
Conflict and how 
communities respond to and 
are shaped by conflicts large 
and small will be examined by 
a range of speakers during the 
2010 Fall Focus lecture series. 
Topics such as immigration, 
community policing, and Iraqi 
art and poetry are among those 
to be discussed.

The series includes the 2010 
O’Neill Lecture in cooperation 
with the Field Neurosciences 
Institute, Dow Visiting Scholars 
and Artists lectures and the 
SVSU history department’s 
Hoffman/Willertz Lecture. 
Admission to all talks is free of 
charge.

Art and censorship in Iraq 
and elsewhere will be examined 

by Dunya Mikhail, who presents 
“Diary of a Wave Outside the 

Sea: Poetry and Stories from 
Iraq” Tuesday, Oct. 5 at 
7 p.m. in the Rhea Miller 
Recital Hall.

“Rethinking Immigration 
in the Era of Global Vertigo” 
is the title of Marcelo 
Suarez-Orozco’s remarks 
Monday, Oct. 11 at 7 p.m. in 
the Malcolm Field Theatre 
for Performing Arts. His talk 
is co-sponsored by SVSU’s 
Office of Multicultural 
Services and the Dow 
Visiting Scholars and Artists 
Program.

Michael Roberto will 
continue the series with 
“Managing for Conflict 
& Consensus: Why Great 
Leaders Don’t Take Yes 
for an Answer” when 
he presents the seventh 
annual James E. O’Neill Jr. 
Memorial Lecture Thursday, 
Oct. 28 at 7 p.m. in the 
Malcolm Field Theatre for 
Performing Arts. The lecture 
is co-presented by Field 
Neurosciences Institute.

Prisoner re-entry will be 
the topic of Dow Visiting 

Scholar Henrie M. Treadwell’s 
talk Tuesday, Nov. 2. She will 
present “Coming Home from 
Prison: Is the Welcome Mat 
Rolled Out?” at 7 p.m. in the 
Rhea Miller Recital Hall.

Criminal justice scholar 
Timothy Flanagan will continue 
the series with “Policing 
Communities and Community-
Centric Policing: An Evidence-
Based Assessment” Wednesday, 
Nov. 10 at 7 p.m. in the Rhea 
Miller Recital Hall.

Dow Visiting Artist Judy 
Baca will share her works and 
the meaning behind them 
during her presentation, “The 
Work of Judy Baca: Excavating 
Land and Memory Through 
Public Art” Thursday, Nov. 11 
at 7 p.m. in the Rhea Miller 
Recital Hall.

The series concludes with 
the eighth annual Hoffmann/
Willertz Lecture presented by 
a member of the SVSU history 
faculty. Kenneth Jolly, associate 
professor of history, will present 
“By Our Own Strength: 
William Sherrill and the Politics 
of Black Self-Determination” 
Wednesday, Nov. 17 at 4 p.m. in 
the Rhea Miller Recital Hall.
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Emily Kelley would love to chat with you about the intricacies of 
Spanish art during the early modern period that most of us refer to 
as The Renaissance. She also understands that’s not a conversation 
she is likely to have with the average undergraduate taking one 
of her art history or art appreciation courses to fulfill General 
Education requirements, but she relishes introducing them to the 
subject matter.

“Art history has a canon,” she said. “You have to know a certain 
set of images; you have to know a certain amount of information 
from cave paintings to the 21st century. With art appreciation, its 
about ‘Let’s educate and interest people in this part of the world.’”

One recent example included a class lecture on the restoration 
of Michelangelo’s painting of the Sistine Chapel. Kelley discussed 
the science used by those restoring the original work and how their 
efforts have revealed that the original colors were much more vibrant 
than previously thought.

While still a high school student in Flint, Kelly knew she wanted 
to be an art historian.

“Surprisingly, I never changed my mind,” she chuckled. “I 
really liked the social side of art. What were these cultures thinking 
and doing? How were they approaching religion and politics? The 
history of art is really all about that. It’s about how did these objects 
function in that world in which they were created.”

While Kelley continues her research interest in the art of 16th 
century Spain, she realized some time ago that the classroom was 
her calling.

“I went into graduate school really knowing that I wanted to 
teach.”

Kelley was unsure where that would be. While completing her 
Ph.D. at Cornell University in New York, her husband, Aaron, took 
a job in Michigan. SVSU had an opening. Kelley recalls thinking, 
“This is the type of school where I’d like to be, and it’s the region 
where I’d like to be.”

Now in her second year, she is pleased with her decision. “I like 
the campus environment; I like the student body; I like my job.”

Part of that job involves teaching students from big cities and 
small towns, with and without much exposure to art. “I find 
it rewarding to have a variety of experiences with a variety of 
students.”

For those students initially disinterested, Kelly hopes they will 
leave her class with “a slight urge” to one day visit an art museum or 
enroll their children in art classes.

“To be a culturally educated person, it’s important to know 
something about art.”

Emily Kelley
Assistant Professor of Art
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Mike Pazdro decided to sign up for an accelerated honors course 
over the summer. He didn’t return to school, but he did take on the 
most difficult assignment of his career: renovating Wickes Hall.

“I don’t know if you can put it into words,” he said. “It’s the 
hardest project I’ve ever been involved with.” Pazdro asked for the 
job. “It was pretty complicated and I wanted to test myself.”

Pazdro explained it was really two projects in one: renovating 
office spaces and relocating several departments while also updating 
the building’s 40-year-old HVAC system. Each had its own 
challenges.

“This is the hardest building to work in by the function of the 
building and the nature of the people who work here,” he explained. 
“You have Admissions and Financial Aid and the amount of students 
they need to take care of, so there’s no shut down time. It was right 
down to the wire.”

Installing the new air handler resulted in the widely chronicled 
roof leak and several preventable instances of the fire alarm being 
tripped. Despite all the obstacles, nearly everything was in place 
when fall classes started August 30, and Pazdro attributes that 
success to effective teamwork.

“Once I’m done with the contractors, everybody else has to get in 
there,” he explained.

He said the pressure was on a variety of other campus 
departments, too, including ITS and Instructional Technology; 
Maintenance and Custodial; Purchasing and University Police, to 
name a few.

Pazdro also oversaw other summer projects, such as the 
renovation of Living Center North and the construction of the new 
Papa John’s outlets. He particularly enjoyed seeing the new tennis 
courts built. The most difficult part of staying on top of them all 
simultaneously? “The schedule,” Pazdro said. “Without a doubt, the 
schedule.”

Pazdro’s personal schedule did not see much of a summer 
break, either, as he and his family moved into a new house. One of 
the perks: It has a “cave” where he can spend quiet time with his 
daughter, Jessa, 4. Another: It is located near the Chippewa Nature 
Center, making it easy for the family to go kayaking.

Pazdro has enjoyed his five years at SVSU, and he is eager to get 
started on new projects, such as expanding the Fitness Center and 
building the new Student Recreation Center.

“I spend enough time over there,” the avid volleyball player 
quipped. Still, Pazdro is hoping for an extra slice of sanity.

“This summer was a little crazy.”

Mike Pazdro
Project Manager • October 2009
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professional profile
• Mohammad Saad Alam, assistant professor of electrical and 
computer engineering, published a refereed journal paper in the 
Journal of Renewable and Sustainable Energy (published by American 
Institute of Physics, New York). The paper was titled “Dynamic 
Modeling of Photovoltaic Module for Real-Time Maximum Power 
Tracking.”

• Robert C. Braddock, professor of history, published an article, 
“To Serve the Queen,” in Tudor Queenship: The Reigns of Mary and 
Elizabeth (Hunt and Whitelock, eds. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2010).

• David M. Callejo Pérez, Carl A. Gerstacker Endowed Chair 
in Education, will make two presentations, including a presidential 
address titled “What I Learned on the Road to Mississauga: 
Democracy and Curriculum” at the American Association for 
Teaching and Curriculum in St. Louis, Mo., October 2010; and 
a paper titled “The Red Light in the Ivory Tower: Contexts and 
Implications of Entrepreneurial Education” (co-written with Donna 
Adair Breault) that will be presented at the American Association 
for Teaching and Curriculum in St. Louis, Mo., in October 2010. 
In addition, Callejo Pérez will be a discussant for a research panel 
on “Adapting to Changes in the Curriculum: Featured Panel” at the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education, Indianapolis, Ind., 
November 2010.

• Monika Dix, assistant professor of modern foreign languages, 
and Linda Farynk, director of Zahnow Library, received the Read 
Japan Donation Grant “100 Books for Understanding Contemporary 
Japan” from the Nippon Foundation in Tokyo, Japan, in September 
2010. The books cover areas such as politics & international 
relations, economy & business, society & culture, literature and art, 
and history, and will enhance the collection of Japanese resources.

• Gladys Hernandez, professor of modern foreign langauges, 
presented a paper titled “El Papel del Proverbio en la Clase de 
Negocios” at the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and 
Portuguese-International Conference in Guadalajara, Mexico, July 
8-13.

• Kathy Kalmar, associate professor of teacher education, 
published an article titled “A Death in the Family and Your Young 
Child: What to Say and Do When It Happens to You” in the winter 
2009 in TOPS (Tips On Parenting) Magazine.

• Arthur Martin, assistant professor of biology, recently published 
a research paper titled “The Influence of Reproductive State on the 
Agonistic Interactions Between Male and Female Crayfish (Orconectes 
rusticus)” in the journal Behaviour.

• Stephen Taber, associate professor of biology, discovered a new 
species of mollusk, a large fungus-eating slug from an ancient Texas 
pine forest. The finding will be published in The Michigan Academician 
as “A New Philomycus Mantleslug Species from Texas and a Key to 
U.S. Philomycus Species.”

• Matthew Zivich, professor of art, has a sculpture on view at 
the University of Michigan School of Art’s “Work.Detroit” gallery 
in Detroit. The exhibition, titled “Considering the City,” was open 
nationally to all artists and was curated by Charlie Michaels; it 

concludes Oct. 8. “Considering the City” sought work by artists, 
designers, architects, urban planners, and social practitioners that 
examine new ways of using and interpreting urban spaces for the 
people that live in them. Zivich submitted Enclaves (2000), one of his 
works from his “Architectural Series” that depicted a detailed section 
of an imaginary city where the structures are ambiguously defined as 
being either in a state of destruction, or construction. 

New Cardinals
• Jocelyn Hall, head cheerleading coach, announces the birth of 
her daughter, Emerson Jennifer (7 lbs., 11 oz.) Sept. 9.

• Mark Potts, special assistant to the provost, announces the birth 
of his son, Henry Daniel Scudder (7 lbs., 12 oz., 20 in.) Sept. 1.

Condolences
• To Janalou Blecke, professor of health services, whose mother, 
Meta Farver, passed away Aug. 24.

• To Michelle Randall, lecturer of art, whose husband, John J. 
Randall, passed away Aug. 25.

briefly Speaking
• Portraits of William B. Owsley, Kurt Tintner and Jo Stanley were 
added recently to the displays in the Emeriti Room and the lounge 
adjacent to the President’s Office. Owsley and Tintner, two of 
SVSU’s earliest faculty members, were named “Professor Emeritus” 
in 1975 and 1987, respectively; however, suitable portraits were 
not made available to SVSU until very recently. The portrait of 
Owsley was provided courtesy of Donna J. Baker, head of special 
collection and archives, Camden-Carroll Library, at Morehead State 
University in Kentucky. Prior to joining the SVSU faculty, Owsley 
taught at Morehead State from 1950-1964. Tintner, whose portrait 
also is on display at the Germania Club in Saginaw, taught German 
at SVSU and was conductor and musical director of the Germania 
Symphony Orchestra for 33 years. Plates on the three portrait frames 
read as follows: William B. Owsley, 1967-1975, Professor Emeritus 
of Biology; Kurt Tintner, 1967-1987, Professor Emeritus of German; 
and Jo A. Stanley, 1979-2010, Secretary to the Board of Control 
Emerita.

For extra copies of the 2010-11 
Faculty/Staff Directory, contact 
the mailroom at ext. 4466.
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the Interior is published on the last tuesday of each month for 
faculty and staff at SVSU. University departments sponsoring activities 
or events listed in the Interior will provide reasonable accommodations for 
persons with disabilities when contacted at least three days in advance. 

 tim Inman  J.J. boehm 
 Director of Creative Services  Director of Media Relations
	tmi@svsu.edu	•	(989)	964-4086		 jjboehm@svsu.edu	•	(989)	964-4055	

Submission Deadline: 
Noon on Wednesday before the publication date. 

please send items by e-mail to: tmi@svsu.edu. 


