
January 28, 2003

In This Issue
• Foundation plans

reception to
recognize donors
to Creating the
Future Campaign
• Page 2

• Administration
and Business
Affairs, Student
Affairs divisions
make
organizational
changes
• Page 3

• James VanTiflin
named Executive
Director of CBED
• Page 3

Celebrating 40 years of distinctive education in 2003

Students in Saginaw Valley State University’s
graduate education program in southeast Michigan
now have a place of their own – for classes, that is.
SVSU’s Macomb Graduate Education Center
opened Jan. 13 for classes and will be dedicated
during a special ceremony Monday, Feb. 10.

The center, located adjacent to L’Anse Creuse
Middle School East,
30300 Hickey Road
in Chesterfield
Township, is designed
to meet the needs of

K-12 educators and scholars throughout Michigan,
as well as SVSU’s College of Education. 

The dedication ceremony will take place at
3:30 p.m., Monday, Feb. 10 at the center. The
event will include comments from SVSU President
Eric R. Gilbertson and Linda L. Sims, vice chair of
SVSU’s Board of Control. Other speakers include
Laurie Van Steenkiste, SVSU alumna and assistant

superintendent of instruction at Warren Fitzgerald
High School. A reception will follow the dedication.

The facility will house graduate education
programs and accelerated certification programs in
elementary and secondary education. Educators
from the area also will benefit from initiatives
resulting from two U.S. Department of Education
Grants: Enhancing Teacher Quality (Title II), and
Preparing Tomorrow’s Teachers to Use Technology
(PT3).

The goal of the SVSU Education Center is to
centralize and further develop all efforts that affect
the quality of teacher education and, as a result,
substantially improve the effectiveness of K-12
programs. Computer laboratories, distance learning
opportunities and graduate and certification classes
will prepare teachers to use technology effectively
and will provide innovative professional development
opportunities in the area. Construction on the
center began in mid-October.

Macomb Education Center Dedication Ceremony
slated for Feb. 10
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The Foundation will be hosting a reception recognizing
and thanking SVSU faculty and staff who helped make the
Creating the Future Campaign a success. The event will
take place from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 25 in the
Emeriti Room.

The Interior is published bi-weekly when classes are in session fall and winter semesters and periodically
through the summer. Items should be submitted to the Office of University Communications, 389 Wickes
Hall, (989) 964-4039, or E-mail: ucomm@svsu.edu.

University departments sponsoring activities or events listed in the Interior will provide reasonable accommo-
dations for persons with disabilities when contacted at least three days in advance.
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U P C L O S E  A N D

Personal
Professional Profile
• Eric Gardner, associate professor of
English, has an article titled “Black and
White: American Genealogy, Race, and
Popular Response” in the current issue of
the Midwest Quarterly (44.2: 148-160).
A consideration of recent popular books
on genealogy that foreground race (like
Edward Ball’s Slaves in the Family and
Shirlee Taylor Haizlip’s The Sweeter the
Juice), the article was spurred by an
honors symposium Gardner taught at
SVSU in 1999.

• Tai-Chi Lee, professor of computer
science, published an article titled “A
Software/Hardware Solution for an Image
Compression” in the Journal of Electronics
Computer Science, Volume 4, Number 2,
Winter 2003.

• Gary Thompson, professor of English,
has an essay forthcoming in a book to be
published next month. The essay,
"Pynchonian Pastiche," about Thomas
Pynchon’s 1997 novel Mason & Dixon,
was presented at a conference on
Pynchon in London in 1998. The book's
title is Thomas Pynchon: Reading from the
Margins, ed. Niran Abbas, and it is
published by Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press.

New Cardinals
• Farid Hallouche, assistant professor of
computer science, and his wife had a little
boy on Dec. 25. His name is AbduAllaah
Hallouche. He weighed 5 lbs.

Condolences
• The campus community extends
condolences to Vickie Hayes (Office of
Admissions) and Cheri Stokes (Academic
Affairs), on the loss of their mother,
Phyllis Williams, who passed away
Monday, Jan. 20.

Directory Revision
• Ursula Rozanski, director of University
Communications, new e-mail address is
urozans@svsu.edu.

• New hours for the Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture Museum are Monday through
Saturday, noon to 5 p.m.  The museum is closed on Sundays, national, and University
holidays. Summer hours (Memorial Day through Labor Day only) are Tuesday through
Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. There is no admission charge. Group tours can be
accommodated by appointment only.

• The University Art Gallery will host an exhibit by Lon Ferguson, Feb. 2 through
March 27. “Ethereal Moments” will include dramatic digital prints that come from
Ferguson’s interest in native American culture of the southwest. “His work explores
native myths and tribal views of the spirit world,” said Gallery Director Barron Hirsch.
A graduate architect as well as artist, Ferguson has worked with design firms in
Chicago, along with serving as professor of photography in Texas. He received his
M.F.A. from the University of North Texas, and currently is on the faculty at Central
Michigan University. Gallery hours are Monday and Wednesday, 2 to 6 p.m.; Tuesday
and Thursday, noon to 5 p.m.; and by request, ext. 4391.

• Saginaw Valley State University’s annual State of the University Address, originally
Jan. 23, has been rescheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 11. The presentation will take place at
4 p.m. in the Performing Arts Theatre. President Eric R. Gilbertson will update SVSU
faculty and staff on the current state of the University and its plans for the future.

Cardinal Red Pride Follow your favorite athletic teams this season

• The Cardinal Track team hosted the Cardinal Collegiate Open, Friday, Jan. 17.
Freshman Ashley Bishop finished second in the women’s weight throw tossing a mark
of 50’ 1”, which makes her a provisional qualify for the NCAA indoor national meet in
Boston, March 14 and 15. Nicole Sullivan placed first in both the long jump and triple
jump. Sullivan teamed with Rose Willis , Ashley Kristie and Kristen Kaszeta for a first
place finish in the 4x400 relay, with a time of 4:08.36. Chris Baranek took first place
honors in the men’s 60-meter run, running a time of 7.02. Baranek also ran a time of
23.10 in the 200-meter dash, which was good for first place. Lewis Gordon won the
400-meter run (50.45), Mohommed Waite won the 800-meter run (1:58.64), and
Adam Roach captured first place honors in the 3,000 meter run (8:54.13).

• In basketball action, the Cardinal men’s team (9-10, 3-7 GLIAC) came up on the
short end of a 103-93 decision against Grand Valley State University, Saturday, Jan. 18.
The women dropped to 4-14 overall, 0-10 GLIAC, after a 73-62 loss to GVSU. Both
teams return to action Thursday, Jan. 30 at Northwood University. Game time is
5:30 p.m. for the women, followed by the men’s game at 7:30 p.m.
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Richard P. Thompson, dean of
Student Affairs, and James G. Muladore,
vice president for Administration &
Business Affairs, have announced the
transfer of student housing operations
from the Student Affairs division to the
Administration & Business Affairs
division, effective Jan. 1.

Thompson and Muladore, noting the
expansion of on-campus housing from a
600-bed to 1,750-bed operation, believe
that this organizational change will allow
for a more efficient integration of the
various support services critical to

student housing such as those provided
by Campus Facilities, Public Safety, and
business and financial staff.
Responsibility for Residential Life
Programs will remain in the Student
Affairs division under the supervision of
Merry Jo Brandimore, assistant dean of
Students & Residential Life Programs.

Muladore indicated that the new
business unit mentioned above will be
referred to as University Housing &
Auxiliary Operations. In addition to
housing operations, this unit also will
have management responsibilities for the

University Bookstore and Campus
Dining operations – functions previously
supervised by Business & Auxiliary
Services. Ronald E. Portwine, previously
assistant director of Staff Relations, has
been named the director of University
Housing & Auxiliary Operations.

Ronald R. Peterson has joined the
University as the new manager of the
SVSU Bookstore. Peterson comes to
SVSU from the University of Michigan-
Dearborn Bookstore.

As a result of the above, and to
address other organizational needs,
Business & Auxiliary Services has been
restructured into two separate units –
Purchasing and Business Services. Connie
J. Schweitzer has been named director of
Purchasing (including Central Stores and
Graphics Center), and Dale T. Irish will
assume the duties of director of Business
Services.

Administration and Business Affairs, Student Affairs divisions make organizational changes

SVSU hosted events to honor Martin Luther King Jr.
The theme for this year’s Dr. Martin

Luther King program was ‘Remember,
Celebrate and Act.’ 

In the last few weeks, SVSU has been
the keystone for a number of significant
events, honoring the life and achievements
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Each of
the events have been very well attended
and a tribute to the man that had a vision
of the world’s promise and potential. 

The series of events developed by
SVSU to remember and celebrate the
memory of Dr. King included the Jan.
15 student panel discussion on the
recently-released – and at times
controversial – movie, Barbershop. A
Martin Luther King Jr. celebration event
titled “Vision 2003: Celebrating our
Differences” took place Jan. 16. This was
a reception, banquet and program with
inspirational guest speaker Patricia
Russell-McCloud, J.D. Another event of
note was the Jan. 20 “A Walk to
Remember.” This candlelight vigil,
march, and program presented guest
speaker Joseph Ofori-Dankwa, who
brought Dr. King’s inspirational message
of peace, action and understanding to the
participants.

The final SVSU event in the series,
focusing on the “Act” part of the
program theme, was the “Martin Luther
King Jr. Day of Service,” which took
place Friday, Jan. 24, at the Henry A.
Doerr Child Development Center.

Volunteers from SVSU organized a set of
projects for this event that linked the two
organizations together, in an effort to
promote the power of knowledge,
education and the timeless vision of a
great man.

SVSU names James VanTiflin Executive Director of the
Center for Business and Economic Development (CBED) 

President Eric R. Gilbertson announced that Jim VanTiflin, an innovative and
successful Saginaw businessman, would take the Executive Director position for the
recently-chartered Center for Business and Economic Development (CBED).  

VanTiflin’s most recent position was as Chairman, President
and CEO of Citizens Bank-Mid Michigan. Prior to this role,
VanTiflin’s background focused extensively on banking,
particularly the areas of commercial lending, and credit.  He
also serves on a number of boards in the tri-county area, and as
an executive member for various business-affiliated
organizations such as Vision 2020, Vision Tri-County
Committee, and Saginaw Future Inc.  

VanTiflin’s leadership skills and background will provide the
catalyst for the CBED initiative, which was conceived and

developed by SVSU for the purposes of: 
• Providing a foundation upon which to build and enable distinctive, best-in-class
programs for small business development efforts in the region 
• Supporting the special SVSU small business development programs and research
efforts in the College of Business and Management and in the College of Science
Engineering and Technology 
• Supporting the SVSU Center for Manufacturing Improvement 
• Continuing to provide University support for the ongoing economic development of
the surrounding region  

This is yet another step in SVSU’s strategic partnership plan and vision for the
region, and clearly demonstrates the University’s level of commitment to the
community, to the growth of existing businesses, and to the development of new lines
of business for the region.

James VanTiflin
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In 1974, the Macomb Intermediate
School District (MISD) recognized an
increasing need for a graduate

education program due to the growing
number of teachers in the area, coupled
with the lack of institutions of higher
learning in Macomb County.  Seeing an
opportunity for Saginaw Valley State
College to provide the solution to this
problem, Dr. Harold Peterson, former
Dean of Education, began discussions
with administrators from the MISD.  The
discussions focused on the possibility of
providing off-campus graduate education
courses to educators in Macomb County
through what was then Saginaw Valley
State College (SVSC).  These discussions
soon resulted in the development of a
program of higher learning for area
educators, facilitated by the alliance of the
MISD and SVSC.

In the spring of 1974, SVSC enrolled
81 students. By the fall of ’76, enrollment
had grown to 309. Twelve to 15 courses
were offered at the time during each
semester: 56 percent of the courses were
taught by full-time Saginaw Valley faculty
and 44 percent by adjunct instructors.

The program was administered from
the main campus of Saginaw Valley State
College, in University Center, until 1988.
In 1988, Dr. Robert Lutz, who had
recently retired as superintendent of the
MISD, was appointed as part-time
director of the Macomb Graduate Center.
An office in the MISD Administration
Building was provided to house the
program. From this new location, Lutz
coordinated the program and advised
students. Douglas Hansen, an SVSU
professor who taught in Macomb, shared
administrative duties with Lutz until
1991.

In 1993, Sally Edgerton, an SVSU
professor, accepted the role as coordinator
of the SVSU Macomb Graduate
Education Program.  Edgerton’s role was
to organize, develop and expand programs
to meet the needs of teachers and

administrators in the area. During the
next decade, the program experienced
rapid growth. 

Over the years, the number and scope
of the programs being offered expanded to
include a Master of Arts in Teaching:
Early Childhood, Elementary, Middle
School, Secondary, Learning
Disabilities/Behavior Disorders; a Master
of Education: Educational Leadership,
Principalship, Chief School Business
Official, Superintendency; and an
Education Specialist program.
Additionally, specializations and
endorsement programs such as early
childhood, learning disabilities, emotional
impairments, middle school, and, most
recently, Supervisor of Special Education,
have been added to the overall program. 

The Macomb Graduate Program in
Education moved its offices to L’Anse
Creuse Middle School East in fall 2000.
The Regional Education Center –
Macomb was constructed in 2002 and in
winter 2003 all programs were offered in
the new facility.  This building provides
physical evidence of SVSU’s
uncompromising commitment to
continue to offer exceptional education
programs, best practices instruction and
extensive research facilities to teachers and
administrators seeking to enhance their
educational skills. 

Today, Saginaw Valley State University
offers more than eight different programs
and a substantial number of
specializations. In winter 2003, 930
students were enrolled in 49 graduate
courses. The Macomb facility’s computer
laboratories and distance learning facilities
prepare teachers to use technology

effectively and provide innovative
professional development opportunities to
educators in the Southeastern Michigan
area.  In fall 2000, an initial certification
program in teacher education at the
secondary level was added to the Macomb
Center’s programs, as well as an
elementary certification program.  Both
programs are offered in close cooperation
with the L’Anse Creuse Public Schools.

Where are the original Macomb
program leaders today? Lutz presently
teaches for the highly-advanced
Educational Leadership program. Hansen
teaches graduate courses in teacher
education, on a regular basis. Edgerton
currently serves as the Macomb program’s
faculty coordinator and teaches courses in
early childhood education. The Regional
Education Center – Macomb currently is
staffed with a director of off-campus
programs and two administrative
assistants.  The Center is open five days a
week in order to meet the growing needs
of working professionals in the area. 

The ultimate goals of the Macomb
Graduate Education Center are to
centralize and further develop all efforts
that affect the quality of teacher
education, prepare teachers to use
technology effectively, apply best-
educational practices within the state and
national standards, and to address
classroom diversity. Educators in the area
who are attending the Macomb Graduate
Education Center are benefiting from
initiatives that have resulted from two
U.S. Department of Education Grants:
the Enhancing Teacher Quality (Title II),
and Preparing Tomorrow’s Teachers to Use
Technology (PT3).
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Macomb Graduate Program

HISTORY
Graduate and “Accelerated Certification” students attend
classes at SVSU’s new Macomb Education Center.


