
r
Outline 

t draft 

STEEPFALL 

by Ken Follett 



2 

STEEPFALL 


Part I 

1. It is January, 1948. Jack Baxter, 29, boards a train at Waterloo Station in London, 

headed for the southern port city of Harbounnouth. 

The son of a doctor, Jack grew up study and dependable, smart but not 

otherwise unusual. The war changed him, making him tough, detennined and 

impatient. He is still full of anger about the suffering, the horror, and the waste of 

lives; and he kept himself going by vowing that the post-war world would be 

different, and his children would never see what he saw. 

In 1945 he was elected Member of Parliament for Harbounnouth. But he has 

found that as a junior member, with no ministerial post in the government, he has 

little influence on international events. Consequently he is restless and dissatisfied. 

On the train, he runs into an old flame: economist Dr Annabel Woolcombe, 

30, well-dressed, glamorous, apparently self-assured. She is heading for her parents' 

home, Steepfall, just outside Harbounnouth, to celebrate her 30th birthday. Jack has 

been invited to the party, tomorrow. 

Back in the thirties, Jack was best friends with Annabel's brother, Roger, 

when both young men were at Cambridge University. In those days, Jack was 

desperately in love with the sultry Annabel-but she preferred another friend of her 

brother's, Ralph Buchanan, a romantic idealist with blond hair flopping over his eyes 

and aristocratic relations. 

Roger Woolcombe died at Tobruk. In the same battle, Jack lost his right eye, 

and he now has one glass eye. Subsequently, Jack went into intelligence, using his 

fluent Gennan (he studied Gennan at Cambridge) to interrogate prisoners of war. He 

ended up working for the Joint Intelligence Committee in London. 

Jack and Annabel chat for a while. He still finds her very attractive, but he is 

engaged to a Harbounnouth girl. He shows her a magazine handed to him by a 

colleage as he was leaving the House of Commons. The magazine is called "Chat", 

the type of thing he would not nonnally read, but he is mentioned in this edition. 

The article is by Peter Osborne, who was at Cambridge with Jack and Roger. 

Peter was always an untrustworthy character, and now he is a low-grade journalist. 

The article is a sentimental lost-generation piece about how many of his friends are 

dead. 
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It is illustrated by a photograph taken at Steepfall in the summer of 1939. 

Roger had invited a group of friends for the weekend, and they lined up on the lawn 

for the camera. As well as Peter Osborne, Jack, Roger, Annabel, and Annabel's 

parents, the picture shows Ronnie Trumper, known as "Trumps"; Bill Sinjean, a 

languid upper-class rebel; Healy Jones, now an MP like Jack; and others. 

Jack expects Annabel to be mildly interested, but her reaction is much stronger 

than that. She is very familiar with this picture, she says. It is, or was, in the family 

album at Steepfall. But there is something wrong with it. She is quite sure that her 

heartthrob, Ralph Buchanan, was in the picture, with his arm around Trumps, 

laughing at something, showing his teeth. But he is not there now. He is not in the 

picture at all. He has vanished. 

2. Annabel gets out of her taxi a mile or so from Steepfall and starts to walk the rest 

of the way, wanting to think. She loves the way the winter sunlight gleams off the sea 

and lights up Steepfall. It is a large, comfortable house on a cliff, and it has been the 

Woolcombe family home since she was a little girl. 

She is overwhelmed by memories as she approaches the house. That weekend 

in 1939, she lost her virginity to Ralph Buchanan. Afterwards, he dropped her 

abruptly, and she has not seen him since. She spent many evenings weeping over the 

photo in the family album-which is why she is so sure Ralph was in the picture. 

Annabel's experience with Ralph shook her self-esteem, and she has never 

truly regained it, partly because she has never understood why he did it. Even now, 

nine years later, she cannot think about it without feeling both resentment and 

bewilderment. 

The war may also have interfered with the normal healing process. Annabel 

was recruited by the Special Operations Executive and trained as a secret agent, and 

did dangerous work behind enemy lines in Germany. She has had only one man since 

Ralph, a fleeting wartime liaison with a man who was killed. 

After the war, she went to Harvard, where she completed her doctorate. Her 

thesis, on hyperinflation, was published as a book, "Currency Degeneration", and 

became an instant classic. She now teaches at London University and is in line for a 

prestigious job, the Adam Smith Chair of Political Economy. She lives in a flat in 

Bloomsbury with another academic, Julietta Lopez. 
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The photo in the magazine has reawakened all the old grief and puzzlement. 

She reaches the house and is greeted by her mother, Marthe, who is German by birth. 

Marthe explains that Peter Osborne came here asking if there were any photos of 

Roger. She loaned him the picture from the family album, and he faithfully returned 

it, so now it is back in the family album. 

Annabel looks. Ralph is not in the picture. 

3. Jack spends the evening with his fiancee, Carol, 25, a pretty blonde, and her 

father, Herbert, who is his constituency agent. They discuss a dilemma Jack is facing. 

Jack is standing for election to the Liaison Committee, an influential group 

that meets the Prime Minister once a week. To win, he needs votes from all groups of 

Labour MPs. Meanwhile, his old college friend Healy Jones, also an MP but on the 

far left of the party, has sought Jack's support for an amendment on Italy. Jack mildly 

disagrees with the amendment, but he needs Healy's goodwill. Herbert and Carol urge 

him to support the amendment, as it is bound to fail anyway, in order to gain the votes 

of Healy and his cronies. Jack is unsure. He has not yet done anything so cynical-but 

perhaps that's why he has no power. 

At the end of the evening, Jack and Carol are left alone. They do not have 

sexual intercourse, but they get close. 

4. Annabel's father, Stanley Woolcombe, is a millionaire car manufacturer. He has 

just launched his first post-war vehicle, the Woolcombe Wonder, which he hopes will 

bring cheap, reliable motoring to millions of ordinary families. Annabel envies him 

his practical purpose, which makes her academic work seem sterile. He gives her one 

of the new cars for her birthday. 

Her mother, Marthe, talks anxiously about their relatives in Berlin. For half a 

century, her family has been prominent in the Sozialdemokratische Partei 

Deutchlands, the dominant centre-left party. Her brother was imprisoned for his 

opposition to Hitler, and died in a concentration camp. His daughter, Zusanna, 

Marthe's niece, is now an SPD city assemblyman in Berlin, clashing with the Soviet 

occupiers as her father clashed with the Nazis. 

In the war, when Annabel was on the run in Nazi Germany, Zusanna and her 

husband risked their lives to hide her, and shared with her their starvation rations. 

Annabel will never forget that. 
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This is the third winter since the war, but Germans are still starving. Economic 

activity is minimal, the Reichsmark is confetti, and no improvement is in sight. The 

situation is reminiscent of Germany after the First World War, when the dollar was 

worth 4.2 trillion marks, and people collected their wages in wheelbarrows. The 

stories Annabel heard, as a girl, about how this affected her relations, probably 

influenced her choice of hyperinflation as her specialty. 

Jack arrives, with his fiancee, for the birthday party. Carol is cool towards 

Annabel, who wonders if Jack has been so foolish as to tell his fiancee about his 

former crush on her. 

Jack joins in the discussion of Germany. He believes the way to prevent 

another Hitler is to make Germany a prosperous, democratic country. This is not a 

popular view, especially among veterans. 

Annabel shows him the photograph album. They recall other events of that 

weekend. Bill Sinjean had a blazing row with Professor Arnold Daisy, a famous 

Marxist historian, and left early. Prof. Daisy was in the original photo, they now 

recall, his face partly obscured by Ralph's up flung arm. 

Could it be that more than one photo was taken? No. They both recall that 

Stanley was about to click the shutter when his secretary, Joan, arrived with some 

papers, whereupon he gave her the camera so that he could be in the photo himself. 

Then an odd thing happened. She clicked the shutter, burst into tears, dropped the 

camera and fled. Annabel never found out why, but everyone assumed that one of the 

boys had been toying with her affections. 

If there is only one photo, it must have been retouched. Ralph has been 

airbrushed out, and the remaining portion of Prof. Daisy's face has also been 

removed, no doubt because it would otherwise have looked peculiar. Then a duplicate 

has been made of the retouched photo, and the duplicate returned to the family album. 

But why? 

PartD 

5. Annabel is mystified and troubled by the doctored photo, and driven by a renewed 

desire to understand what really happened that weekend. She tries to contact Peter 

Osborne, but he gives her the runaround. She decides to find Ralph Buchanan. He is 

not in the phone book. Cambridge University has no forwarding address for him. She 

tracks down his parents. His father is shocking rude to her. 
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She gets the feeling that Ralph does not want to be found. 

6. Jack makes a speech in the House of Commons opposing the Healy Amendment, 

after learning of some small dishonesty on Healy's part. In consequence, he wins the 

eternal enmity of Healy and that section of the party, and fails to get elected to the 

Liaison Committee. Carol and her father feel let down by him. 

Feeling depressed, he has lunch with his father, and confesses he is thinking of 

giving up politics. Maybe he should be a doctor, content to help people one at a time. 

His father says: "I've spent my life treating illnesses that should never have happened: 

industrial diseases like silicosis, accidents that could have been prevented, infections 

spread by poor public hygiene. The best way to combat disease is by education, better 

housing, regulation of the food industry, improved diet. Stick with it, son: politics 

cures more people than medicine." 

7. Annabel goes to see Prof. Daisy. He is at first unctuous, then anxious, and finally 

rude and threatening. He denies ferociously that he had a row with Bill Sinjean, and 

says that Ralph was not at the weekend at all. 

Annabel knows he is lying. But why? 

8. Jack is summoned to No 10 Downing Street. Prime Minister Attlee makes him a 

junior minister in the foreign office. He will be working under Foreign Secretary 

Ernie Bevin, a strident anticommunist labour leader. 

The promotion mollifies Carol and Herbert. 

Jack's area of responsibility is to be Germany. The country is divided into four 

zones, each ruled by one of the victorious allies: the USSR, the USA, Britain and 

France. Since the war, the Soviets have vetoed every proposal for reuniting the zones 

and reviving the Germany economy. But Germany is the powerhouse of European 

industry, and the slump there is holding back recovery in the whole ofEurope. 

Ernie Bevin's American opposite number, Secretary of State General George 

C. Marshall, has proposed a massive programme of aid to Europe, but the Marshall 

Plan is in trouble in Congress, and Bevin is afraid it will be voted down by 

conservatives unless the Europeans come up with a credible solution to the problem 

of Germany. 
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Bevin wants to unite the three western zones, hold democratic elections, and 

reform the currency, against the wishes of the Soviets. Jack's job is to draw up a 

detailed plan that Bevin can present to Marshall. 

Jack immediate asks: What about Berlin? 

Germany's capital is in a peculiar situation. It lies deep within the Soviet zone, 

yet it is divided into four sectors as the country is. There is an air traffic agreement 

giving the west access to Tempelhof airport, but no formal agreement about road, rail 

or waterway transport across Soviet territory. 

So, is Berlin to be included in Jack's plan? 

No one knows. 

9. Annabel stakes out the Buchanan family home and talks to some of the servants. 

Promptly, a police detective arrives at the country inn where she is staying, and 

questions her aggressively, trying to intimidate her. She cannot be frightened by a 

rural detective-inspector, having dealt with the Gestapo, but she is intrigued. Why is 

everyone so protective of Buchanan? She is more and more convinced that there is a 

mystery here, the solution of which will explain her own unhappiness. 

10. Jack is full of hope. He has been given the chance he wanted, to do something to 

ensure the world does not go to war again. But he is also daunted by the importance of 

the task. 

He has his first meeting with his civil service team, headed by Sir Alan 

Fitzsymons, Director for Occupied Territories, a pompous older man. Jack outlines a 

twofold task: to plan elections, and to reform the currency. Sir Alan treats Jack as a 

youngster who needs to be kept in line. Jack has lived through a war, reaching the 

rank of Major, and he is not about to be patronised or manipulated. 

They agree on election plans but clash over currency reform. It rapidly 

becomes clear that there is no one in the Foreign Office with the expertise to deal with 

this, but Sir Alan opposes the use of outside help. Jack proposes bringing Annabel in, 

and has to overrule Sir Alan. 

11. Back at Steep fall for another weekend, Annabel climbs into the attic. After a 

nostalgic look through memorabilia of her girlhood, and sad reminders of her late 



8 

brother, she finds the Visitors Book for 1939. There, on the fateful weekend, she finds 

the flamboyant signature of Ralph Buchanan-proof that Prof. Daisy was lying. 

12. Jack gets Annabel in to the Foreign Office to discuss Gennan currency refonn. Sir 

Alan is rude to her, but she runs rings around him. 

She tells Jack about the Visitors Book. 

Jack realises he enjoys the time he spends with Annabel more than anything 

else in his life. 

13. Annabel sees the head of the Economics faculty, Prof Coeburn, and tells him she 

has been asked to advise the government, although at Jack's request she gives a cover 

story. She assumes this honour will clinch her bid for the Adam Smith Chair but, to 

her dismay, Coeburn disapproves. He says it is dangerous for academics to get close 

to governments-it can compromise their academic integrity. 

She is furious. What is the point of studying economics if it is never applied? 

Then Coeburn lets slip something that suggests he knows Sir Alan-and 

Annabel realises Coeburn has been got at. 

She tells him she is going to do the work anyway, and he makes it clear she 

has lost her shot at the Adam Smith Chair. 

14. Jack runs into Ronnie Trumper, one of the old Cambridge gang and a Steepfall 

weekender, now working in the Foreign Office. Jack recalls that "Trumps" arrived at 

Cambridge looking for a religion. He became a Buddhist for a while, joined the 

Communist party briefly, then converted to Catholicism. Finally he became a 

jingoistic Tory, and proposed a motion at the Union: "This house believes 

Communism to be an experiment that has failed--deservedly." Now he has married 

and settled down to a career in the civil service. 

Jack confides in him and tells him about Sir Alan. Trumps gives Jack a useful 

insider's view. He dislikes Sir Alan, and says: "Well done for imposing your will

but you've made a dangerous enemy." 

15. Steepfall is burgled. Annabel discovers that, as well as the usual money and 

jewellery, the thieves also took the Visitors Book. She is convinced the burglary is 

connected to her inquiries about the doctored photo. Most people think she is nuts
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even her flatmate, Julietta-but Jack trusts her judgment, and she is deeply grateful 

for his confidence. 

16. Jack's plan for Gennany must satisfy not just his boss, Bevin, and Secretary of 

State Marshall, but also the House of Commons. Preparing the ground, Jack has a 

meeting with MPs to explain his thinking. 

Among voters, there is strong opposition to aid for the people who started the 

war. This emotion is exploited by Communists and fellow-travellers who want to 

keep Gennany weak. One of these is Healy Jones, who also hates Jack personally for 

"betraying" him over the Healy Amendment. 

Before the meeting, Jack chats amiably to Healy. Healy responds stiffly. Jack 

reminds him of the Steepfall weekend. Healy recalls Buchanan being there and 

Sinjean quarrelling with Daisy. 

When the meeting begins, Jack explains how European recovery is being held 

back by Gennany. Healy parrots the Moscow line: Gennany has invaded Russia twice 

in the last fifty years, and must never be pennitted to grow strong enough to do so 

again. Jack says angrily that Stalin's real hope is that chaos and starvation will drive 

the Gennans in desperation to Communism. 

One of Healy's cronies now attacks Jack with a piece of inside infonnation: Is 

it true that the real architect of the plan is a half-Gennan woman who is Jack's best 

friend's sister? 

As the meeting ends, Jack realises it has left him worse off, not better. He 

wonders who leaked the infonnation about Annabel. Trumps tells him it was almost 

certainly Sir Alan. 

17. Annabel learns from Jack that Healy remembers Ralph being at Steepfall. She 

meets with Healy-but he has changed his story, and now denies that Ralph was 

there. Clearly, someone has got to him in the meantime. 

18. Jack asks Trump to become his private secretary. Despite Sir Alan's opposition, 

this is arranged. Now at least Jack feels he has in his office someone who is on his 

side. 
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19. Annabel at last runs down Peter Osborne. He denies that the photo was retouched. 

She tells him (untruthfully) that she has a duplicate of the original at her flat. 

20. Jack is troubled by his feelings for AnnabeL It is almost as bad as nine years ago. 

Should he call offhis engagement? He could survive the trouble it would cause in the 

constituency, but he flinches from hurting Carol. And he believes that a promise is a 

promise. 

21. Annabel sets a trap and catches a burglar in her flat. She overpowers him, using 

the fighting skills she learned in the war. She ties him up and searches him. Then she 

calls the police. 

22. Sir Alan tells Jack the security services have reported that Annabel is behaving 

strangely. Jack turns the tables and demands to know why they have been spying on a 

law-abiding citizen. He insists on a meeting with the person responsible. 

23. Annabel discovers the police have released the burglar "for lack of evidence". 

From information she gathered by searching him, she tracks the man down. 

She follows him to his place of work, which turns out to be MI6 headquarters. She 

goes to the desk and says she has an appointment with Ralph Buchanan. He emerges. 

He tells her the following story. He is with MI6, which is why everyone reacts 

so protectively when someone gets nosy about him. When Peter sought to interview 

him for the article, he asked to retouch the photo, because MI6 hates to have photos of 

its people published. (This makes sense: Annabel knows how, in the war, British 

Intelligence made use ofpublished photos ofGerman generals.) 

Annabel says: Why didn't you simply tell me this right at the start? He replies: 

Obviously I should have. She asks him why he dropped her after the Steepfall 

weekend. He does not have a convincing answer. 

24. Sir Alan brings to Jack's office a senior MI6 man who says smugly that he feels 

Jack does not need to know why the security services took an interest in Annabel. 

Jack is annoyed. Who are the masters here? But the two civil servants seem ready for 

an argument, and Jack knows better than to do battle on ground of the enemy's 

choosing. 
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Switching his approach, he asks about retouching press photographs of MI6 

people. The man looks blank. This leads Jack to suspect that Ralph has not told the 

whole truth. 

25. Trump offers a more convincing explanation. He knows Ralph well. At Ralph's 

MI6 interview, he told a foolish and unnecessary lie. Asked about Communists he had 

known at Cambridge, he said he had never met Prof. Daisy. Although he got away 

with it at the time, this lie came back to haunt him when he learned that a photograph 

of him and Daisy was about to be published in a magazine. He managed to get his 

own image and that of Daisy erased from the photo; then he had to steal the Visitors 

Book; then he heard there was a duplicate photo, and he just got deeper and deeper 

into a stupid deception. 

Jack says: But surely his MI6 masters know about the lie now? Probably not, 

says Trump; they just think Annabel is paranoid. 

26. The Foreign Secretary, Ernie Bevin, accepts Jack and Annabel's plan. To 

celebrate, they go out to dinner. Jack is enchanted by Annabel and realises he must 

call offhis engagement to Carol. 

Annabel takes him back to her flat and introduces him to Julietta. They make 

it clear to Jack, as gently as they can, that they are lovers. He is devastated. 

Part III 

27. We now meet a new character. Nik Yudenich is a cultural attache at the Soviet 

Embassy in London and a KGB General. He is a key advisor to Stalin on Western 

intentions. He now goes to a table tennis club in the basement of a church in Pimlico, 

where he meets with a prime source of information, a spy codenamed Watchmaker, 

who gives him full details of Jack and Annabel's plan. 

Nik is worried. He is smart and tough, a patriotic Russian and a sincere 

Communist. He knows how much the USSR sacrificed, in lives lost and industry 

wrecked, to defeat the Nazis-more than all the other Allies put together. Now the 

Soviet Union is under threat again, this time from a revived Germany backed by 

American dollars. He says: This plan must be stopped. Jack must be destroyed. 
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28. Jack gets something he has not asked for: a briefing from the MI6 Kremlin desk 

on Czechoslovakia. It is marked Top Secret, and as he is not sure from whom it is 

being kept secret, he mentions it to no one. 

The post-war Czech government is an uneasy coalition between Social 

Democrats and Communists, under the shadow of Red Army occupation. The report 

says that Moscow wants the coalition to continue for at least five years, and has 

warned the Czech Communist Party that a takeover now would be premature. 

A few days later, Jack is answering questions on Germany in the House of 

Commons when Healy Jones says: "How will the government's plans for Germany be 

affected by developments in neighbouring Czechoslovakia?" Remembering the 

briefing, Jack says he feels confident the Czech government is stable. 

29. Annabel remains curious about Sinjean's row with Daisy, and about Joan's tearful 

outburst. Most of all, she still does not know why Buchanan dropped her so brutally. 

Julietta is unsympathetic: "You're obsessed with someone who dumped you nine 

years ago--and he's a man!" 

Sinjean died in the war, so we may never know his secrets, but Annabel tracks 

down Joan. She confirms that Ralph and Daisy were in the original photo that she 

took. 

She says that, just as she clicked the shutter, Stanley Woolcombe kissed 

Marthe. This made Joan cry because she was having an affair with Stanley. The whole 

thing blew up that weekend, but Annabel was too absorbed in her own self-pity to see 

that her parents were going through a crisis. 

Joan justifies herself by saying that Marthe, too, was having an affair-with 

Bill Sinjean. 

30. There is a Communist coup in Prague. The Social-Democrat Foreign Secretary, 

Jan Masaryk, Czechoslovakia's de Gaulle, is found dead, having jumped or been 

pushed from a window at the Foreign Office. 

Jack appears hopelessly incompetent, having just assured Parliament of the 

stability of the Czech government. Healy and his cronies make the most of this, and 

the newspapers say Jack should resign. 

He accuses MI6 of misleading him. They deny it-and the briefing paper has 

disappeared from his file. 
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31. Annabel talks to her mother, who admits to a dalliance with Bill Sinjean. Annabel 

asks if Marthe knows why Bill quarrelled with Arnold Daisy. Marthe explains. Daisy 

asked Bill how serious he was about Communism: was he prepared to sacrifice 

everything, drop all his friends, pretend to be a Conservative, and serve the party in 

secret? Bill said Daisy was asking him to be a damned spy, and they had a row. 

Annabel realises that Daisy must have been a recruiter for the KGB. And if he 

propositioned Bill, he may have done the same to others. Could Ralph have been one 

of them? Did Ralph say Yes? 

It would explain why Ralph dropped her so suddenly. It would also explain 

why he was so inordinately worried about the publication of a photo of himself with 

Daisy. 

32. Annabel repeats all this to Jack. Jack asks whether Ralph is head of the Kremlin 

Desk at MI6. He is. Jack accuses Ralph of being a spy. Ralph denies it and MI6 back 

him. Jack writes out his resignation. 

Then Marthe produces her own, secret copy of the photograph. 


Ralph defects, and Jack is saved. 


Secretary of State Marshall accepts Jack and Annabel's plan for Berlin. 


Jack and Carol set a date for their wedding. 


33. Julietta leaves Annabel. She says: You love me, but you're not a lesbian. We 

haven't had sex for weeks. For a while you needed me, but now I can see you're more 

interested in Jack. I need someone who can't keep her hands off me. Well, I've found 

her, and I'm moving in with her. 

Annabel is devastated. 

Part IV 

34. Annabel goes to Frankfurt. Milliions of the new Deutschemarks have been printed 

in Washington DC and are now stored, in cartons marked "Operation Bird Dog", in 

the vaults of the old Reichsbank building. Annabel supervises their distribution, in US 

Army trucks, all over West Germany. 

She goes on to Berlin, and is horrified by conditions there. Zusanna tells her 

the Soviets are pressing for an amalgamation between the SPD and the Communist 
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KPD. She fears it will effectively mean the end of the SPD. Annabel agrees, and says 

that if the SPD will fight for its independence, she will do all she can to make sure the 

West does not abandon Berlin. 

35. Nik has his usual meeting with Watchmaker at the table tennis club, and we 

realise that Buchanan, though a spy, was not Watchmaker. 

The Soviets accept that they will lose West Germany, but they are determined 

to win Berlin. Elections to the city assembly are scheduled for October, and the KPD 

is set to be wiped out. The plans for West Germany have given new spirit to the 

Berlin SPD. 

But Stalin cannot tolerate a permanent American presence in Berlin. With 

their pockets full of money, their decadent jazz music, and their easygoing ways with 

girls, the Americans will be a constant subversive and demoralising influence. Berlin 

must be Communist. 

But there is something Stalin must know: Will the West go to war over Berlin? 

Watchmaker must answer the question. 

36. Annabel persuades Jack that the West should not abandon Berlin, and Jack puts 

the arguments to Bevin. 

Bevin explains the military balance. The Americans and British have 

demobilised most of their forces, "sending the boys home" as fast as possible; but the 

Red Army has remained in full force in the territories it liberated. So there is no 

possibility that the West could defeat the Russians in Europe. Marshall agrees. 

Bevin agrees that Berlin should be saved, and to that end he will do all he 

can-short of going to war. 

37. Watchmaker comes to Nik in triumph and tells him of this decision, which means 

Stalin has a free hand in Berlin. 

Part V 

38. The crucial part of Jack and Annabel's plan-currency reform-is now put into 

effect. They both go to Germany, with some of Jack's staff. By an apparent 

coincidence, Healy Jones also goes to Germany. 
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On Friday 18 June, the Allies announce the new currency for West Germany. 

Nothing is said about Berlin, but Annabel secretly flies millions of deutchemarks into 

Tempelhof. 

39. Watchmaker and Nik are both also in Germany. Watchmaker tells Nik that 

deutschemarks are being flown into Berlin. The Soviets respond by announcing that 

the new Ostmark will be the only legal currency in all Berlin. Not having any legal 

right to do this, they instruct the Berlin city assembly so to rule. 

40. Annabel and Jack wonder how the Soviets knew to do this. Has someone told 

them about the deutschemarks being flown into Berlin? Or have they just guessed? 

Annabel encourages Zusanna to pretend, to the Soviets, that the city assembly 

will capitulate, while secretly organising to defy them. 

41. Watchmaker reveals this pretence to Nik. In response, the Soviets plan a violent 

demonstration outside the city hall. 

42. Annabel begins to realise that Julietta was right-she is attracted to Jack. One day, 

she kisses him. He kisses her back, passionately. Then he tells her it must not happen 

again. He is engaged to Carol. 

43. On 23 June, Annabel summons the managers of all Stadtkontor bank branches in 

Berlin to a "briefing" at 3pm. They are given cartons of the new deutschemarks and 

driven back to their offices in British Army lorries. 

44. When the city assemblymen arrive for their 4pm meeting that day, they have to 

fight their way through a screaming mob (organised and paid by Nik). This leads Jack 

and Annabel to concluded that their plans are still being leaked to the Russians. But 

who is the spy? 

Trump suggests that information is still getting out via Sir Alan. 

45. Once inside, the city assemblymen cannot hold a discussion because of the noise 

from the spectators. Annabel finds an alternative venue in the American sector. 
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Zusanna proposes adjourning the meeting to the alternative venue. To prevent this, the 

Soviets close the gallery. 

The assemblymen then vote to defy the Russian order. 

46. At 8pm, the American radio station announces that the deutschemark will be legal 

tender in Berlin in two days' time. 

Stalin is furious. He double-checks with Nik that the West will not go to war 

over this. Then he greenlights a blockade of Berlin. It is announced at 11pm by the 

Soviet news agency A.D.N. At 6am, the Russians close all road, rail and waterway 

access to Berlin from West Germany. The city faces starvation. 

47. Jack and the US military draw up plans to supply Berlin by air. Not trusting the 

British, the Americans insist Jack comes to meetings alone, and does not reveal 

details to his staff. 

48. On 25 June, deutschemarks become legal tender in Berlin. They immediately 

displace the Ostmark as the preferred currency. 

Ernie Bevin and General Brownjohn brief an emergency session of the British 

cabinet and confirm that the West is in no position to go to war with the USSR in 

Europe. The Americans have only one atom bomb, and no one is sure that it will 

work. 

49. Sir Alan tries desperately to find out what Jack is doing at his meetings. But Jack 

does not believe Sir Alan to be a spy. The other person who cannot contain his 

curiosity is Trumps. Annabel points out that Trumps, like Ralph Buchanan, changed 

his life after the Steepfall weekend, abandoning Communism. Could Trumps be a 

spy? 

Jack tells Trumps a Big Lie. He reveals the airlift plan, but says the Americans 

have made a decision that ifone plane is brought down, they will drop atom bombs on 

Stalingrad and Leningrad. 

50. On Saturday 26 June at Frankfurt, Jack boards a C47 transport plane loaded with 

eighty tons of milk, flour and medical supplies, the first of 25 such planes to take off. 
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As he enters Soviet air space, he wonders how long it takes to die when you 

are shot down. If he survives this, he decides, he will marry Annabel. 

Soviet fighter planes are scrambled, but Stalin hesitates. Among his advisors 

there is a division between those who believe Watchmaker and those who want to call 

the bluff. 

Jack lands safely at Tempelhof. Annabel is waiting. 

51. The airlift continues for a year. The Berlin crisis decides the future of Europe for 

the next half century. East Germany is the limit of Soviet rule, until the Soviet Union 

itself collapses forty years later. 


