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THE NUMBERS MAN - supplementary notes

As an alternative, the series could begin with
Richard already in business as a troubleshooting
accountant with a nose for fraud. Hls background
can be sKetched in incidentally over several
eplsodes.

Musical Shares, which wag to be episode
one, would then b2 altered so that Kichard is
hired by the prospective buyer, instead of
being the auditor; and this story would not noed

to be the first.

A change of emphasis. #ost eplsodes end with
the exposure of 2 fraud. However, Instead of
focussing on tihe villain who is jailed (or
forced to resign or whatever), we can achieve
a more upbeat finish b7 emnhasizing the client

who 18 rescued. oxRy;les:

In Musical Shares fichard saves his client
from the error of irivine 2 near-bancrunt comnany.

In 2feanut sSianc:.arnse the musicians {'inally

get, thelr monev.

In Prophet and woss Maurice Canle could

be a victim of, rather t§an & conspirator with,
the extortionist ionr Singer; then Lichard's
detection of the extcrtion would enable Caple to
carry on in buk#éness.

/over



D The following characters co@tld be semi-regulars:
MISS MONKDTON? 50, Richard's grim-faced
secretary, an iron lady who disapproves of ost of

hig clients and 1is none ton sure about Richard
himself, As well as belng prim and sour, she

i1s qulite shrewd, and can spot a con=man in
seconds flat. At sone noint we may be surprised
to learn that tharo Iis man in her 1life,

PET R and CAROLINN SQUIRES, our link with
Richard's and !lutsy's social life. They are
sociocloglically sinilar, as 1t were, to Richard
and Nutsy = ycungish, affluent, educated, childless -
but in other wavs n contrast!: Paeter is pasfionately
ambitious, Carcline 1s 1 bored housewife, and the
marriage 18 on the rocks, Jeter 1s a stocxbroker,

GLORGE GOUGH is an o1 flame of Hutsy's,

a Loddoner now & Dotective-Iaspector with the
CID. A conventionally ru-red wale, all halir and
shoulders, he rasaes #{izhard jealous, but is
nevertheless a useful contact.

Alsp Helo nlawY - see format.
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