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commercial hostages. Dadgar's investigation into corruption might

Howell now believed that Paul and Bill were straightforward

be genuine, but he knew by now that Payl and Bill were innocent,
therefore he must be holding them on orders from above. The Iranians.
had originally wanted either their promised computerized welfare
svstem or thelr money back. Giving them their welfare system meant
renegotiating the contract - but the new government was not interested
in renegotiating and in any case was unlikely to stay in power long
enough to consummate a deal. |

If Dadgar could not be bribed, convinced of Paul's and Bill's
innocence, or ordered by his superiors to release them on the basis
of a new contract between EDS and the Ministry, there remained to
Howell only one optlon: pay the bail. Dr Houman's efforts to get the
amount reduced had come to nothing. Howell now concentrated on ways
of getting thirteen million dollars from Dallas to Tehran.

He had learned, bit by bit, that there was an EDS rescue team
in Tehran. He was astonished that the head of an American corporation
would set in motion something like that. He was also reassured, for
if he could only get Paul and Bill out of jail, somebody else was
standing by to get them out of Iran.

*

Liz Coburn was frantic with worry .

She sat in the car with Tbni Dvoranchik and Toni's husband Bill.
They were heading for the Royal Tokyo restaurant. It was on Greenville
Avenue, not far from Recipes, the place where Liz and Toni had drunk
daiquiris with Mary Sculley and Mary had shattered Liz's world by
saying: &Jéijili&cafry;}ﬁﬁqovef%fﬁé fence ... Oh, God. I shouldn't
have said that.!

Since that moment Liz had been 1living in constant, stark terror.

(go to 316A)
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Dallies, Liz Cohurr
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