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Dear Ken: I think it's a great idea for you to do publicity here, especially since 
the sequel to PILLARS is going to take longer than your other books to write. Authors 
are now considered celebrities of sorts, Tours and appearances have thus become a 
great sales tool. Before I can determine whether a university tour is the best use 
of your time, I would like to see a copy of the speech and to consult Marilyn 
Ducksworth, the head of publicity at Penguin. How long do you think you would like 
to tour? And would you be willing to include some bookstore appearances in places 
like Chicago and Boston where there are large universities as well as significant 
bookstores? 

Just finished reading WHITEOUT.-(-was delayed, I'm sorry, because my father was 
hospitalized with pneumonia but got word today that he's on the mend) As my partner 
I'm sure has said, Bravo! You've done a wonderful job turning the outline into a 
terrific page turner. I found the beginning and the end particular gripping. 
think therqiddle will be just as engrossing once you've revised. As I know others 
have saidAYthe bio terrorist threat needs to be heightened and taken more seriously. 

~I kept on wondering why no one suggested sending a helico~er in addition to the snow 
plough to look for the robbers given the stakes involved.~I also wondered a lot about 
the relationship between Toni and Frank. We know they were together for a long time, 
close to seven years, and we know that Frank left Toni, but we don't know why Frank is 
so angry. It's seems important to know more about their past relationship given how 
much of the story depends upon Frank's reluctance to give Toni the upperhand. At 
times he seems more interested in putting her down than in preventing a major bio 
terrorist attack. Why? 

~Toni seems to have angry responses to so many in the book--Frank, Carl, Kit. 
Clearly she has affection for Stanley. To offset all the anger, it would be nice to 
see more of her positive relationships and to know more about the good feelings she 
has. It would make her more likeable, more sympathetic, I think. 

A few smaller questions: 
Why did Michael Ross say he was going to visit his mother when she was dead? 

Why didn't Miranda try harder to convince Kit not to tell her sister about her 
relationship with Hugo? In the scene on page 123 where Kit overhears Miranda and 
Hugo, and then Miranda catches Kit stealing money from their father, Miranda seems 
more interested in protecting Kit than herself. I understand she's filling in for her 
mother, but given the nature of the secret she shares with Kit and the damage it will 
do to her relationship with Ned and her sister, it seems she would do more to keep 
Kit's mouth shut, especially when we learn later that he was never good at keeping 
secrets. 

Does Frank find the abandoned car after he leaves Toni at Steepfall? 

Where are Toni's mom and the puppy when all the shooting is going on in the house? 

After Elton cleverly finds out how many people are in the house, I wasn't sure why he 
and the others took so long to try to find them? 

Page 324: This is the first time anyone shows concern for Nigel's customers making it 
to the rendevous point. Hasn't the race against time always been for Nigel and 
company to make it there by noon? 

G Cleary these are minor concerns, the majo~es being to have someone other than Toni 
and the reader understand what's at stak~L think the story would also be more 
satisyfing if you revealed more about Toni s past, especially in relation to Frank, 
and more about her positive feelings for Stanely, and maybe her mother. 

Hope my comments are helpful. 

All best, 

I 


