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Dear Ken, 

Since I know that time is of the essence, I thought it might 
be wise to send you back my suggestions for a final polish in 
pieces rather than wait until I get through the whole 730 pages. 
So, you're getting my notes on the first 160 pages, which is about 
20% of the manuscript. 

First, I am pleased and delighted with all the improvements. 
The Prologue especially I thought was really great. And the 
manuscript as a whole has a richness and depth to it which makes it 
fascinating reading. 

What you're getting with this letter are the pages that I've 
marked; and you'll see that there aren't too many. Here and there 
are a few tiny line-edit suggestions, a few places where I thought 
your meaning could be made more clear, and also a few spots where 
I thought you were repetitious. 

The bulk of my suggestions, you'll find, have to do with the 
character of Augusta. I believe that she should do all the things 
which you have her do; but I think too that she would be more 
interesting if she were a bit more fearful, tense, if we felt that 
she was stretching a bit to do all these things. If it all comes 
easily to her, then it's not much of a challenge, and the things 
she does become invested with less tension and excitement. Also, 
as you'll see that I mention in my hand-written notes, I would be 
more interested in her as a character if she occasionally had some 

21 W. 26 ST., NEW YORK, N.Y. 10010. PHONE (212) 685-2400. FAX (212) 685-1781 



self-doubt. There's no question, as I said earlier, that she has 
to go ahead and do all the things that she does: but if she asked 
herself whether she should, perhaps hesitated a bit, and then went 
ahead, you would be making her somewhat more human and might better 
prepare for the ending. 

Al 


