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Drati of Kea Follett's new novel, ceatering on the atterpt of a Russion
Feenlntionist to assassinate the cwo nmen pepgotiating an agreerent between
Fagluad and Rusaia to ensure Russiz’s eatry into theimainent wsr on the
#ide of the A411iea, '

Tin Forf of Walden has been picksd by the governuent to negotizte a treaty
wigh the Nassfans, as the Czar's negotistor is Ublemov, who is distently
retloted to bis wife Tydis, and it cam be iandicated that he is sisoly staying
with Wajda for gocianl reasens; their dansghter Charlotte i8 making her debut
thia mesoon,

The xasdar slowly laarns more about Walden, his wife and daughter. Lydia
had a wod affalyr ehen a girl with a revoluticnary, Yaliks, In hier native
Enania, VYhen her porents found ovt they had him arrested and hrr warrcied

1
ofi to Valden, wha wus stationezd in St, Petersburg at the tiwe and searching
for a wife, Chatlotte, i1t eveuntually is learmed, i3 roally Felilka' davphtav.
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Lydis has cowe to love her husband but still resewbevs her luae for Feliks,
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aiiks haz cowe te Enpland to Rill Waldean swnd Oblowow; be has
legrned ef the nlng fnr the treaty and wauta to step it--prow Bassisn peasans
shouldn't b2 dragsed into g war not of thelr mukiaz. Be attevpts to kill
Balden a0 ®hlonov t G}arlo*rc‘s prasezatetion ot ceurt but Is so startied
tes ges Lydis wich them thag he bungles i, EHe thewn attem ;pr to kill the won
at the hQLﬁl whare Oblﬁnov 1z movad, but fails onge more. Ublomov ds movad
again and he has not a clue to his wner@abauﬁs.

ac this poiatr he wakxes the scqualatonc: of Chavlotee, who 18 trying to fiud

out about life, since her parents have cappealad a great deal from har witch
a thoroughly Victovian wobrinzing. Shas steals weay to a Suffragette rally
and iz almogt trampled teforz baiog rescuad by Feliks, She is intriguad witch
hin, feels he is the firsr adult “to spaak cense to her” znd he in tmrn
realizes she is his daughter. Be confidas his plar to kill Oblomov to hex
and she agress te help him, Oblowov has gone to the Waldea couatry house

and Charlotte vrites Feliks from thars to say that {s where he can be lound,

The police have been trailing Foliks and lesrn his intentfon to g0 to

the Walden country house; they tall him but he discovers this and escapes,
makes contact with Charlotte and hides in the nursery. Bafore he can

do anything Lydia discovers be 15 there, nzkes love te him. Feliks then
decides to set a fire to drive Oblomov out of the house where he ean get
at him to kill bhim; he kills Oblomov bul is killed hiliself dn trying to
rescve Charlotte who is trapped by the fire.

This novel has sowe interaseivyg premises and the characters ave bazically
interesting ouea, but the thriller asvect of the plet gots defused by Folletr's
interest in portraying tham, espzcially ledia and Charlotte. Charlotte is
perhaps overportrayed with the emcunt of tilme aspsnt ou h and feminisa and
othevs underpovirayed., The reader has no vesl sepaz of blnm@v, who s =z
shadowy figuce at beat {2ad that nows iz uwet right given the classic noval),
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Walden is sympathetic as he should be, but a bit too bland., Feliks {is,

I think, supposedly balanced between the good and evil aspects of his
personality, yet eomes off a bit weak mnd recognizably wore good than bad,
so there ia not encugh tension about which way he w{ll go.

Tha tension %8 also weak throughout the book, as there is simply not enough
guzpiuse about the assassination. The first attempt is a murky, not very
wall realized one aund could be better done by far. (It is incorceivable,
for vumnmple, that Felikaz would not know the difference between a footman
aud n coachman, part of everyday life in that era.) The szecond i3 better,
but vhien Feliks heads for the country there is a great opportunity for a
"Iragnet' type chasz after he eludes hig tail that s totally bypassed by
Feliku eanlly finding Charlotte and gainiag cntry to the house, whare he
encounters no difficulties but stays locked in the nursery until he decides
to light rha fire,

I atso feins) Felix relationship with Charlotte a bit incredible; she might
be fazelnated with hiw and feel that he talked sense to her (I found him

a bit: too rational when he spoke to her on p. 95--his espousal of feminism
and his wtatement thst revelutions bring chanzes that are not necessarily
the ones the revelutionists sought--are not the likely feelings of a J=dicated
fanatical assassin and believer in revolution at that time egpacially) but
would she so easily consent to murder’ It scems against everything she
would beliove morally. It secems more likely that Feliks would lie to her
and use her, or if he confided in her she would intend to go aleong with him
and thean betray bhim, or something of that sort. That she would be intrigusd
by his "speaking sens2” and then disappointed with his worality, perhaps.

There are also sowe other minor flaws, one or two anachronisms and the
epilogue, which is not entirely cffective and resurracts Obloswov from the
dead to be killed in 191% by the communists, The title is, of courss, terrible.

All in al1l, however, I thisk the novel is interesting and If the suspense
were gubstantially beefed up and sowme of the characterization better worked
out, it could be a vexry good.





