former student of 
Theodore Roethke. Performed by Steve Erickson, professor of theatre.

Michigan Jazz Trail Big Band Concert
Wednesday, Nov. 12 • 7:30 p.m. • Bay City State Theater
Free and open the public

Ted Roethke was a true lover of great jazz. This concert, featuring a 
19-piece orchestra and vocalists Molly McFadden and Ron Trombly, will 
perform jazz from the 1930s to the 1950s.

The Zahnow Library is featuring a Roethke display in the Roberta Allen 
Reading Room, located on the fourth floor of the library.

Tuesday, November 11
7:00 p.m. – Rhea Miller Recital Hall (SVSU)
Free and open to the public

Named for the late Saginaw poet who won the Pulitzer Prize in 1954, this 
distinguished prize has been awarded since 1968.  The 2014 winner is Tim 
Seibles for his book of poetry Fast Animal, a National book Award �nalist 
in 2012.  A book signing follows the awarding of the prize.

For more information, see svsu.edu/roethke
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From a young age, Chris Nakamura imagined a future practicing 
science.

“I thought maybe I’d be in a white lab coat,” he said.
As he made his way through middle school, high school and then 

college, his career interests shifted within the science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics prism, but he never strayed from a 
general ambition to work within the STEM fields.

That passion panned out. Today, he’s an assistant professor of 
physics at SVSU. 

The job also puts him in a unique position to feed the enthusiasm 
for STEM that young K-12 students often feel before that desire dries 
up prior to college. Nakamura never lost his love for science thanks 
to his own engaging education, and through several initiatives at 
SVSU, he hopes to extend that experience to the next generation.

“The indication is, already by middle school, if you’ve turned off 
a student to science, it’s hard to turn them back toward science,” 
he said. “If you can change the student’s attitude so that science is 
something where they say, ‘I can do this and this is something I like 
to do,’ then you can drive them forward.”

Nakamura is pursuing this objective through several initiatives, 
including the Dow Corning Foundation/SVSU STEM Community 
Partnership. The project pairs SVSU faculty with K-12 teachers as 
they search for solutions to improve STEM education. Nakamura 

is working with Midland’s Jefferson Middle School teacher Christie 
N. Gayheart as she organizes a class project involving 3-D printing 
and bottle rocket design.

Another STEM education-tailored Nakamura project involves 
data-mining research with Rajani Muraleedharan Sreekumarid, 
assistant professor of electrical engineering. Using a computer 
program that analyzes mood based on speech pattern, the duo will 
interview dozens of college students to explore links between student 
accuracy in solving physics questions and their confidence when 
voicing those answers.

Nakamura also is involved in the Summer Mathematics and 
Science Camp (SuMO), an annual 4-week endeavor teaming SVSU 
faculty with Ruben Daniels Middle School students to increase their 
interest in STEM fields and improve performance on the MEAP 
exam’s math portion. 

“It’s an amazing project,” he said. “I was brought in because they 
wanted a physics component, so I brought in seven or eight physics 
activities that were appropriate for middle school.”

Nakamura said, as with his other projects outside of the 
classroom, he hopes SuMO inspires young students to gravitate 
toward the sciences … and maintain their orbit in the same way he 
did. “The kids who get involved in it, we want them to stay involved 
in it,” he said. “That’s the key.”

Christopher Nakamura
Assistant Professor of Physics
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For Sharon Carlin, walking SVSU’s campus is more than simply 
getting from Point A to Point B. There are almost always stops in 
between.

Since being hired in 1986, Carlin has worked in just about every 
corner of the campus — from the South Campus Complex to Wickes 
Hall to the College of Education — with dozens of colleagues. The 
result has her recognizing someone at almost every turn.

“Every time I go to Wickes, it’s not a quick in and out,” she said. 
“You have to say, ‘Hello,’ and see how everyone is doing. It’s good to 
see familiar faces.”

Now Carlin, the College of Education’s admissions and 
certification secretary, is being recognized in a different way after 
being named October Staff Member of the Month.

“Sharon quietly and competently goes about the business of 
sorting out tangled certification issues,” said Mary Harmon, dean of 
the College of Education. “She never calls attention to herself. What 
gains her attention is the excellence of her work.”

For the past decade, Carlin has worked as admissions and 
certification secretary. The job requires she interact largely with 
teachers and would-be teachers looking for certification, which is 
quite different from her days employed in the accounts receivable 
wing of the Controller’s Office in Wickes Hall.

Not only has the location and nature of her job changed — so has 
the technology used to practice it. When she started at SVSU in 1986, 
electric typewriters were the tools of the trade.

“Now my computer has double screens,” Carlin said.
It’s that shift in technology that drove one of Carlin’s latest 

work endeavors. She and her office staff recently went “paperless” 
by converting teacher certification-related printed files into digital 
documents available in a computer program.

“It was a huge project,” she said of the initiative that lasted from 
April to July. “We had a file room with 10,000 files that had to be 
scanned.” 

Carlin called the initiative “the best thing ever.”
“Before, when I processed applications, I would ask the student 

(workers) to pull the review file — get everything together so we 
could look at the file. We’d look at the files and then have to put the 
file back,” she said. 

“Now everything is right in front of you on the computer. We just 
punch in the student ID number and everything is there.”

Whatever level of work is required for a task, Carlin said she 
enjoys the variety of work her job offers as well as the people she 
works with — on all corners of the campus.

Sharon Carlin
Admissions & Certification Secretary • October Staff Member of the Month
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Professional Profile
• James Bowers, assistant professor of criminal justice, presented 
two papers at the annual Midwest Criminal Justice Association 
meeting, Sept. 25-27 in Chicago. The first paper, which was presented 
by Bowers and coauthored with SVSU students Sarah Perry, Jon 
Sand and Michela Andrus, was titled “Michigan Diversion Program 
Evaluation.” The second paper, which Bowers presented, was titled 
“Techniques of Neutralization Used by Michigan Sex Offenders.”
• Marlena Bravender, assistant professor of education technology, 
co-authored an article titled “The Construction of Simulations as 
an Instructional Activity for Graduate Students in an Education 
Leadership Program,” published in Leadership and Research in 
Education: The Journal of the OCPEA, Fall 2014.
• Ann Coburn-Collins, director of the Center for Academic 
Achievement, led a workshop on “Successful Aging with High Self-
Efficacy,” Sept. 25 at Creative 360 in Midland.
Also, Coburn-Collins and adjunct instructors Lester Altevogt, 
Anne Acker and Lisa Tsay presented “An Adjunct Faculty Learning 
Community to Increase Intentional Learning,” Oct. 16 at the Lilly 
Conference in Traverse City.
• Fenobia I. Dallas, associate professor of rhetoric & professional 
writing, had a book review on The Meaning of Freedom: And Other 
Difficult Dialogs, by Angela Y. Davis, published in the Journal of 
African American History, vol. 99, issue 3 (summer 2014), pp. 343-45.
Dallas also presented a paper titled “What is a Citizen Without 
Civil Rights?: Ignoring the Voices in the ‘Redlined’ Areas” at the 
Association for the Study of African American Life and History 
conference, Sept. 26 in Memphis, Tenn.
• Julie Foss, assistant professor of modern foreign languages, 
presented two sessions, “What Can You Do with the Can-Do 
Statements?” with Emily Spinelli of the American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese, and “Engage with Your State, 
Regional and National Professional Organizations” with Viviana 
Muriel de Bonafede of Detroit Public Schools, at the 50th annual 
Michigan World Language Association Conference, Oct. 23-24 in 
Lansing. Foss will serve as MIWLA president in 2015.
• Tim Kenyon, lecturer of English, presented a lecture titled “Words 
& Pictures: In Defense of Comics” at the Toledo Public Library, 

Sanger Branch in Toledo, Ohio, Sept. 27. His talk and presentation 
was part of the library system’s annual celebration of Banned Books 
Week.
• Edward C. Meisel III, lecturer of chemistry, announced that 
SVSU’s greenhouse is now certified by the Michigan Agriculture 
Environmental Assurance Program. MAEAP was developed by a 
coalition of agriculture farmers, commodity groups, state and federal 
agencies and conservation and environmental groups.

Condolences
• To Karen Hollenbeck, senior programmer/analyst, whose father, 
William A. Bohnhoff, died Oct. 8.
• To Craig Snook, assistant director of publishing services, whose 
father, Charles Snook, died Oct. 3.
• To Dennis Strobel, faculty secretary, whose father, Jack Junior 
Strobel, died Oct. 14.

Briefly Speaking
• Three more presentations remain in the 2014 Fall Focus Lecture 
series. Charles Montgomery, award-winning author and urban 
experimentalist, will give a public talk at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 
28. He will be followed by Amanda Ripley’s appearance at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 3. She will speak on “A Global Quest to Save America’s 
Schools.” Both lectures will take place in the Malcolm Field Theatre 
for Performing Arts. The 12th Annual Hoffmann/Willertz Lecture 
will be given by SVSU’s John Baesler, associate professor of history, 
at 4 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 13, in the Rhea Miller Recital Hall. All three 
lectures are free of charge.

This academic year, SVSU is surveying faculty, staff and students 
about their experiences and perceptions of our campus and 
workplace climate. More than 12,000 individuals are invited 
to participate in this study and SVSU will use the findings to 
develop new actions or initiatives, or enhance existing efforts, 
that will improve our working, living and learning environment. 
Beginning Tuesday, Nov. 4, a fully accessible survey is available 
online at rankinsurveys3.com/svsu. To request a paper-and-
pencil version of the survey, contact Mamie Thorns in Diversity 
Programs at mtthorns@svsu.edu, or call ext. 4068.

hears the voices of our students, faculty and staff; 
values all opinions; and validates the input from 
each member of the campus community in ways that 
are respectful and effect positive change. 

Climate Survey
cardinal

The Interior is published on the last Tuesday of each month for 
faculty and staf at SVSU. University departments sponsoring activities 
or events listed in the Interior will provide reasonable accommodations for 
persons with disabilities when contacted at least three days in advance. 

  J.J. Boehm Tim Inman 
  Director of Media Relations Director of Photography, Advertising
 jjboehm@svsu.edu • (989) 964-4055 & Publishing Services
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Submission Deadline: 
Noon on Wednesday before the publication date. 
Please send items by email to: jjboehm@svsu.edu. 
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