as a complete surprise to us. We were told that Dadgar was
favourably disposed toward you. . . . The Embassy is filing a
Very serious protest.’

‘But what are you doing to get us out?’

‘“You must work through the Iranian legal system. Your
attorneys -

‘Jesus Christ,” Paul said disgustedly.

Jordan §id: ‘We have asked them to move you to a better
part of the jail.’

‘Gee, thanks.’

Sorenson asked: ‘Uh, is there anything else you need?’

“There’s nothing I need,’ Paul said. ‘I’m not planning to be
here very long.’

Bill said: ‘I’d like to get some eye drops.’

‘I’ll see that you do,” Sorenson promised.

Jordan said: ‘I think that’s all for now . . .” He looked at the
guard.

Bill stood up.

Jordan spoke in Farsi'to the guard, who motioned Paul and
Bill to the door. :

They followed the guard back across the courtyard. Jordan
and Sorenson were low-ranking Embassy stafl, Bill reflected.
Why hadn’t Goelz come? It seemed that the Embassy thought
it was EDS’s job to get them out: sending Jordan and Sorenson
was a way of notifying the Iranians that the Embassy was
concerned but at the same time letting Paul and Bill know that
they could not expect much help from the US Government.
We’re a problem the Embassy wants to ignore, Bill thought
angrily.

Inside the main building, the guard opened a door they had
not been through before, and they went from the reception area
into a corridor. On their right were three offices. On their left
were windows looking out into the courtyard. They came to
another door, this one made of thick steel. The guard unlocked
it and ushered them through.

The first thing Bill saw was a TV set.

As he looked around he started to feel a little better. This
part of the jail was p-ded more civilised than the basement. It
was relatively clean and light, with grey walls and grey carpet-
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ing. The cell doors were open and the prisoners were walking
around freely. Daylight came in through the windows.

They continued along a hall with two cells on the right and,
on the left, what appeared to be a bathroom: Bill looked
forward to a chance to get clean again after his night down-
stairs. Glancing through the last door on the right, he saw
shelves of books. Then the guard turned left and led them down
a long narrow corridor and into the last cell.

There they saw someone they knew.

It was Reza Neghabat, the Deputy Minister in charge of
the Social Security Organisation at the Ministry of Health.
Both Paul and Bill knew him well and had worked closely with
him before his arrest last September. They shook hands enthu-
siastically. Bill was relieved to see a familiar face, and someone
who spoke English.

Neghabat was astonished. ‘Why are you in here?”’

Paul shrugged. ‘I kind of hoped you might be able to tell us
that.”

‘But what are you accused of?”’

‘Nothing,’ said Paul. ‘We were interrogated yesterday by
Mister Dadgar, the magistrate who’s investigating your former

Minister, Dr Sheik. He arrested us. No charges, no accusa- -

tions. We’re supposed to be “material witnesses”, we under-
stand.’

Bill looked around. On either side of the cell were paired
stacks of bunks, three high, with another pair beside the
window, making eighteen altogether. As in the cell downstairs,
the bunks were furnished with thin foam rubber mattresses,
the bottom bunk of the three being no more than a mattress on
the floor, and grey wool blankets. However, here some of the
prisoners seemed to have sheets as well. The window, opposite
the door, looked out into the courtyard. Bill could see grass,
flowers and trees, as well as parked cars belonging, he pre-
sumed, to guards. He could also see the low building where
they had just talked with Jordan and Sorenson.

Neghabat introduced Paul and Bill to their cellmates, who
seemed [riendly and a good deal less villainous than the
inmates in the basement. There were plenty of free bunks — the

cell was not as crowded as the one downstairs — and Paul and
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