
Dear Ken, 
As I mentioned in my email last week, I think that building a thriller around the 
commencement of the blockade of Berlin and the airlift to supply it is an excellent 
premise; and I think that your cast of characters with some alterations and modifications 
could also become wonderful characters in such a story. So, what I am going to do now 
is suggest some plot changes, some modifications in the characters and their 
relationships, and a change of setting. 

The background of this story, as I see it, is the devastation of post-war Germany which 
in some sense mirrors the devastation of continental Europe. It is the penury and near 
starvation of the Germans which impels the Western allies to try to rebuild Germany; 
and the blockade is of course a Russian reaction against this. Germany is, as it were, 
the essential "scenery" of the story; and as you'll see when I get into the details, I 
believe strongly that most of the story should be set not in Britain but in Germany. 

For your plot. I propose a three-act structure, I'll detail below suggested climaxes for 
each of these three acts. 

1. Jack and Annabelle are viciously attacked when news leaks of the planned German 
elections and currency reform. The left wing press all over the world excoriates them 
and their bosses, so much so that they both feel forced to offer their resignations which 
of course in the end are not accepted. 
2. Jack and/or Annabelle discovers that Ralph is a spy. Then Jack succeeds in turning 
him to work as a double agent and help Jack undermine what the Russians are trying 
to do. 
3. Jack learns of the imminent Russian blockade, somehow manages to discover the 

Russian fall-back plans which are to avoid war, and then he makes his A-bomb threat 
and the airlift safely proceeds. 

As to character, I see the story working best with four or possibly five point of view 
characters. Jack and Annabelle are the protagonists, Ralph is in the middle, and the 
antagonist is Yudenich. The possible fifth point of view character, if we can work in a 
good story for her, would be Zusanna. She, after all, epitomizes what has happened to 
the German people. 

I suggest that we don't have Jack be an MP and that we put him in an office in 
Germany. And for him to be credible in a high-level job, I suggest that we make him 
somewhat older, say, mid-thirties. I suggest two that he be a widower with an 
eight-year-old dyslexic son. His position is the number one political officer in the British 
zone under Sir Alan, who is the military commander and who despises the Germans. 
Jack's real bosses are Attlee and Bevin. Around the time that the election plans become 
known, Carol is visiting. They argue about his wish to quit government service to try to 
become a doctor. He goes out for a walk, and a bomb goes off destroying his home and 
killing her. You might also consider making her Trumper's sister. 

Ralph, who works in London but who comes to Germany frequently, is married to 



Annabelle. But he is bisexual and is secretly sexually and emotionally involved with 
Trumper. Yudenich finds out about this, and has entrapped Ralph, and that's how he's 
enlisted him. After Jack has turned Ralph, and once Berlin is secure, Ralph is quietly 
allowed to leave M16, and he goes to University to pursue a doctorate. Ronnie goes off 
to become a missionary. 

Annabelle, whom Jack has always adored, to Jack's surprise is sent to his headquarters 
to handle the currency planning. Her marriage is a sham. She longed to have a child, 
tried to drag Ralph for fertility tests, but he wasn't interested, and also refused to adopt. 
She finds it painful to be with her peers who have kids. She feels almost totally shut out 
of Ralph's life, and she is depressed by the horrendous conditions in Germany which 
she experiences firsthand through her closeness with Zusanna. Jack is miserable about 
Carol's death, and they fall into an affair. Then a second attempt is made on Jack's life, 
and Annabelle foils it, and then senses something about the attack which smacks of a 
technique which Ralph used in MI6 during the war. 

Yudenich was Stalin's chief liaison in Britain during the war, and charming fellow that 
he can be, was invited to house parties with Jack and Annabelle's group. He too was 
smitten by Annabelle, and when she chose Ralph, he and Jack consoled each other. 
Now if he can get the Allies to abandon Berlin, he gets to run East Germany. Back in 
1945 in Berlin, he had an affair (not quite a rape) with Zusanna, who had a child by him 
whom he secretly supports. He pressures both Ralph and Zusanna for information 
about Jack and his plans, and he also directs a cunning and ruthless assassin-spy. He 
dreams of ruling France and Italy once they turn Communist which at the time appeared 
imminent. 

Zusanna epitomizes the reality of Germany during this period. She cares for a 
chronically ill father with hardly any medicine, and she ekes out just enough food for her 
toddler. She gives away most of what Annabelle sends her. She is torn. Part of her 
wants to stay and resist the Russians and part wants to emigrate. She might secretly 
pretend to be a communist in order to find out things that would be helpful to Jack and 
Annabelle. 

As a possible opening scene, I see Jack and Sir Alan on a train in Germany returning 
to their headquarters. Sir Alan is against the plan which AttJee and Bevin have proposed 
to unite the three Western sectors of Germany, and he and Jack have a fierce 
argument. Jack's son who is outside of their compartment in the corridor inadvertently 
discovers a Russian eavesdropper; and when Jack opens the door looking for the boy, 
he finds that the child has been chloroformed. 

As you see, I've dropped the whole imbroglio about the retouched photo. If you're very 
attached to it, it still could be worked in, but only in a small way. If you like my approach, 
you'll see that your characters are now more turned in on each other. more subject to 
violence and danger, and more open to intense emotional involvement. Also, using 
Germany as a background, I think will help you bring the harsh realities of this period 
vividly alive. 



Ken, if you decide to go with some of these ideas, I am certain that you will radically 
improve upon them, and I'll be most eager to hear what you think. With great affection, 
AI 


