
Ken Follett 

From: neil cooke [neil.cooke@hok.comJ 
Sent: 07 November 2002 15:20 
To: 'Ken Follett' 
Subject: RE: Hornet Flight 

scr-FORGNCOM-031.j F&'COstair·jPO 

PO I spent a number of years working on restoration of the 
Foreign Office 
so 
know the building inside and out. I also stay in touch with the Foreign 
Office historian. Between us we have a good collection of pictures 
showing 
how it looked at that date - with wooden huts in the Durbar Court and 
the 
Grand Locarno Room divided into small cubicles for cypher clerks. All 
very 
different from how it looks now. Douglas Hurd worked there in the 1950s 
and 
myoId friend Douglas Dodds-Parker (of SOE fame) also worked in there 
when 
Churchill was last Prime Minister. 

I attach two images - the Ambassador's Stair which was almost black in 
colour when I first saw it, and the Secretary of State's Office which I 
also 
first saw in a very bad state. 

Neil 

-----Original Message----
From: Ken Follett [mailto:kenprivate@ken-follett.com] 
Sent: 07 November 2002 13:31 
To: 'neil cooke' 
Subject: RE: Hornet Flight 

I'm working on a story set in 1948, with a hero who is a junior minister 
in 
the Foreign Office, so I might well get in touch again when the story 
has 
progressed farther. Many thanks indeed. 

-----Original Message----
From: neil cooke [mailto:neil.cooke@hok.coml 
Sent: 06 November 2002 16:31 
To: 'kenprivate@ken-follett.com' 
Subject: Hornet Flight 

Ken 

What a nice surprise. Thank you. I have not yet had the chance to 
start 
reading the book at page one - but I soon hope to. I shall be most 
interested to learn how you have woven the facts in with the fiction. 

I am currently reading a number of books about Deception during the 
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• 
Second 
World War in order to learn more about the people who were in the 
Cabinet 
War Rooms (CWR) and the work they really did. Part of the CWR was given 
over to the London Control Section (LCS) who managed all the Deception 
Plans 
in the different regions including the famous 'Operation Fortitude' 
plan 
for D-Day - and Operation Mincemeat (turned into the movie The man who 
never was'). The LCS in turn relied on Dudley Clarke of 'A' force in 
North 
Africa who was the real brain behind all our deception plans. 

Next to LCS was the secretariat of the Twenty Committee - or XX 
Committee 
or Double-Cross Committee who ran all the turned spies. This was 
supplemented by 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35 and 36 Committees operating 
around 
the Middle East. XX Committee wrote the letters and radio message for 
spies 
such as the famous Garbo to send. The writing and re-writing that went 
on 
would have taxed the patience of anyone. The turned spies were either 
kept 
in prison or in safe houses (as in the case with Garbo) and never knew 
where 
or who was doing the writing. 

While it is possible to read a few books about the 'Operations' and a 
little 
about the turned spies, these are few and far between and there is very 
little written about the way it was all done - most of which is not 
recorded 
or needs to be researched. That is what I am trying to figure out and 
could 
provide the basis for a book. However it might be more fun as a work of 
fiction since we may never know the whole truth. 

Also, there is an entire war-time London that people of today's 
generation 
do not know - such as the mail being censored on the top floor of 
Selfridges, the munitions factory in the basement of the Palace of 
Westminster, anti-aircraft guns in the parks that were co-ordinated from 
the 
disused Brompton Road underground station, the SOE exhibition of 
equipment 
in the Natural History Museum where agents went to select their kit and 
check out what was on offer that might be suitable for their mission. 
Sheep 
being kept in Hyde Park, vegetable allotments around the Albert 
Memorial. 

digress. 

Do you think Hornet Flight will be made into a movie? If you need any 
further details of what London looked like during the war - let me 
know. 

With best wishes 

Neil Cooke 

Vice president 

Director of Conservation 

Conservation / Preservation / Heritage / Culture 

HOK International Limited 

216 Oxford Street 
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London WIC lOB 

00I:+44 (0)20 7898 5036 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7636 2006 
Fax: +4 4 ( 0) 20 7636 1987 
neil.cooke@hok.com 

www.hok.com <http://www.hok.com> 
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