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Flying boat mllseum opens in Botwo 
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Photos, models, artifacts all 
part of region's newest museum 
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a-..bout political representation. ' -Ali j~kes 
aside however, the credit for making us all 
forget about politics goes to the organizers 
of the event, in particular, the staff and vol
unteers with both the town of Grand Falls 
and the Environmental Resources Man
agement Associa tion. 

The first salmon festival five years ago' 
took place in relative obscurity. Since then, 
the event has grown beyond the organizer's 
and participant's expectations. ' 

A risk that paid off in this year's festival 
was the addition of big-name entertainers, 
Anna McGoldrick and Tommy Hunter. 
Even though they were brought in. to attract 
the , crowds to the events, organizers 
thoughtfully remembered the senior citi- ' 
zens who were unable to attend. Both To
mmy and Anna visited the Carmelite Home, 
and while the crowds didn't number in the 
thousands, the smiles and joy at seeing 
these famous entertainers were clear on the 
senior's faces. Thank you Anna and Tommy 
for this consideration. 

Another major improvement was the in
creased security at the events. Otange
vested men and women were everywhere, 
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thing or anybody else. ' 
We sure proved 'em wrong this time when 

we rolled over and woke up. 
The impressive nwnbers of people that 

attended the events was likely indicative of 
the friendly help many tourists recieved. 
Indeed, on one occasion someone who was 
busily racing around ensuring an event 
went ahead, took the time out to drive visi
tor, with upalong license plates, to Centen
nial Field for the Tommy Hunter show. 

Tourism has been hailed by many as the 
way of the , future for Central Newfound
land. Events like the Salmon Festival will 
help our tourism industry grow - if we, in 
turn, are willing to help make the festival 
grow: , 

Residents need to get involv~d in the 
planning and organizing of this event. With 
our expertise in this area we can make this 
festival bigger and better. So next year, 
when you start hearing about the plans for 
the Salmon Festival, why not volunteer you 
time and talents to make this event one of 
the province's best parties? 

We've got something good going here, 
together we can make it even better. 

Off to a flying . start 
First, we have to take our hats off to a As an archaeological resource, the crashed 

small group of dedicated individuals who flying boat isn't worth much at the bottom of 
have volunteered their time toward the pres- the harbor. It will likely be forgotten about 
ervation of a town's history and cultural heri- for the next 40 years until someone once 
tage. Congratulations are in order for the Bo- again stumbles across it accidentally. In the 
twood Heritage Society on the opening of meantime, who can even begin to imagine 
their new museum. how much less will be left of the wreck by the 

Second, we have to draw the attention of time someone takes enough interest in the 
the new government to the site of a crashed wreck to excavate it properly? How much 
Boeing Clipper flying boat that has lain at the more of what is there will be coroded by the 
bottom of Botwood harbor for more than 40 salt water with time? 
years. With the centre now in place and open to 

Two years ago, the Exploits Valley Dive public viewing, it becomes all the more im
Team discovered the wreck late in the perative that the government take an inter
season. They enthusiastically ret~ned to the est in seeing that whatever can be recovered 
site last year to begin raising some of the from the site, is recovered - and as soon as 
pieces of the wreck to the surface. The possible. 
largest single piece of the wreck, a three- If that requires getting a proper archae
bladed propeller, stands as a monument to ological team to excavate the site, then that 
their efforts in the Botwood Heritage Centre. ,should be done. If there is no interest, then 

However, after the provincial government 
found out about the dives in the harbor to the 
site of the wreck, they imposed a ban on any 
dives conducted by the Exploits team or 
anyone else, subject to heavy fines for tam
pering with Newfoundland's historic and ar
chaeological resources. 

the Exploits dive team should be permitted 
to resume their dives for the both the sake of 
the heritage centre and for the sake of en
couraging other similar discoveries. 

The interest in the site is there now. How 
long will it take before we see some action on 
this? 
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