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24 April 1986 

Ken Follett Esq 
92 Cheyne Walk 
London SW10 

Dear Ken, 

Re: LIE DOWN WITH LIONS 

A brilliant book! Most exciting and, particularly after the 
first battle, never a dull moment. 

As promised, here are some of my thoughts on some aspects and 
certain sequences which we might need to reconsider if the story 
is to work equally well as a film. 

Let's look at them in some sort of chronological order: 

1. The Opening: 

It is such a good opening that, even if the audience doesn't 
understand it completely straight away, we must keep it. I 
see the bomb-planting cell which Ellis has infiltrated etc 
as, perhaps, a pre-credits sequence. Whatever we decide to 
do, it should be like a teaser at the beginning of the film 
which is later explained in the dialogue. It must come as a 
sudden surprise to Jane to discover that Ellis is, in fact, 
an agent. True this 'betrayal' is very similar to the later 
'betrayal' by Jean-Pierre, but I am not sure that this is a 
real worry. 

2. is: 

I think we might need to make Ellis a little more American, 
if the film is to appeal to an American audience. He is, at 
present, rather English, with his reserve. We see him in 
action in Paris and we are going to see him very resourceful 
and active in Afghanistan. Do we need the sequence in the 
States? Does he, in fact, need a wi and daughter? 
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One thing to consider when you are writing the screenplay 

is the kind of actors we are going for. For example, we 

might go for the top-of-the-tree Harrison Ford for lis. 
Though he may be in his early forties, he'd be acting about 
37. Let's think of someone like Kathleen Turner, around 28, 
for Jane and a really handsome young actor, like Christopher 
Lambert, for the Frenchman. 

3. Jane: 

Although Jane's pregnancy works very well in the book, I 
wonder what the effect will be on screen to have her (a) so 
obviously pregnant and (b) mother of such a young baby. There 
is the danger that it will compromise her sexuality and, of 
course, it does necessitate her playing an essentially passive 
role for much of the story. I agree that the child is an 
essential element. Would it be difficult to make her about 
2 or 3? I realise that this might create some problems in the 
present real time schedule of the story, but, if you can find 
an acceptable way to do it, I am for this. 

4. Afghanistan: 

This will, I believe, be the first film to be made about 
Afghanistan, so I think it must certainly be presented as such, 
with the political situation - and how this is read by the West 
made quite clear. We need a dramatic contrast between the high
ly civilised French culture and the undeveloped, primitive 
tribal li in the near-desert. It would be good if we could 
actually see Ellis making his way to the valley, looking at 
the country and its inhabitants through his eyes. This would 
allow us the opportunity of showing the character of Afghans, 
the power and the cruelty of the tribesmen, and indeed, the 
rigours of Islamic law. We should show the young rebels stripp
ing down the Kalashnikovs and also feel the pressure of the 
Russians strongly as the army of occupation. 

5. After the First Battle 

The first battle is a tremendously exciting development and, 
after this, it all works excellently. I have a few minor 

observations. 


It is just possible that the trek along the butter trail might 
drag a little, especially after the earlier dramatic conflict. 
All the momentum and pace have been built up and then we switch 
to a man, a woman, a child and a horse, plodding through the 
wilderness. I'm sure the conrast will work well, but I think 
we should go for a sprint here, rather than a slog. You may 
be able to sustain the pace by showing the small party under
going the most awful privations, beset by appalling weather 
conditions and hosti terrain, suffering all-but-impossible 
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physical duress, whilst, all the time, behind them Anatoly 
displays utter ruthlessness, destroying everything and anyone 
that gets in his way. 

I do hope that you will find these comments on the whole constructive 
and helpful. I'd be happy to discuss any of the points with you. 

Looking forward to seeing you on May 1st. 

Best regards 

Yours ~. 

~ GEOFFREY REEVE 



