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These things shall bel A loftier race 

Than e'er the world has known shall rise 

With flame of freedom in their souls 

And light of knowledge in their eyes 

--John Addington Symonds 
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Prologue to Part I: London, 1766 

Jonathan Jamisson, 23, known as Jay, is an attractive young man-about-town, 

athletic and personable, handsome and rich. He is walking through Covent Garden, 

a busy district of shops and street stalls, taverns and brothels. He is daydreaming 

about Virginia: his ambition is to be a great planter, owning hundreds of slaves. In a 

crowded spot he is brought up short by a man who gets in his way. A moment later 

someone bumps into him from behind, and he stumbles, his hat and wig falling off. 

Regaining his balance, he turns to remonstrate with the clumsy fool behind, and is 

confronted by a sweet-faced child who asks him to buy a posy of flowers. He turns 

to pick up his hat and wig but they have disappeared. 

He realises he has been robbed. 

* 
Later that day the little girl and her two men accomplices hand over a sack of stolen 

wigs and hats to Sidney Lennox, landlord of The Sun, a waterfront tavern in Wapping. 

The girl is Margaret Knapp, 11, nimble, quick-witted and cheeky. One of the 

men is her father Paul, an out-of-work silk weaver who has turned to crime. (Her 

mother is dead.) The other man is a professional criminal, Colin Anglesey. 

Sidney Lennox has a number of more-or-Iess shady enterprises. As well as 

being an innkeeper and receiver of stolen property, he is an "undertaker", which 

means he contracts with shippers to unload coal ships in the port of London, 

employing gangs of casual labourers to do the work. Aged 30, he is cruel, dishonest 

and brutal, and makes no attempt to disguise his nature--except when speaking to 

upper-class people, when he becomes embarrassingly obsequious. He is fit and 

muscular and dangerous in a fight. 

Lennox is angry that the thieves have brought in so few wigs. Anglesey 

explains that although Peg is a "natural", Paul is hesitant and clumsy. Lennox 

grudgingly pays them about a tenth of the value of the loot, deducting a charge for 

their supper. He gives Paul back a hat which, he says, he cannot sell. 

* 
That evening Paul tells his daughter that he regrets turning to crime and tomorrow he 
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is going to make renewed efforts to find legitimate work--if not silk weaving, then 

anything he can get. 

But later that night two parish constables burst in, accuse Paul of being a thief, 

seize the hat as evidence and take him away, leaving Peg alone. She knows enough 

to realise he will almost certainly be hanged or "transported"--exiled to America--and 

either way she is alone in the world. She says to herself "I won't cry and I won't die," 

repeating this over and over again like a litany. 

In the morning she goes to The Sun. Lennox sends her out thieving with Colin 

Anglesey. 

Part I: Scotland, 1767 

1. It is Sunday morning in the coal-mining village of Heugh. On his way to church 

is Malachi McAsh, 21, known as Mack. His eyes shine brightly from a face darkened 

with coal dust. He is intense, passionate and brave. His energy and physical strength 

make him the most productive hewer of coal in the village, but he is a troublemaker. 

The son of an opinionated, discontented father and a pious Bible-reading mother 

(both dead) he is literate, articulate and independent-minded. 

Like all minersl sons he started work at the age of seven, opening and closing 

ventilation doors for a 15-hour shift, six days a week, with no holidays. (An Act of the 

Scottish Parliament abolished Christmas for miners in 1641.) Since childhood Mack 

has been fascinated by the pedlar who calls at the village three or four times a year 

selling knives, ribbons and string. This man, Mack always thought enviously, could 

go to bed when he felt tired and get up at sunrise; whereas minersl children fall into 

an exhausted sleep at the end of their shift and are shaken awake by their mothers 

in the early hours of the morning. 

Now that Mack is a man his longing for freedom takes a more mature form. 

He wants to leave the village and live some place where a man may be free. But 

special laws prevent Scottish miners from doing that. A miner may not change his job 

or even travel without written permission from the mine owner. If he runs away he is 

legally guilty of theft, by stealing himself. Miners may be bought and sold between 
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mine owners, and in one exceptional but notorious case a miner was swapped for a 

donkey. 

The miners do not accept their status uncomplainingly. They constantly debate 

the legality and ethics of what they term their "slavery". Mack has not read the 

Enlightenment political philosophers but their ideas have filtered down through all 

levels of society and Mack believes with John Locke that the authority of a 

government can come only from the consent of the people. King George III and his 

Tory supporters say the king's authority comes from God and the people's duty is to 

obey. Various newspapers and journals find their way into the village and are read 

aloud, by the few literate men, in the tavern on Saturday nights; so the miners are 

aware of these ideological conflicts and of the real political battles going on between 

kings and citizens in London, Paris and Boston. 

Locke also says that if a man disagrees with his government he can go "in 

vacuis locis"--to empty places. In the eighteenth century this means America. But 

Scottish coal miners do not have this option. 

There are three ways to became an enslaved miner. (i) Anyone classed as a 

vagabond may be seized by a mine owner and forced to dig for coal. (ii) Anyone who 

voluntarily works for a year and a day at a mine loses his freedom. (iii) Miners' 

children may by pledged at birth by their parents in exchange for a traditional payment 

called "arles"--sometimes a pair of shoes. Mack was pledged at birth. But he thinks 

he has found a legal loophole which may set him free; and he is excitedly discussing 

this with his sister Esther, 23, as they walk across the snowy mountainside to church. 

Mack has written to Caspar Gordonson, a famous liberal lawyer in London, 

about the slavery of Scottish miners; and to Mack's delight Gordonson has replied. 

And Mack is planning to read the letter out in church. 

Esther shares Mack's longing for freedom. Women are not enslaved, 

technically, but their status as the property of their fathers or husbands means that 

most of them are effectively trapped. However, Esther has determinedly remained 

single, knowing that if she marries a miner she will be here for life. 

However, she tells Mack he should not be so confrontational as to read this 
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inflammatory letter out in church. He should show it to the mine manager privately, 

and get himself freed discreetly. But Mack cannot be satisfied with that. There are 

half a dozen other young men in the village who might be freed by this document, and 

hundreds more in the course of time. Besides, Mack longs to see injustice 

dramatically exposed. 

Now as they come near the church they see something that makes Esther more 

afraid. The mine owner lives in London, and comes to Scotland only rarely; but there 

he is, riding up to the church door on a big chestnut hunter. 

George Jamisson, 55. has a wide range of business and political interests. He 

owns six lucrative coal mines. a sugar plantation in Barbados with 500 slaves, a 

tobacco plantation in Virginia and a fleet of merchant ships. His early career is rarely 

spoken of but there are rumours of a shameful secret. However. he is now a 

magistrate and Alderman of Wapping, which means he is responsible for policing the 

waterfront. He is a big. beefy man with hearty appetites and a jovial manner. but 

though shrewd he is shallow, and when his interests are trlreatened he will reveal 

himself to be ruthless and brutal. 

Jamisson is paying a rare visit to his Scottish castle. and he has come to 

church with his family and guests, all in their wigs and hats, swords and silk stockings. 

Esther now anxiously says that of course Mack will postpone his reading of the 

letter. for he could get into terrible trouble. But Mack gets a stubborn look on his face 

(reminding Esther of their mother when taking a moral stand) and he says: "Oh, no-

this makes it all the better." 

2. Among the guests are Lady Hallim. the improvident widow who lives on the 

neighbouring estate, and her beautiful daughter Lizzie, 20, spirited. wilful and proud. 

Ever since puberty Lizzie has resented being a girl. Her individuality is suffocated by 

polite society, and she hates her cumbersome petticoats and restrictive corsets. She 

is interested in horses and guns and sports, and she would rather talk to men than 

women. 

The huge Hallim estate, which her mother holds in trust for Lizzie until she 
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marries, is bankrupt and mortgaged, and Lizzie is expected to marry someone who 

can payoff the debts. Unfortunately most men want her merely as an ornament, and 

several have been swiftly discouraged by her haughtiness. Now she is under heavy 

pressure to marry her current suitor, ~Q uI'Qaltb¥. g6lll, VlifFI~i3R Garlte" 8e~o, whe.j,s 

.QISQ among the Q6Iesto at the castl,,"", ~~~ \ ~ -wl lit \1 i:W..I N..l1 ~J 

However, Lizzie is more interested in Jay, the younger son of George 

Jamisson. (I.bQ Giger sen, VViliiam, is in the \\lest Indio&.) They knew one another 

as children but she has not seen Jay for some years. He has become an attractive 

young man. Like Lizzie he is a very good horseman, and on their way to church they 

enjoy a slightly dangerous gallop through the snow before slowing the horses to a 

walk. 

Jay tells Lizzie that he wants to make his career in the American colonies. He 

is an army officer (which is only intermittently a full-time job) and he is hoping his 

regiment will be posted to North America. His father has promised to give him the 

family plantation near Fredericksburg. He paints a vivid picture of the free-and-easy 

outdoor life in the colony, and confesses a long-term ambition to be Governor of 

Virginia. 

Lizzie is captivated by Jay and his dreams, and she wishes he would ask her 

to be part of them. She is only slightly troubled by a hint of callousness in his attitude 

to the coal miners, who, he says, are closer to animals than to humans, just like the 

black slaves who grow his tobacco. 

3. Throughout the service Mack is in a fever of excitement and fear. Mine owners 

have wide powers to punish miners who misbehave, and Jamisson is a magistrate too, 

which means he could even have Mack hanged. On the other hand Mack thinks that 

the vicar, Reverend York, is bound to listen to reason and throw the weight of his 

moral authority behind truth and reason. 

After the regular service there is a christening. The parents are Mack's cousin 

Jen, 30, and her husband Saul, who have four children, the oldest of whom, Wullie, 

already works in the mine. 
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They pledge their new baby to the mine and George Jamisson rises to hand 

over the customary payment. (The mine manager would normally do this on his 

behalf.) At this pOint Mack stands up and announces that the payment of aries has 

no legal force. First to respond is Saul, who wants Jamisson's money and tells Mack 

to mind his own business. However, the younger men in the congregation are 

naturally deeply interested and press Mack to go on. 

He reads the letter from Caspar Gordonson, which says that this ceremony has 

no foundation in English or Scottish law, and that the parents cannot sell what they 

do not own, namely the freedom of a grown man. Of course they may force their child 

to work in the mine until he reaches the age of majority, 21, but then he will be free 

to leave--until, that is, he has worked voluntarily at the mine for a year and a day, 

after which he will have enslaved himself. 

Both Reverend York and George Jamisson have heard of Caspar Gordonson, 

who is an associate of the charismatic (non-fictional) liberal leader John Wilkes, 

currently living in exile in Paris. 

Reverend York reads the letter with a troubled frown and seems to think it is 

valid. But Jamisson steps in and browbeats him, and York shamefully caves in, 

shocking Mack. 

Mack is scared of Jamisson but he will not be intimidated. Finally Jay steps in. 

He snatches the letter and tears it up. Mack is devastated to lose it--but on the other 

hand everyone can see that Jay's gesture is something of an admission of defeat. 

The service breaks up in confusion. Outside, Lizzie confronts Mack. (They 

know each other from childhood. Mack's mother had been a skivvy at Hallim Castle 

before she married, and after Mack was born she sometimes took him with her to visit 

old friends in the servants' hall; and Mack would sometimes play with the tomboy 

Lizzie.) Lizzie, flushed with indignation, tells Mack he deserves to be flogged for his 

insolence. He replies coolly that Lizzie has never been inside a coal mine so she has 

no idea what she is talking about. 

4. Jay has always been overshadowed by his elder brother and feels oppressed 
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and bulled by his father. In particular he is resentful about the Virginia plantation, for 

although it has always been promised to him, it has never actually been signed over, 

despite what he told Lizzie. But the sad fact is that Jay treats other people the way 

his father treats him, using them for his own purposes. He believes that the only way 

to make people work is to enslave and coerce them, like animals. His dream of 

Virginia involves having the power of life and death over hundreds of slaves. The only 

thing that would truly satisfy him would be to be king. He wrongly imagines that being 

governor of an American colony would give him quasi-royal power. In his wildest 

dreams he foresees a union of the 13 American colonies ruled over by himself as the 

king's regent. 

When the party returns to the castle Lizzie, stung by Mack's remarks, demands 

to be taken down a coal mine. George tells her it is no place for a lady, but that only 

inflames her curiosity and she proposes to disguise herself as a man. George says 

patronisingly that she is too pretty to get away with that. 

Imagining that is the end of the matter, Jay and George go into George's study 

to drink a pre-prandial whisky. George is worried about unrest in America. The new 

Revenue Act, which imposes tariffs on various goods imported by the colonies, has 

so outraged the colonists that they have begun a boycott of British goods and a 

programme of import substitution. This is bad for Jamisson as a shipper. However, 

the most profitable trade is transporting convicts to America on behalf of the 

government--a business in which he has a near-monopoly--and fortunately this is 

not affected. 

Jay mentions the Virginia property and the possibility that he might be posted 

to America. Once again his father is evasive about signing it over."Q;;~.tf+H!Ht1FHe:dB~ 

has a follow-up. He knows that for years George has coveted eighbouring 

Hallim estate, convinced that it must bear coal. No ells his father he is thinking 

of proposing marriage to Lizzie Hallim. rge is immediately enthusiastic and begins 

to talk about how they' arch for coal. Jay pulls him up short by saying he will 



10 


he laughs and says: "All right, you win." 

At dinner the party is joined by a fresh-faced young clergyman who begins to 

behave badly after a couple of glasses of wine, using strong language and flirting with 

the women. Not until he chokes on a cigar is he revealed to be Lizzie in disguise. 

George and Jay now agree tllat 5118 II lay go dOWI. tl Ie mine. J"j 1MM ~ 
h ~ \\.vI ~ 

5. Lizzie is eager and excited next evening as she approaches the pit head at 

midnight for the start of the shift. She is dressed as a man again. 

Access to the coal face is by a spiral stair that winds around the inside of the 

200ft-deep shaft. There is no mechanical lifting gear other than a water pump 

powered by a horse turning a gin. Lizzie and Jay descend the stairs and enter one 

of the tunnels. 

Before mining begins, and at intervals during the shift, the miners test for the 

presence of the explosive gas they call firedamp (methane). Jay explains to Lizzie 

that one of the men is designated fireman and has responsibility for this procedure. 

It involves special skills which are handed down from father to son. In this pit the 

fireman is Mack McAsh. Although unpaid the post is very important, for if gas is 

allowed to build up the pit will have to be closed and people will starve. 

The only way to test for firedamp, incredibly, is with a lighted candle. Mack 

advances into the tunnel, periodically lifting his candle slowly to roof level (where the 

lighter-than-air gas gathers) while he intently studies the flame watching for a tell-tale 

blue tinge. Observing this, Lizzie realises with a chill that a coal mine is a dangerous 

place. 

Testing over, the men start work. Each miner works a 12ft-wide section of the 

coal face called a room. Between one room and the next a pillar of coal, also 12ft 

wide, is left untouched to support the roof. The rooms remind Lizzie of the small 

chapels off the aisle of a great cathedral. and the church-like effect is heightened by 

the "flickering candlelight. 

A miner begins by undercutting the coal face at floor level, making an 


indentation across the width of his room. Then he uses wedges to break up the coal 
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above the indentation, causing it to crumble and fall down in lumps. 

When the men have been working for a couple of hours their bearers arrive to 

begin carrying the coal to the pit head. Lizzie is shocked to see that the bearers are 

mostly women and girls. Jay explains that a miner is paid by the weight of coal he 

delivers to the pit head. A single man must hire bearers and pay them out of his 

earnings (Mack's bearers are his sister Esther and an unmarried cousin, Annie) but 

a married man uses his wife and children. The men work from midnight to lOam, the 

bearers from 2am to 5pm. Men, women and children drink gallons of strong ale, eat 

red meat and die young. A miner's earnings seem high, but this reflects the work of 

his bearers, and on balance the work is highly unattractive--hence the slavery 

system. 

Lizzie watches as the women and children shovel the loose coal into huge 

baskets called corves, each carrying 112 pounds of coal. It takes two people to lift 

a corf on to the back of a third, where it is secured by a strap around the head. When 

loaded, a bearer carries her candle between her teeth. 

The smaller girls carry part-filled corves. One of the black-faced miners asks 

Lizzie if she would like to feel the weight of a half-full corf about to be carried by a girl 

about twelve years old. Over Jay's protests Lizzie agrees. She collapses under the 

weight and is saved from serious injury by the miner, who knew what was going to 

happen. She falls into his arms and feels him freeze as he realises he is holding a 

woman's body. Their eyes meet, and in a flash she recognises Mack, and he her. 

Meanwhile Esther repeats the gas test and finds a trace of firedamp in the air. 

The overman, reluctant to halt production if the amount of gas is small, tells Mack to 

test other locations. Mack says pointedly that if the Jamissons would pay to sink 

ventilation shafts to let gas escape there would be no need to risk lives. Jay says, 

with the air of one who explains some simple fact of life, that no sound businessman 

will pay for an expensive procedure when there is a cheaper means of achieving the 

same end. 

All the same Jay is not willing to risk his own life or Lizzie's, and they leave. 

Climbing the 200ft shaft Lizzie has to stop several times to rest. When she does so 
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the women and children climb past her with their heavy baskets of coal. She sees 

that some of the younger girls are crying with pain and exhaustion, but they are urged 

on by their mothers, who will not let them rest until they reach the top. Lizzie tells Jay 

that after this she will never allow coal to be mined on the Hallim estate. 

The alarm bell is rung. Jay picks Lizzie up and carries her to the top. 

6. Mack has found that the gas is spreading rapidly. He must now get rid of it by 

the only known method which is to explode it. The task is dangerous but urgent: it 

must be done before the concentration reaches a level such that the explosion would 

destroy the tunnels, for that would bring starvation to the village this winter. Mack can 

remember a winter when the pit closed: many people died, including his parents. 

At the foot of the shaft, where the gas cannot accumulate, they make a large 

torch and fix it upright to a board that can be pulled along by a string. In the tunnel, 

where the gas is thickening with startling rapidity, they dig a shallow trench. Mack 

wraps himself in wet rags and lies in the trench. Annie hands him the string of the 

torch, then kisses him on the lips, passionately: she is in love with him. Esther lays 

a thick board over the trench then throws water on the board. Esther and Annie 

return to the foot of the shaft, light the torch, and take cover. 

* 

At the pit head Lizzie recognises Jen, Mack's cousin, the mother of the baby who was 

christened on Sunday. She is searching for her seven-year-old son Wullie. She 

finds her husband and sees that Wullie is not with him. He must be in the mine still. 

She looks down the shaft in time to see the torch disappearing into the tunnel. She 

screams and begins to run down the stairs, but she doesn't have a hope. 

* 
Mack in his trench steadily pulls the blazing torch into the gas-filled tunnel, waiting for 

the explosion, remembering how his father's body was scarred with old burns. Then 

to his horror he hears a child crying and saying: "Where is everyone?" 

Mack can guess what has happened. When he was a boy he often used to all 

asleep at some point during his 15-hour shift. This child has obviously slept through 
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the alarm. 

Mack leaps out of his trench, praying the gas will not ignite for a few more 

seconds, and runs to the child. He recognises his cousin Jen's boy Wullie. There is 

no room for two in the trench so Mack picks up Wullie and runs for the shaft. The gas 

blows just before he reaches the open air. He is thrown to the ground by the blast 

and suffers minor burns but he escapes serious injury. Wullie is unscathed and is 

restored to a sobbing Jen and a white-faced Saul. 

Jay Jamisson congratulates Mack, but Mack spurns his praise, saying that 

incidents such as these are caused by the greed of the mine owners. Once again Jay 

is infuriated by Mack's insolence. Mack goes on to say that tomorrow is his 22nd 

birthday. He is one day short of servitude according to Caspar Gordonson's ruling. 

But Mack will not be at work tomorrow. He is leaving. 

7. Jay is seething with rage after a second humiliation by Mack. He and his father 

agree that, whatever the legal technicalities, the coal industry will be crippled if young 

miners are allowed to leave at the height of their powers. And it is their patriotic duty 

to produce the coal the nation needs. So Mack must be crushed. 

Jay proposes to seize him and force him to the mine so that he works his last 

day. George normally prefers more subtle solutions but on this occasion he cannot 

think of one so he concurs. 

Jay is aware that Lizzie's thoughtless conservatism has been shaken by her 

visit to the mine so he does not tell her what he plans to do with Mack. He also does 

not tell his father that Lizzie has vowed never to allow coal to be mined on her land. 

After they are married the land will be his to do what he likes with. 

8. Mack now has a confrontation with Annie. They have always been fond of one 

another and, as cousins sometimes do, they have recently experimented with sex, 

although they have not had full intercourse. Nevertheless Annie is in love with him 

and now she pleads with him to abandon his rebellion and stay in the village. He says 

fiercely that he will not raise children to slavery. Annie in desperation tries to seduce 
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him. He is unable to resist temptation and, with a sense that he is sealing his fate, 

he lies down with her. 

But before they can consummate the act of love, Jay and three of his 

gamekeepers burst in. After a fierce fight they drag Mack away. 

He is taken to the pit head and subjected to a traditional punishment, "going the 

rown". When the men arrive for the next shift they see him tied to the water-pump 

horse, forced to run backwards in a circle all day. Despite Jay's efforts, Lizzie sees 

this. 

Mack is released at the end of the shift and reminded by Jay that he has now 

been at the mine a year and a day and is therefore a slave for life. Legally this is 

highly dubious of course, but the upshot is that Mack cannot walk away from the 

village like a free man. 

He tells Esther he is going anyway. He will make his way to Glasgow and get 

a berth on a ship. She cannot go with him but he promises he will send her money 

to enable her to join him wherever he ends up. 

She scouts the road out of the village and finds that Jay has posted men at the 

only bridge over the river. Mack will have to swim. 

9. The Jamissons and their guests go hunting deer. They have an exhilarating 

day. This is just the kind of thing Lizzie likes and she is an expert shot. She and Jay 

forget coal miners for a while. At the end of the day he asks her to marry him. She 

says she needs time to think. 

George tells Jay to withdraw the men guarding the bridge. Let Mack go, he 

says. We've made our point: nobody believes that miners may leave at the age of 21. 

Mack will be just another runaway. And we will be well rid of such a troublemaker. 

Jay does not agree but he has to obey his father. 

10. Before Jay has carried out this command, Lizzie slips away from the house, 

swathed in furs, to be alone and think. She is somewhat confused. Jay is the suitor 

she wanted but she is unnerved by his apparent callousness. On the other hand she 

~ Iwt ~ !WI) auJU.I,.. Wi, 

~~ . 
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is very attracted to him especially when she considers the alternative, Carlton Betts, 

who couldn't look when the stag was gralloched (disembowelled) earlier today. 

As she stands there she sees a man swimming the freezing river, his clothes 

in a bundle on his head. Not seeing her, he climbs out right in front of her, and she 

recognises Mack. The water has washed away some of the coal dust and his skin is 

pale in the moonlight. It is the first time Lizzie has seen a naked man. 

At last he sees her. Naturally he fears she will raise the alarm. Instead she 

gives him her fur wrap and wishes him luck. 

Her sympathy with Mack's desire for freedom contrasts with Jay's desire to 

keep him enslaved, she thinks; and she wonders if they are incompatible. But when 

she goes back into the house Jay tells her that he has decided to let Mack escape. 

He cleverly presents this as an act of mercy rather than expediency. She feels 

grateful to him and guilty that she misjudged him; and when he repeats his proposal 

of marriage she accepts. 

11. Mack walks away from the village with a sense of soaring elation. He does not 

know what will happen tomorrow but he can be sure it will be different from yesterday. 

At last his fate is in his own hands. He is on the road to freedom. 

Prologue to Part II: Kentucky, 1767 

A lone hunter leads a packhorse loaded with deer hides and beaver pelts through 

unmapped territory west of the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia. He has been 

searching for the legendary bluegrass country, but he is about to give up. 

The existence of this empty paradise was first reported in 1752 by a 

Pennsylvania trader captured by Shawnee Indians near the Falls of the Ohio. A fertile 

land teeming with game, it is unoccupied because the Shawnee and the Cherokee 

have been warring over it since before anyone from either side can remember. In 

1766 a hunter crossed the Blue Ridge Mountains and hunted across uninhabited 

grassland all the way to the Mississippi, whence he rafted downstream to New 

Orleans where he sold his hides. 
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But our man has failed to find grasslands, let alone bluegrass, and he is now 

heading back to Virginia. Before he goes he carves his name and the date in the bark 

of a great tree: Daniel Boone, Xmas 1767. 

Part II: London, 1768 

1. Peg Knapp, the girl whose father was arrested in the Prologue to Part I, is now 

13. She lives by stealing, smokes a pipe, and is know as Quick Peg. She did once 

get a legitimate job in the kitchen of a big house but her employer whipped her and 

she ran away. She is impudent and bold but in her heart she is often scared, for she 

watched her father hang and she is terrified that she will die the same way. But 

whenever fear threatens to possess her she repeats to herself the magic words, "I 

won't cry and I won't die," and she is able to keep going. Inside her chemise she 

keeps a hand-coloured print she once stole. It shows three people, a father, a mother 

and a little girl, standing in front of a small neat cottage in a garden. She looks at this 

picture every night, before she goes to sleep on the floor of The Sun tavern, and 

hopes to dream that she is the girl in the picture. 

She is scared right now. Wearing the simple frock of a dressmaker's 

apprentice she knocks at the door of a wealthy middle-class house in Cavendish 

Square, not far from Tyburn Cross where the hangings take place. She tells the 

footman that she has come with a message from the dressmaker to say that his 

mistress's gowns are ready to be tried on, and when would it please the lady to call? 

He tells her to wait in the hall while he inquires. 

As soon as he disappears upstairs, Peg opens the front door and admits Colin 

Anglesey, wearing a big loose coat with enormous pockets inside the skirt. He quickly 

sets about robbing the ground floor of the house, taking small valuables such as 

walking canes, candlesticks and table linen. In the dining room he has trouble 

breaking the lock of the cutlery drawer and this delays him. Peg begins to recite her 

magic words. The footman returns and gives Peg a date and time. But she cannot 

leave Colin, so she says the dressmaker will not be there that day and asks for an 

alternative. Irritably the footman starts up the stairs. A maid comes along and Peg 
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is unable to stop her going into the dining room. Colin is caught red-handed. 

Colin and Peg flee. Colin gets away but Peg is caught by the footman. He 

knocks her to the ground and begins to kick her mercilessly. She feels a rib crack and 

begins to go dizzy from the blows to her head. Then suddenly it stops. Through 

blurred vision she sees the footman being restrained by a short, muscular young man 

in drab clothing and wooden clogs. The footman protests that Peg tried to rob him, 

to which her rescuer replies in a Scots accent: "Is that all? From the way you were 

kicking her I thought she had murdered someone at least!" 

The stranger is Mack McAsh. He takes her into a tavern and buys her a tot of 

gin (he cannot afford brandy). She cries and tells him he is the first person who has 

done anything for her since her father died. 

Mack tells her he has been looking for work for three weeks without success. 

She takes him to Wapping and introduces him to Sidney Lennox. Lennox is always 

looking for brawny young men to unload coal ships, and he prefers na'ive out-of

towners who will not protest about the appalling working conditions. He offers Mack 

a job and Mack accepts gratefully. 

2. The Jamissons are back in London preparing for the wedding of Lizzie and Jay. 

George is increasingly worried by political developments at home and abroad. The 

people of London are in savage mood after a bitterly cold winter during which the price 

of bread doubled. Sailors, hatters and grinders are all demanding wage increases. 

The popular radical John Wilkes has returned from exile and no one knows what he 

is going to do, 

The economic slump has been caused in part by the American boycott of 

British goods. Launched by the Boston town meeting in protest against the new 

import duties, the boycott has been widely publicised in John Dickinson's popular and 

much-reprinted "Letters from a Pennsylvania Farmer". 

The Jamissons' weakness is that their profits depend on a raft of protective 

legislation, from the rules that enslave Scottish miners to the law that forbids the rum 

distillers of Boston to buy their molasses from French sugar plantations that rival the 
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Jamissons'. They are therefore terrified of unrest and eager to repress it ruthlessly. 

Lizzie has a foolish feminine tendency to ask whether people might have reasonable 

cause for complaint but, as Jay says, once you start thinking that way there's no 

telling where it will end. 

Jay is keen to get his regiment involved in quelling riots. Part of his motivation 

is a simple yen for action, but he has another reason. He is campaigning for a 

transfer to America. His plan is to take up residence on the plantation, put down rebel 

colonists with merciless efficiency, and pursue a military-political career, becoming 

eventually Governor of Virginia and perhaps, who knows, Lord Regent of the United 

American Colonies. In order to get this posting he needs to impress his superiors with 

his ability to crush rebellion, so there is nothing he would like more than a 

confrontation with the London mob. 

In this his father may playa crucial role. There is no police force in Britain at 

this point in history. Order is kept by a network of magistrates, of whom George 

Jamisson is one. The magistrates are assisted by untrained parish constables, and 

for criminal intelligence they rely on paid informants who are often themselves crooks. 

However, magistrates have the power to call out the troops to suppress disorder. 

George now presents Jay with a contract permitting him to mine for coal on the 

Hallim estate, after the wedding. Jay signs, and says: "And now we'll sign the transfer 

of the Virginia property." Ah, says his father, that damn fool clerk seems to have 

forgotten to bring that one. Never mind, we'll sign it tomorrow. 

Next George, in his role as magistrate, sees his most important informant: 

Sidney Lennox. 

The reason Lennox has survived so long as a criminal is that he constantly 

betrays marginal gang members to Jamisson. Peg's father was one of his victims. 

Now as usual he gives George the names of a handful of offenders, together with the 

means of conVicting them: one has a neighbour who will testify against him, another 

has stolen property at his lodgings, another will be betrayed by a fellow-criminal in 

exchange for a light sentence, and so on. 

George now tells Lennox that for the moment he is not interested in thieves. 
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He wants the men behind the wave of industrial unrest that is washing over London. 

Who organised the sailors' wage demand? Who incited the hatters to go on strike? 

Who led the band of sawyers who burned down a mechanical sawmill? He wants 

names and addresses and evidence. It is a crime to form a "combination", which is 

any kind of trade union, but Jamisson would prefer evidence that these people had 

attacked soldiers or damaged government buildings, which constitutes treason and is 

a hanging matter. 

Lennox promises to try. 

Next day Jay expects to get the deeds of the Virginia property but once again 

his father prevaricates. Jay checks with the lawyer and finds that he has not even 

been instructed to prepare a transfer document. Jay's father has cheated him. 

But overconfidence is George's downfall. Lizzie furiously tells Jay that his 

father's surveyors have been prospecting for coal on her estate. 

Jay does not try to talk her around, but insteaad tells his father that the wedding 

is off. George suggests that Jay promise not to mine for coal on the estate, then 

simply break the promise. Jay agrees to do so--but not until the deeds for the 

plantation are in his hands. George agrees. 

3. Shovelling coal from the hold of a ship into a Thames barge is brutally hard 

work done mainly by muscular Irish immigrants. But the wages offered are high and 

Mack goes to work with a will, calculating how long it will take him to save enough to 

bring Esther to London. He is surprised by the quantities of strong ale and gin sent 

aboard the ships for the coal-heavers by Lennox. The men sweat buckets and drink 

gallons (and nobody drinks the filthy London tap water) but men who slake their thirst 

with gin inevitably suffer accidents. 

On Saturday evening he goes eagerly to collect his wages at The Sun. The 

men are kept waiting all evening, an obvious ploy to get them to spend their money 

in advance at the bar--which annoys Mack, especially when he sees the wives 

waiting, with babes in arms, hoping there will be enough left at the end of the evening 

to fee their children for the week ahead. 
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When at midnight the wages are paid, Mack is stupefied by the deductions. 

The rate of pay is 16 pence per 20 sacks of coal unloaded. Mack has calculated that 

each gang member has earned a pound--240 pence--a day. But each man is 

charged 180 pence per day for liquor! This is regardless of how much he drank. 

Then Lennox takes a commission of 16 pence per ship, and charges each man 6 

pence a day for rent of a shovel. There are also tips for various intermediaries. Out 

of 6 pounds gross, Mack is actually left with a little over one pound net. He can live 

on this but it would take him years to save enough to send for Esther. He protests 

but it seems there is nothing he can do. 

Then he notices that men who are too drunk or stupid to add up are not even 

being paid what they are due after all these deductions. He begins to check Lennox's 

arithmetic and correct his "errors". Lennox tells him to mind his own business, and 

Peg begs him not to cause trouble, but Mack cannot stand quietly and watch such 

injustice, and the wives egg him on. He checks every man's wages and becomes the 

hero of the hour. 

Then, on Monday when they turn up for work, Lennox tells them they are all 

fired. 

Mack leads them on a search for work, but all the other "undertakers" have 

been warned by Lennox and they are turned down everywhere. 

Mack has gone from high hopes to despair in a few days. Now as a last resort 

he puts his name down for a prizefight. To his surprise he knocks his opponent out 

with a single punch. He is entered for a big-money event which, if he wins, will give 

him enough money to send for Esther. 

4. Lizzie sees an advertisement for the 'fight and realises that Mack McAsh the 

Scotch Bruiser must be the Mack she knows. She goes to the fight, again dressed 

as a man. Mack is immensely strong but he lacks the killer instinct and he is 

defeated. Lizzie gives him brandy and bathes his wounds, and he begins to fall in 

love with her. 

He tells her about the coal-heavers. She suggests he go and talk to Caspar 
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Gordonson. 

5. Mack's despair turns to hope again when Gordonson greets him warmly. The 

lawyer is intrigued to meet this liberty-loving miner, and he hates the Jamissons for 

the greedy brutes they are. He tells Mack that the coal-heavers' "liquor payments" 

are a long-standing scandal. All the undertakers are tavern keepers and they always 

try to make the men drink their wages. Parliament has passed legislation against 

these practices but the undertakers have found ways around the law. 

Together Mack and Gordonson devise an alternative ganging system and 

Caspar gets authorization from an enlightened magistrate to implement it. They get 

a contract to unload a ship and go to work. 

6. Lennox is furious about this. He knows that all the coal-heavers will go over 

to the new system unless he can do something to wreck it. He decides to tell George 

Jamisson that Mack is one of the political agitators causing trouble in London. But he 

will need evidence. 

He tells Peg she must plant some evidence at the place where Mack lives. Peg 

is a child and will remain so throughout our story, but she adores Mack and she 

refuses to betray him. Lennox threatens to inform on her for thieving and tells her he 

did the same to her father. Terri'fied of being hanged, she promises to do Lennox's 

bidding. But she cannot follow through. She confesses all to Mack, leaves The Sun 

and moves in with Mack, working as a messenger for the coal-heavers. 

7. Lizzie marries Jay. Mack and Peg watch the wedding procession. Mack is 

mournful: he knows of course that ladies never marry coal heavers but all the same 

he thinks he would make her a better husband than Jay. Peg is scornful of his 

romantic feelings. 

8. Lizzie's first experience of sexual intercourse is disappointing but her mother 

te/ls her it will get beUer. 
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Soon after the wedding she learns that George has sunk a coal pit on her 

estate. She storms in to Jay. He has been expecting this and is defiant. He says he 

had to pay her mother's debts. Lizzie is stupefied by this naked betrayal of trust. 

9. The (nonfictional) political situation gets worse. John Wilkes wins election as 

MP for Middlesex but he is jailed before he can take his seat. His supporters 

rampage through the streets, breaking the windows of known Tories such as the 

Jamissons. In this atmosphere Lennox comes to see George. He has failed to find 

evidence against any agitators, but he says people are stirring up trouble amongst the 

coal-heavers, and asks George to boycott the new gangs. He agrees and Jay 

persuades all the other shippers to join in the boycott. 

When Lizzie hears about this she and Jay have a row during which it is 

revealed to Jay that the coal-heavers' leader is Mack. 

10. Mack and one of his gangs empty a coal ship, the men paying for their beer as 

they go and using their own shovels. The captain pays them and Mack immediately 

distributes the money. Then the captain tells Mack that his bosses have ordered all 

captains not to use Mack's gangs any more. Mack goes around looking for work and 

'finds all the shippers have done this. 

He organises a strike of coal-heavers. 

Mack and Caspar know that violence and disorder will damage their position 

by giving the authorities an excuse for a savage clampdown, so they struggle to keep 

the coal-heavers peaceful. 

The shippers try to get sailors to unload the coal ships but the sailors go on 

strike too and the port of London comes to a standstill. 

11. Peg is running an errand for Mack when she is seized by Colin Anglesey. He 

takes her to Lennox who has her brought before Jamisson, convicted of theft and 

sentenced to hang. Then she is told she will be reprieved if she helps Jamisson bring 

Mack to justice. She breaks down and gives them the location of Mack's secret strike 
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headquarters. Her sentence is commuted to transportation: she will be sent to 

America. 

12. Lennox foments a riot at Mack's headquarters. George Jarnisson calls out the 

troops. Jay's regiment leads them. They arrest Mack and fire into the crowd, killing 

several people. 

13. By now Lizzie realises that marrying Jay was the worst mistake of her life. It 

is not easy for a woman to leave her husband in the eighteenth century but she is 

contemplating the idea when Jay learns he is at last to be posted to America. Lizzie 

nourishes a faint hope that they might start again there. 

She is still anguished about Mack and goes to his trial. Mack turns the 

occasion into a trial of the Jamissons, and they are publicly disgraced. But the judge 

is biased and Mack is sentenced to death. 

Reverend York comes from Heugh for the trial. He brings the news that Esther 

is dead, killed in a roof collapse in the coal mine. 

Lizzie intercedes on Mack's behalf with a government minister and his sentence 

is changed to transportation. 

14. Colin Anglesey is so horrified by Lennox's treatment of Peg that at last the 

worm turns. He informs on Lennox and, with the help of Caspar Gordonson, Lennox 

is brought to trial. Peg and others testify that Lennox has been a criminal for years. 

The Jamissons drop Lennox like a hot brick. He, too, is sentenced to transportation. 

Prologue to Part III: Western Pennsylvania, 1768 

Kobe Tambala, a farmer from Senegal, is slave to a pioneer in the Monongahela 

Valley. Together they clear fields, build a shelter and plant a crop. Kobe's owner is 

a poor farmer but he will not listen to his slave's advice and he does badly. He 

returns to civilisation and puts Kobe up for sale. Kobe is bought by the manager of 

the Jamisson plantation near Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
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Part III: "rhe Crossing, 1769 

1. There is a delay of several months before Jay's regiment finally takes ship for 

Boston. Jay gets permission to travel separately, go via Virginia, and take three 

weeks' leave to instal himself in his new home. 

They leave in the spring. This is the time of year when the Jamissons ship 

convicts across the Atlantic, timing their arrival for the season when planters are taking 

on labour for the harvest. Jay and Lizzie travel on the Jamissons' convict ship 

Rosebud. 

Shortly before they set sail, Lizzie finds she is pregnant. 

2. Having languished in Newgate Jail several months Mack, Peg and Lennox are 

at last told they are about to depart. They are first chained in pairs, Peg to a 

prostitute called Cora, Mack to an old man, Barney. With about 120 others, 90 male 

and 30 female, they are marched to the docks and aboard the Rosebud. 

They descend into the hold, still chained. They are treated like cargo. The 

hold is fitted with bunks like shelves, so closely packed that there is not enough 

headroom to sit upright. Four large jars are the toilets. The captain will not permit 

hatches to be opened until they are at sea, for fear convicts will escape, and the 

atmosphere rapidly becomes stifling. 

3. Jay and Lizzie move into the best quarters, two adjoining cabins--one with a 

bed and the other with a dining table--at the rear of the ship on the lower deck. 

Lizzie takes an immediate dislike to the captain, William Bone, who patronisingly 

advises her to keep to her cabin as much as possible and on no account to go below 

decks in case she should see Sights unfit for a lady's eyes. She tells him crisply that 

she will do as she pleases on a ship owned by her family and she has no intention of 

spending the next six to twelve weeks cooped up in her cabin. However, she secretly 

vows to prove her toughness by not being squeamish about anything she may see. 

4. Every second day the convicts are brought up on deck in small groups for 
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exercise. The crew use this as an excuse to torment them, forcing them to do 

contortions, dance jigs, and so on. Lizzie sees this being done and recognises one 

of the victims as Mack. But she does not intervene, telling herself that although this 

procedure is unnecessarily humiliating it is not actually doing the convicts any harm. 

5. A few days out the crew select "wives" for the duration from among the 

convicts. Cora is eager to be selected because it means better treatment, and she 

gets her wish. Other women, and one young man, are reluctant but have no choice. 

Captain Bone selects a girl the same age as Peg. 

Jay is fascinated, almost obsessed, by this: it is the kind of total power over 

people he has always dreamed of. 

6. Jail fever breaks out in the hold. The sick people are tormented by thirst but 

the captain refuses to increase their water ration even though there is water to spare. 

People die every day. Mack, driven to desperation, schemes to take over the ship 

during an exercise period; but he needs outside help. He gets a message to Lizzie 

and begs her to help, but she refuses. 

7. Captain Bone's child "wife" dies and he chooses Peg to replace her. Mack 

manages to get a message to Lizzie informing her. She flies into a rage and tells Jay 

he must forbid this. To her horror Jay refuses. She agrees to help Mack's uprising. 

8. When the moment comes Mack finds that Barney, the old man he is chained 

to, has died. Gruesomely, Mack has to hack off the old man's foot in order to free 

himself from the corpse. 

9. A seaman comes to Jay with a message: The sun is up. This a code phrase 

used by Lennox. Jay sees Lennox who tells him of the planned uprising. Jay warns 

Captain Bone and they nip it in the bud. 
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10. Mack is flogged mercilessly. Jay beats Lizzie up and she miscarries. Peg 

catches the jail fever and is therefore saved from Bone's intentions. 

11. The Rosebud docks at Fredericksburg. Out of 120 convicts only 70 are left 

alive. They will now be put up for sale like slaves. As part of their punishment they 

must work for no wages for seven years. (After that they may return to England if 

they can pay the fare.) The money from the sale of convicts goes to the shipper, and 

this on top of the per-head fee paid by the British government makes transporting 

convicts a rewarding business. 

Jay reserves the youngest and healthiest of this shipment for use on his own 

plantation. Among them he includes Mack. This is partly because Mack is very 

strong and fit, but there is also an element of revenge. Mack has challenged Jay 

again and again, and Jay relishes the thought of having Mack totally in his power. He 

makes Lennox overseer, as reward for betraying the mutiny. 

12. The sale of convicts takes place of Fair Day, a colourful occasion when the 

gentry from the surrounding plantations come into Fredericksburg for the horse racing. 

Not all the convicts find buyers easily. At the end of the day the older men, most of 

the women and all the children are sold as a job lot, like remaindered books, to a 

dealer who will drive them up country in a herd like cattle and sell them to remote 

farmers. 

Peg is heartbroken to be separated from Mack. 

Prologue to Part IV: Kentucky, 1769 

A young Shawnee man, Red Squirrel, and a hunting party come across two white 

hunters in the bluegrass country. They interrogate the men and learn their names: 

Daniel Boone and John Finlay. The white men run off and the braves take their 

supplies and ammunition. 

Red Squirrel is made very thoughtful by this encounter. The bluegrass country 

has been a battleground between Shawnee and Cherokee all his life and all his 
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father's life. The coming of the white hunters could make it a three-sided fight...but 

it might also mean the end of the war. 

Part IV: Virginia, 1769-70 

1. Jay triumphantly moves into his plantation home and immediately sets about 

furthering his career ambitions. Leaving the farming to Lennox and the decoration to 

Lizzie he begins to ingratiate himself with the governor, Norbonne Berkeley, Baron de 

Botetourt (not a fictional name!) and his little circle of Tory courtiers. This makes him 

unpopular with the majority group of Virginia politicians led by George Washington. 

However, Jay does not want elected office: he wants the very top jobs that are only 

given out by the king. 

When his leave is up he departs eagerly for Boston. The journey will take a 

few days in a coastal vessel. (There are no British troops stationed anywhere in the 

south during this historical period.) He is keen once again to prove his ruthless 

efficiency at suppressing rebels, in the hope that military distinction will lead to political 

office. 

2. Mack finds himself once again doing backbreakingly hard labour. During the 

harvest the slaves and convicts work from dawn until dusk in the 'fields and then move 

into the drying sheds where they toil on by candlelight until midnight. . Lennox 

supervises with liberal use of a whip, singling Mack out for specially harsh treatment. 

Mack is a somewhat cowed character, deeply ashamed of the appalling scars which 

he retains from the flogging. 

Mack is befriended by Kobe, an older slave who has had several owners in 

different parts of America (and whom we met briefly in the Prologue to Part III). They 

talk about escape. Kobe says that America has few towns large enough for a man 

to disappear into, and most runaways are recaptured when they try to find work. The 

alternative is to head for the frontier and live off the land, and eventually perhaps 

stake a claim, hoping that pursuit will be long forgotten by the time civilisation catches 

up. Runaways are rarely recaptured from frontier areas--but living off the land is not 
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as easy as it sounds, and many just starve. Pioneer farming requires special skills-

but Kobe was a farmer back in Africa and has been slave to a pioneer here, and he 

believes he could do it, especially with the help of someone young and strong and 

determined. 

But Mack will not go. His spirit has been broken by the dreadful flogging he 

suffered on the Rosebud. 

3. Liz enters into her new life with enthusiasm, fixing up the house and making 

domestic arrangements. But this does not take long and she soon turns her attention 

to the farm. Here, however, she clashes with Lennox, who is superficially polite but 

always undermining her. She particularly dislikes his brutal treatment of the slaves but 

he will not change. She writes to Jay asking him to get rid of Lennox but the post is 

unreliable and she gets no reply. She is able only to rescue Mack, whom she makes 

a house servant, in charge of repairs and maintenance, taking him out of Lennox's 

sphere of authority. 

This brings the two of them close together, and passion smoulders between 

them. 

4. Peg is bought by a hill farmer and his wife, primitive people who eat with their 

fingers and wear their day clothes to bed. She works from dawn to dusk and is fed 

scraps, but she feels safe. Then the wife falls ilL ... 

5. Jay comes home for Christmas. Liz tells him that the price of tobacco is falling 

and they should switch at least half their land to other crops; and she adds that 

Lennox is disobedient and insolent and he must go. Jay, infuriatingly, tells her to 

leave such matters to the menfolk. 

The big social even of the holiday is a (non-fictional) ball given by the Speaker 

of the House of Burgesses in honour of Governor Botetourt. In a calculated insult to 

the governor that enrages Jay, the women show up in gowns of plain homespun, 

implicity declaring their allegiance to the boycott of British imports. 
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6. Peg's mistress dies and she is left alone with the farmer. She spends many 

days in fear. Predictably he soon tries to rape her. But she is prepared and she kills 

him. Then she runs away. 

7. Peg shows up at the Jamisson plantation. Mack and the slaves hide her. The 

sheriff comes searching. Mack persuades Lizzie to conceal her. 

8. Lizzie finds Jay in bed with a slave girl. She discovers that Lennox has been 

buying young slaves for this purpose. She is furious and locks her bedroom door 

every night. 

The night before Jay leaves for Boston he breaks down her door, from injured 

pride more than lust. She threatens him with a pair of loaded pistols, and stays there, 

guns ready, until he rides off in the morning. 

9. An accident occurs and Lizzie has to tend to Mack. She cuts off his shirt and 

sees the terrible scars on his back, and she cries hot tears. They kiss and make love. 

They decide to run away together, taking Kobe and Peg. Lizzie develops a 

cover story about going to visit a relative who is setting up a farm in the hill country, 

and she buys farming implements, seed, muskets and ammunition, all to help the 

fictional relation on his new farm. But she is not sure she has fooled Lennox .... 

10. Jay in Boston is beset by problems. The British army is everywhere plagued 

by deserters who run from the foul food, rock-bottom wages and brutal discipline of 

hanging and flogging; but desertion is an even worse problem here in America, where 

land is cheap or even free, and it is so tempting for runaways to head for the frontier 

and start a new life. 

However, Jay gets his hoped-for opportunity to repress the rebels. In a 

repetition of what he did in London two years ago he orders his men to fire into a 

crowd of protestors, in an incident which goes down in history as the Boston 

Massacre. 
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He gets a letter from Lennox telling him his wife is being unfaithful to him. He 

asks for compassionate leave. His superiors are embarrassed by the outraged 

American reaction to the massacre and they are glad of an excuse to let him go. 

Arriving home, Jay finds that Lizzie has gone--with Mack. He is deeply 

humiliated and enraged. Apart from his personal feelings, he feels his political 

ambitions may not survive the ridicule attaching to a man whose wife runs away with 

a convict. So he puts out the story that Lizzie has been kidnapped, and sets off in 

pursuit. 

11 . News cannot travel faster than a horse so this story does not catch up with the 

runaways. However, they fall foul of the law in another way: Peg is recognised as the 

suspect wanted for the murder of a hill farmer. They have to leave the road, such as 

it is, and take to the trails, abandoning the wagon and loading their stores on to the 

horses. 

Virginia does not have villages as such: it consists of large plantations and 

farms widely separated. However, where trails cross there may be a group of public 

buildings--church, courthouse, tavern and store--and these crossings are named. 

The fugitives pass through or sneak past Charlottesville, Staunton, Fincastle, Fort 

Chiswell and Abingdon, then climb into the Blue Ridge Mountains that form the 

western boundary of settled country. After 300 miles they cross the mountains at a 

pass called Cumberland Gap and enter unmapped territory. 

12. Jay is close behind. They lay a false trail and send him the wrong way. He 

runs low on supplies and turns back. But he vows to return. 

Prologue to Part V: Kentucky, 1770 

Our fugitives follow a route called the Warriors' Trail down through the wooded 

hillsides on to a vast, empty plain. It is spring, and the small blue blossoms of the 

flowering grass give the whole countryside a dark blue-grey hue. They have found 

the legendary bluegrass country. 
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Part V: Kentucky, 1771 

1. Mack and Kobe have cleared land and their first crop of corn is in. Lizzie has 

taught Peg how to track and kill deer and catch fish. The four of them have built a 

crude one-room log cabin. On an autumn evening they eat catfish with pan bread, 

then Peg and Kobe light their pipes while Mack and Lizzie go out "for a stroll", i.e. to 

make love. 

Two British army land surveyors come by. They are scornful of the primitive 

conditions. They treat Kobe like dirt and start a fight. Peg pulls a gun on them. Mack 

and Lizzie come back and kick the surveyors out. 

They all realise that their idyllic isolation cannot last forever. 

2. Liz has had several encounters with the Shawnee. Now she comes across a 

Cherokee war party torturing a Shawnee, Red Squirrel. She saves him, earning the 

friendship of his tribe. 

3. Back in Williamsburg Jay talks to the surveyors and learns exactly where Lizzie 

is. 

He sets out to find her, accompanied by Lennox and a platoon of his roughest 

soldiers. 

They run into a Shawnee hunting party and massacre them. 

4. Jay reaches the farm while Lizzie and Peg are out hunting. The soldiers 

surprise Mack and Kobe. After a fight they are captured. Jay lies in wait for Lizzie 

but she does not come: she has clearly sensed the trap and stayed away. 

Mack foments unrest among the soldiers by pointing out how easy it is to grow 

a crop and kill deer here. Several of the men slip away in the night. 

5. Lizzie and Peg await their moment then rescue Mack and Kobe. 

6. Red Squirrel attacks Jay's party in revenge for the massacre. Lennox is burned 
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alive. 

7. Mack, Kobe, Lizzie and Peg return to their farm. They realise they may have 

to fight again and again for what they have, but the important thing is--they are free. 

The End. 


