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Re: DEADLY REMEMBRANCE 

Dear Stepdaddy: 

Just finished reading your new book this morning. I really enjoyed it. Thanks! There's 

something different about the writing in this one. It seems more densely written, more 

complex than the first draft of the Hammer. I think you're getting more literary in your 

old age! I love Billie and Luke and 8ern in particular. 

I have a few comments, but not very many. Here goes. 

The one liner chapter headings didn't quite work for me. I found them too fragmented 

to really understand them. They certainly don't detract from the story, but I'm not sure 

what they're adding at the moment. 

The scene where Luke goes to the Smithsonian and finds out who he is from a 

junior/distant colleague didn't quite work for me. It felt· too easy. Amnesia is such a 

shocking illness and the junior colleague hardly seemed to react to it at all, just gave 

Luke the information he needed and let it go. If a colleague came to me in a state like 

that I'd be disbelieving, worried, try to help, try to get help ... a whole host of things 

that weren't there. That made it feel a bit too easy. 

When Luke comes back from his first stint in France and bumps Billie in her new job 

at the 0.5.5. they fall into a very heavy conversation far too easily. I didn't believe 

that they'd go into al\ those awful stories with no segway. 

http:ja:cul(Q).iafrica.com


FROM DAVID AND JANN PHONE NO. 011 726 2817 Dec. 07 1999 05:10PM P2 

When Luke finds Billie in DC and they start to unravel the plot and the backstory I felt 

they would have more of a conversation about Luke's amnesia. I feel they'd discuss 

things like when the drugs are likely to wear off, what sort of permanent damage 

they'll do, whether or not there's an antidote ... and that Luke would be more curious 

about the drugs themselves. 

Pg. 318 there's a line that jarred for me. Bern says of Anthony II we know he's a spy 

... » It seemed too obvious. 

Other than that it's a rollicking read, as always! Hope these comments are helpful 

and that you're having fun with the new draft. 

Looking forward to seeing you at Christmas. 

Much love 


