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Dear Ken and Al
- I always find it a 1ittle difficult o respmd to synopses, and espocia].ly so in

Xen's case, - I tm.nk, in a fashion than doss mere  than show ;enoral foeeling=was I d:l.el
very strongly, you'll recall in the case of previous very short proposals submitbed,
Thhilalnw one, but I mspect mtmith&rdertoructtommingﬂly

thln a srief m‘bm of the plet, sitmtion a.ndlnajur chu_-lcterl and basle

‘V:I.nio,rutim. The reasonl say this may be axpaxhiemiax especially so in Ken's case
" 1s psed on what I've learned about him and his strengths and what I think are

bis peafexsases relative loves and labors by working with him on NEEDIE, Ken is

a writer, Wwhioh mﬂy'neen égratuitm‘m‘_, buth‘isn't. A ot of guys can :g'.lve youx a compld e
plot antlilhat you get there is what you get, pretty much, in the finished uérk. n{oy
‘are plotters, emmiua, and bMkss them all, But they aren't really writers, which

is to ssy that in Ken's case, the writing creates suprises and qualities on its om s

a® ve hnd‘in ﬂm, say, in the 1940 section, the sceno setting, thé boarding
hm'o, and other touches along the wy that couldn't mry be caught in synopsis
or ehnphh-hy-chaptsr ott!'.lim. As I u:l.d to Ken then, I suspect he s ometines

: ,beeonu impatient wikh the denmk of plott‘.lng Pexxpiavsx and ox:lgcios of action

and prsfera oharacter and atmospjere and set.tin;, which he is 8o wonderfully damm
good at, and which, au fond, not mly the pluses of NEEDIE wut also lie close d
ﬂn heart of its sueeosl, 1 xaxpwxs would guess.

b oma

- Ba aty‘ingﬁ;ll lhnt T will still try to react best I can %o this outline, aswell
" a8 Wome of 11'5 comments, though I can't help feeli.ng ﬂmt mch of what's here and .
A -'.queatim that arise from vhat's hera, or not here, my be answered la ter i.n the

writin; or adjnstments Een w 111 make as he gaes,
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I'l eoncemed with a story aot X only ecme ten yem ago, whieh is a dat.ed
and I say dated
' tino far the Terybmch-in-mind current: auto of the middlo-mt,m :

2N - -rathor thnn his torical, as m the case of the long perspective in NEEDLE to W11,
- - , I hopo ny maani.ng is clear hnro, _bomue I think it's an import.ant eonaideration. o
Right now Egypt -d lussin;: aro apparently on the outa, whereas 10 years agp they
weren't when Na.saer vas r:l.ding around whippings up the froth and playing with
tho Bear And 1t deing so relatively close to now, we get our chronology and
facts oonrusod with todeyxmibxkixkk As I auggeeted to Al whsn he a sked what I
l thought ofhis snggostionl, this might be put in the nsar-future, though itts
true the men would be in at least thei;?:lymiu, I gum, or maybe it could be
Afterm.l when they ﬁ.rst met. In any case, this would leave the\uy open for
~ Bome extnpolation ﬁ'om the zmxmx presert known of internatbonal affairse lgypt
o still seems to be broken with Russia, but 1t cnld be that in fact Sadat or
J vhomever is 13 playing footsie socretly—-I w ouldn t doubt it e i‘lmer--with tho
Russisns at 'a.m time he's paling it with U.8., and talking peace with lsmasl. Sa
he would 1n this guioao, secretly, of course, let them give him nuclear capacity.
. The lusshna, not trsting anybedy, a8 ie their wmt, and in particular not trustin:g
Egypt to not completely and for reaito breakw ith and turm on them,’ 1s iy
| ‘mmitx hedging their beta by at the same time working with PID hsm to glve him md

thel preo‘.lsoly the same thing as they give: Egyptians.
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