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Outstanding faculty, staff, community leaders honored

Flint and Saginaw authors were honored
along with several SVSU faculty and staff

members during SVSU’s All-University
Awards Banquet Friday, April 20.

Rhonda S. Sanders, author of Bronze
Pillars: An Oral History of African-Americans
in Flint, and John V. Jezierski, author of
Enterprising Images: The Goodridge Brothers,
African American Photographers 1847-1922,
received the Stuart D. and Vernice M. Gross
Award for Literature. The award recognizes
exceptional works in regional history or
historical/fiction/drama.

A number of SVSU faculty and staff also
received recognition for outstanding
achievement and dedicated service during the
12th Annual All-University Awards Banquet in
Curtiss Hall.

The list of faculty winners is led by Jeffrey
Ashley, assistant professor of political science,
who received the prestigious Landee Teaching
Excellence Award. The Earl L. Warrick Award
for Excellence in Research went to Garry L.
Johns, professor of mathematical sciences. The
House Family Award for Teacher Impact was
awarded to Clifford K. Dorne, professor of
criminal justice. Marlene Pellerito and Darin
Evon were presented the Mary H. Anderson
Adjunct Faculty Award for their part-time
teaching roles in the departments of art and
biology, respectively.

The Ruben Daniels Community Service
Award – SVSU’s highest recognition of
community service and involvement by an
employee – was presented to Eldon L.
Graham, associate professor of mechanical
engineering. Co-recipients of the Terry Ishihara
Award for Outstanding Co-Curricular
Involvement were Phyllis Hastings, professor
of English, and Shelly Reminder,
administrative secretary in Athletics.

Eugene J. Hamilton, special assistant to the
president for government and community
relations, presided over the event, which also

Professional Profile
• Hasan Al Halees, lecturer of mathematical
sciences, has been invited to speak at the
“Trends in Banach Spaces and Operator
Theory” conference in Memphis, October 2001.
• Deb Huntley and Dave Karpovich,
Chemistry Department faculty and co-advisors
of the SVSU Chemistry Club, took six students
to California to the national ACS meeting.
• Scott D. Julian, assistant professor of
management, had two papers accepted for
presentation at the 2001 Midwest Academy of
Management Conference, Toledo, OH.  The
two papers, “An Assessment of the Pedagogical
Utility of Diversity and Similarity Curves:
Some Preliminary Evidence,” and “The
Strategic Implications of ‘Organizational Time
Traveling,’” were co-authored with Joseph
Ofori-Dankwa, professor of management and
marketing. Julian also served as a session
discussion leader at the Toledo conference.
• Michael R. (Mike) Mosher, assistant
professor of art, delivered the paper “Builder’s
Artwork: Community Art Processes in
Construction for 21st Century South Africa” at
WORK2001, the First International Conference
on Employment Creation in Development held
at the University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg, South Africa, April 2001.
• Carlos Ramet, professor of English,
presented a paper titled “A Most Remarkable
Writer: The Symon Myles Mysteries and the
Culture of Protest” at the Popular Culture
Association’s National Conference in
Philadelphia, Pa. The paper discusses two long-

out-of-print novels and examines experimental
patterns within them. At the conference, Ramet
also chaired a session on “Social Contexts in
British Popular Culture.”

Across Campus
• The campus community extends condolences:
to James Dwyer, director of Admissions, on
the loss of his mother, Marilyn Dwyer, who
died April 4; and to Dean Lockwood, men’s
basketball coach, on the loss of his father,
Victor Lockwood, who died April 10.
• Ron Trepkowski, Public Safety officer, was
named Officer of the Year by the Saginaw
Exchange Club. He was among eight who were
recognized by the Saginaw County Police
Chiefs Association.

Directory Revisions
• John Mauch, Reference Electronic Indexes
Librarian; Gloria Lawler, Reference Library
Instruction Librarian; and Floyd Csir,
Reference Distance Education Librarian.

Campus Happenings
• Zahnow Library will be closed due to
construction Saturday, April 28 through
Sunday, May 13. Services are available by
phone: 790-4240 for circulation; 790-4242 for
reference; or www.library.svsu.edu.
• Health Services will be closed Monday,
April 30 through Friday, May 4, and will
reopen at 8 a.m., Monday, May 7. Spring office
hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday. For more information, call 790-4271.

recognized 65 faculty and staff who have each
provided between 10 and 35 years of dedicated
service.

Ashley joined the SVSU faculty in 1998.
Prior to SVSU, Ashley was an instructor at
Northern Arizona University, where he
received his Ph.D. in political science, and both
his bachelor’s and master’s degrees. Recently,
he was a contributor for the first-ever “Report
to the First Lady.” The report was presented to
Laura Bush and Lynne Cheney, and their
respective staff members in March and will be
released in a book titled, Laura Bush: Report
to the First Lady 2001. Ashley also is co-author
of Groundwater Management in the West and
has published several articles and book
chapters.

Johns joined the SVSU faculty in 1988 and
is acting assistant dean in the College of
Science, Engineering and Technology. Johns
received the Landee Teaching Excellence
Award in 1991. He has had articles published
on student survival skills and the path of
chromatic numbers of a graph.

Johns received several awards as a student at
the University of Michigan-Flint, where he
received his bachelor’s degree. He also
received teaching awards at both Michigan
State and Western Michigan universities, where
he taught prior to joining SVSU.

Dorne also is the coordinator of SVSU’s
master of arts degree program in Leadership
and Public Administration. Dorne joined the
faculty in 1998.

He has performed research and had several
papers published regarding the American
justice system, including juvenile crime and
punishment. Dorne also has written or co-
written two books, Vanquishing Vengeance:
Restorative Justice and Mediation in the
United States, due for publication in 2003, and
Child Maltreatment: A Primer in History,
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Cardinals Crush Timberwolves in Blood Bowl — The rivalry between the student-athletes of SVSU and
Northwood University was taken to a new level as the two schools competed in the first “Blood Bowl.” Each
school challenged its student-athletes to give back to the community, literally, by participating in blood drives that
took place on each campus. At the end of the day, the school with the greatest amount of student-athlete
participation would win. The Michigan Community Blood Centers sponsored the event and keep tally of all the
participants and pints collected. Despite doubling their normal blood drive output, Northwood University’s 34
athletes (49 non-athletes) was not enough to keep up with the Cardinals of Saginaw Valley who had 82 athletes
(20 non-athletes) come out to donate blood.
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Public Policy, and Research (formerly titled
Crimes Against Children).

Since Winter 1998, Evon has taught
introductory level physics and its
accompanying laboratories. Evon’s classes are
among the ones students most desire in
physics.

Evon, a graduate of SVSU, is a physics
teacher at Ithaca High School. He received a
bachelor of science with a teaching certificate
in 1991. Evon has been with Ithaca ever since.
He also was a substitute teacher at Heritage
High School in Saginaw and a laborer with
Kelly Industrial Services in St. Charles.

Pellerito recently retired from teaching part
time at SVSU, where she had taught ceramic
courses since 1983. Pellerito was the
University’s first ceramics instructor, when
there was no facility for such a course. For the
past 18 years, Pellerito is credited for growing
SVSU’s ceramics offerings to three sections of
introductory courses and several intermediate
and advanced courses each semester.

Pellerito was recognized among the Art
Department faculty members as someone who
could be counted on each semester. An
accomplished artist, Pellerito is active in
exhibiting at local galleries and museums and
created a commissioned piece for the Dow
Chemical Co. headquarters in Midland.

Graham joined SVSU in 1970. Graham is a
charter member of the Chippewa Nature Center
in Midland and has served on board of
directors and several committees of the CNC.
He is a member of the Kiwassee-Kiwanis Club
of Midland, serving as its program chair for
two years and chair of the church activity
liaison committee for five.

Long before becoming an employee of
SVSU, Graham was on the Science Advisory
Committee of what was then “Tri-County
College,” and later became Delta College. In
1963, he was Dow Chemical’s representative
for the planning of “Saginaw Valley College”
and served on the Campus Master Plan
Committee and the development committee for
an engineering program.

Graham has been active in church service,
as well, beginning in college when he attended
Purdue University, where he received his
bachelor of science degree.

Hastings has been part of the SVSU English
department since 1976. Hastings has been a
leader in service learning at SVSU and recently
completed a project with inmates at the
Saginaw Regional Correctional Facility. She is
credited with challenging her students with the
new and unfamiliar ways of learning inherent
in community learning, combining class work
with volunteer work. Hastings’ students not

only learn to write, but learn the importance of
being involved with their community.

A 12-year-employee of SVSU, Reminder
recently transferred to the position of
administrative secretary in the Office of
Athletics. Reminder is co-founder of a
University organization whose goal is to boost
campus pride and spirit: Red Pride. The club’s
objective is to have all the University
community – students, alumni, faculty and staff
– active in all SVSU events. Among its first
awareness activities was the implementation of
Friday as “Pride Day” with members of the
SVSU family encouraged to wear red.

Reminder has served on campus committees
for Homecoming and Coming Home and also
on the Events Planning Committee in Campus
Life.

Jezierski joined the SVSU faculty in 1970.
His scholarship encompasses original research
interests on the intellectual history of the early
national period of the United States, and more
recently the history of photography in the
Saginaw area. He has received national
recognition for the latter research. Jezierski has
published several articles on the topic and
made a number of presentations, including a
paper at the Eastman House in Rochester, NY,
where he was invited to speak.

Jezierski received the Gross Award for his
book Enterprising Images: The Goodridge
Brothers, African-American Photographers,
1847-1922. Jezierski has a second book in
progress, Henry Peabody: North American
Photographer, and has been asked to write
children’s books on Great Lakes history.

Sanders is a columnist and features reporter
at the Flint Journal. Sanders joined the Journal
staff in 1980 as a metro news reporter, covering
urban and suburban issues, social services,
government and school boards. Bronze Pillars
is the history of 100 African-American Flint
residents – people from all walks of life – who
share their personal trials and triumphs.

Students participate in Commencement
Nearly 700 students are expected to participate

in Commencement, which will take place in
O’Neill Arena at 1:30 p.m. Saturday, May 5.
The 677 people expect to complete degree
requirements this semester or during the
spring/summer semesters and indicated they
plan to don regalia and march in the ceremony.

They are part of a graduating class that
includes 563 who will receive bachelor’s degrees
and 315 who will be accorded master’s degrees.

Designs For Decent Living Exhibition
focuses on affordable housing

ShelterUS, an initiative by a coalition of
local individuals and agencies concerned with
providing affordable housing in the tri-county
community, is being launched with an art
exhibition in the University Art Gallery, May 5.
The exhibit will continue through Aug. 12. 

The exhibition will feature innovative
designs for affordable living such as “mail
order” houses from Bay City in the early 20th
century, Alden B. Dow’s “House with a
Future” from mid-century and more recent
innovations. Photographs of sub-standard
housing and successful affordable housing
projects in the tri-county area also will be
included. Artwork on the theme of “shelter” by
SVSU students will supplement the
architectural images.

A public reception will open the exhibition
at 3 p.m. Saturday, May 5. Gallery tours will
run until 7 p.m. and a presentation on the
ShelterUS initiative is set for 5 p.m. Hours for
the exhibition will be 1 to 5 p.m. Saturdays and
Sundays, and by appointment.

SVSU honors student leaders
The Office of Campus Life recently

recognized a number of students for their
leadership. Named Outstanding Senior Leaders
were Teresa George and Ryan Duckworth.

Most Promising Freshman Leaders were
Mandy Hershey, Michelle Adams, Jessica
Bentoski and Casey Lombard. Outstanding
Non-Traditional Students of the Year were
Joseph Wieland and Walter Kitter.

Named Outstanding Student Organization
On-campus Program/Project was the Cardinal
Hall Council for its efforts during “Winter
Fest.” The University Residence Association
received the award for Outstanding Student
Organization Community Service Program/Project.
The Most Creative Fund-raiser honor went to
Cardinal Hall Council, which also was named
Best New Student Organization of the Year.

Family Night with Math & Science
Center scheduled

The Regional Math and Science Center is
planning a Family Night from 6 to 7:30 p.m.,
Thursday, May 3 in Curtiss Hall. This
opportunity is open to area students in grades 2
through 8 and their families to explore math
and science activities.

An orientation session will take place and
two hands-on activities will be presented.
Information on this summer’s Science and
Mathematics Extravaganza for Kids camps and
future events also will be presented. Refreshments
will be served. Those that are interested should
pre-register by calling 790-4114.

Have You Heard?
• Alpha Chi is requesting articles for the 2001
Alumni Issue of the Recorder. Faculty
members of member institutions may submit
articles or essays ranging from 1,000 to 3,500
words, as long as the subject matter ties in to a
recognized academic discipline. For more
information, contact Gretchen Mooningham,
Alpha Chi advisor, Department of Mathematical
Sciences, 304 Science Building, 790-5610.
• The College of Education will offer a class
this spring through interactive distance
learning. EDL553 “School Law” will be
offered Tuesday and Thursday evenings during
spring semester, which begins May 14.
The class will meet from 4:30 to 7:35 p.m.  at
technical centers in Huron, Tuscola, Lapeer
and Sanilac counties. Instructor will be Paul
Novak, SVSU professor of educational
leadership and services. For registration
information, call Debbie Alcock at 790-4940 or
e-mail daalcock@svsu.edu.
• Doan Café will close at 7 p.m., Friday, April
27 and will reopen at 8 a.m., Monday, May 14
with new hours: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday
through Thursday.
• The Office of International Programs is
implementing a mentor program for new
international students. The program focuses on
helping new international students adjust to life
at SVSU. New international students pair with
current SVSU students, faculty or staff. For
more information, call 790-4473 or e-mail
dmar@svsu.edu.
• Faculty and staff may bestow the alumni
scroll to graduating family members at
Commencement, May 5. Call Cheri Ayayi at
790-4384 to make arrangements.
• Submit details for the Fall 2001 Calendar of
Events to University Communications,
ucomm@svsu.edu, or call 790-4039.
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The Friends of
SVSU will host an
evening of food,
drink and friendship,
not to mention a
chance to take home
prizes, at 4:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, May 16
at Ted’s Banquet
Hall, 5660 Bay Road,
Saginaw. Traditional
brats, kielbasa and
turkey brats will be
served, along with
cold refreshments.
Contributions of $10
for individuals, or
$15 for pairs, will be
accepted. For more
information, contact
Gene Hamilton, 314
Wickes Hall, at
790-4069.
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