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DAY ONE 

1. A man wakes up terrified. He does not know what has scared him. He opens his eyes and 

stares at a plain white ceiling. He has no idea what is happening to him. He grabs the bedclothes, 

holding on tight, as if he were in danger of falling off. This is how he feels, like he is falling 

through space, out of controL 

He tries to calm himself. He looks around with frightened eyes. He is in a hotel room. He 

sees a bag on the floor, a suit hanging up, a radio, an almost-full bottle of whiskey and one used 

glass. It is a normal room-but he has never seen it before. He has no recollection of checking 

in, drinking a whiskey, taking his suit off or going to bed. 

Panic overwhelms him again as he realises he cannot remember anything at all. 

He opens his mouth and yells: "Who am IT' 

He looks in the mirror and sees a man in his thirties, tall and dark, with regular good looks, 

apparently healthy and fit, though pale and visibly shaken. 

In the jacket of the grey tweed suit he finds a tailor's label with his name: Dr Mark 

Spencer Michaelson. 

The hotel stationery tells him he is in Washington, DC. On the desk are some scientific 

papers, mostly about geophysics. He finds he can understand them. One is by him. It is about 

rocket fuels. He cannot remember it, but it makes sense to him. He concludes that he is a 

scientist. 

A typed itinerary tells him he has spent the last week here at a geophysics conference, but 

he is leaving today. He is due to catch a plane from Andrews air force base in two hours. 

He gets dressed and checks out. In the taxi he looks at the Washington Post and discovers 

the date. It is Friday 13 September, 1957. 
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2. The plane takes him to Huntsville, Alabama. A chauffeur in army uniform is waiting for 

him. "To the base, Dr Michaelson, or horne?" He goes horne. 

He is taken to a large house. A uniformed maid opens the door. He thinks he probably 

isn't paying for all this on his income as a scientist. 

In the living room, a beautiful woman offers him a drink. She calls him Spence. 

He says: "The strangest thing has happened. I've lost my memory. I don't know who you 

are." 

She tells him she is his wife, Betty. She is not very affectionate. She seems wary of him. 

Perhaps she has been spooked by his amnesia. 

He takes a shower. While his is towelling dry, she kisses him. They make love. After 

initial awkwardness, they become very passionate. When it is allover, she cries. She will not say 

why. 

Spence realises he has a troubled marriage. What is wrong? 

3. Over dinner, he asks her to tell him how they met and married. 

From Betty's PoV, we flash back to 1941. They are both students in New York. He is 

studying physics at Columbia, she art history at Barnard. They are both from prosperous New 

York families: hers are old-money bankers, his manufacturers. 

In their circle of friends are three people who will feature in the story: Tara Wiley, a 

brilliant medical student from a poor background; Bernie Simons, Jewish communist 

intellectual; and Anthony Corell, son of a mobster. 

Betty is head-over-hee1s in love with Spence. He is charming and good-looking and 

smart. He is her Mr Right. But she is not sure how he feels. She thinks she is getting him nailed 

down. They do not have sexual intercourse, but she permits ever more liberties while they neck. 

Then, on 7 December, Japanese bombers attack the U.S. fleet at Pearl Harbour in Hawaii. 

Spence tells Betty he wants to end their relationship, drop out of college and join the military. 

Back in 1957, Spence says: "How did you talk me out of it?" 

"I didn't," she replies. "We broke up. I didn't see you again for seven years." 

In 1948 her parents took a summer rental on the north shore of Long Island. She had 
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broken off a long engagement and went to stay with them. There, at a party, she again met 

Spence, who was staying with friends and finishing his doctoral thesis. They fell in love all over 

again and got married. 

They have no children. 

4. Two people, a man and a woman, are listening to this conversation through surveillance 

devices. As they hear Spence and Betty getting ready for bed, they talk anxiously about Spence's 

mental state. They are relieved that his amnesia seems to be total, and that he seems to be 

handling it well. 

DAY TWO 

5. Next morning, Spence learns he is a civilian scientist employed by the Army Ballistic 

Missile Agency based at Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville. The ABMA is directed by legendary 

German rocket scientist Wernher von Braun. 

It is futernational Geophysical Year (actually July 1957 to December 1958). Both the US 

and the USSR have announced they will put satellites into orbit around the earth, but as yet few 

people see this as a horse race. 

The ABMA has developed the Redstone missile as a delivery vehicle for nuclear 

weapons. The missile has several successful launches to its credit and is the obvious choice for 

the satellite project. However, the Secretary of Defense has chosen the relatively untried 

Vanguard missile being developed by the Naval Research Laboratory. 

There is a lot of anger about this decision. A (real-life) officer at Redstone, Col John C. 

Nickerson Jr, released to the press a number of secret documents about rockets including a memo 

attacking the Defense Secretary's decision. Nickerson has been court-martialled. He pleaded 

guilty, but said in mitigation that he acted out of patriotism. He received a light sentence. 

Spence goes to see the base doctor and explains what has happened. The doc is way out 

of his depth, and says Spence must see a neurologist. 

Spence returns to work. Although he cannot remember anything, the science comes back 

to him as soon as he reads his lab notes and reports. Within a day he is back up to speed. 
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Everyone at the ABMA is working flat out on a report which is going to the Defense 

Secretary saying they can put a satellite up in 60 days. 

Later in the day, Spence is visited by an unpleasant army security officer who questions 

him about his amnesia. Spence is angry that the doctor has breached medical confidence. The 

security man, Major Allinson, says: "Are you serious? The doctor has specific orders to report 

any mental problems to security." 

6. The listeners review the second day. They are not worried about Major Allinson, whom 

they can control if necessary. However, they are concerned about the neurologist. The male 

listener says: "We'll have to tell the base doctor to change his mind." 

"Or we could send him a neurologist who is safe." 


"Who did you have in mind?" 


"Me." 


DAY THREE 

7. Spence is visited by Tara Wiley, whom he knew at university. She is now a neurologist 

specialising in memory. She examines him and comes up with a vague and unsatisfactory 

diagnosis. She says he must report any return of memory to her. 

We flash back to 1940, from Tara's PoV. She is dating Anthony Corell. All her friends 

tell her to stay away from him because his father is a mobster. She spends a weekend at the garish 

nouveau-dche Corell family mansion. She realises that Anthony wants a wife who will quit work 

and raise his children. She is determined to become a hotshot doctor. They split up. 

After Anthony, she dates Bernie Simons and gets pregnant. She wants an abortion but 

does not know how to get one and neither she nor Bernie has any money. In desperation, she begs 

help from Anthony, who arranges everything. 

8. Spence is suspicious of Tara, despite their history together. When he talks about 

memories coming back to him, he sees fear in her eyes, and he thinks that for some reason she 

does not want him to get his memory back. 
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He decides to investigate what happened to himjust before he lost his memory. Looking 

through his address book, he finds he has phone numbers for some of the scientists whose papers 

he brought home. Presumably he knows them personally. He calls around. 

He finds that, although they all say he was in Washington for the conference, none of 

them actually met up with him, and he cancelled the reading of his own paper because of a cold. 

He suspects he was not actually at the conference. So where was he? 

He calls Bernie Simons. Bernie has been a hugely successful movie writer, but he was 

ruined by Senator McCarthy. They arrange to meet in Los Angeles at the weekend. 

9. Tara and her fellow listener panic. "I warned you!" Tara says. "Spence was the best 

undercover operator we ever had! If he ever finds out what we have done to him, I advise you 

to leave America!" 

10. We flash back to 1943. The four friends-Spence, Tara, Bernie and Anthony-have all 

been assigned to the Office of Strategic Services, wartime precursor of the CIA. OSS was run 

by the millionaire Wall Street lawyer William "Wild Bill" Donovan. It was staffed by a 

quarrelsome mixture of Republican businessmen, communist intellectuals and well-bred 

youngsters such as Spence. Its mission was sabotage and unrest behind enemy lines. The 

organisation was famous (and resented) for its lavish budgets and its independence from the 

normal military hierarchy. 

During this period, Spence and Tara had a love affair. 

DAY FOUR 

11. Bernie Simons shows up at Spence's house. The arrangement to meet at the weekend was 

only a precaution. He says Spence's life is in danger. 

Bernie reveals that, during the war, Tara worked on (real-life) mind control experiments. 

The OSS tested drugs and other treatments that might (a) break: down resistance to interrogation 

and (b) induce amnesia. These experiments continued in the CIA and are still going on in 1957. 

Spence now realises Tara must have caused his amnesia. But why? What did she want 
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him to forget? 

Bernie has no idea. 

12. There is a party that night. Betty has been looking forward to it, so Spence takes her, even 

though he has too much on his mind to enjoy partying. 

A gorgeous young secretary kisses Spence passionately and evidently expects him to 

make love to her. He realises she must be his mistress. 

He fobs her off. His amnesia has given him a new perspective. He feels ashamed of 

cheating on Betty. 

But she has seen the kiss, and she assumes the worst. His relations with her deteriorate. 

DAY FIVE 

13. In his suit pocket he finds a slip of paper with an address in Montreal. He gives his 

followers the slip and goes there. It is a psychiatric hospital. He breaks in at night and finds his 

records. He learns of his treatment. 

DAY SIX 

14. Immediately before his trip to Washington, he spent a weekend at his mountain cabin. He 

goes there now, trying to retrace his steps, find clues. He gets nothing until he opens the chest 

freezer and finds a dead body. He is convinced he killed the man. And the sheriff is asking him 

questions, suspicious. 

DAY SEVEN 

15. On Friday 4 October the world is shocked to learn that the Soviets have successfully 

launched a satellite, Sputnik, which is orbiting the earth, emitting a beeping signal which is 

broadcast on every radio news bulletin all over the world. 

Spence believes the Soviets rushed their launch because they got sight of Redstone's 60

day plan. There is a Soviet spy at the base, and he was on to the man. But for some reason the 

CIA intervened. 


