
JOHN EVANS 

LUDIES 


09100 PAMIERS 


Ken Follett, 

92, Cheyne Walk, 

London SWI0 

12 April 1996 

Dear Ken, 

You've greatly improved THE THIRD TWIN - mainly, I think, 

by building Steve up. He's now an equal to Jeannie, which increases the 

sex and romance interest, and he embodies the nature/nurture debate 

efficiently. Congratulations on getting such a theme across in a way no 

reader can avoid thinking about! 

I can't think of any major criticism. Here, for what they're 

worth, are a few comments in descending order of importance: 

* You've filled out Jeannie's background nicely by showing 

she belongs to a caring family unit in spite of Daddy, and enlisting the 

reader's sympathy for her struggle against the social odds. In real life, 

though, Jeannie Ferramis don't get on to Ivy League faculty. OK, this is 

fantasy: but sometimes the ice gets thin. Particularly when Daddy meets 

Berisford. 'When did you get out of jail, Daddy?' is an incredibly dumb 

thing for Jeannie to say minutes after Berisford's remark about the scum 

of the earth. Jeannie would be desperate to get her boss out of there. 

She has another motive in that she doesn't want him to make a pass at 

her. She has no other reason for keeping him there. The only way the 

reader can interpret this scene is a) Jeannie's being uncharacteristically 

stupid for several pages I b) Berisford is spying. This might w(--~R~ 

something came of it, but Berisford hardly thinks about it again. Pv 
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for example, the three baddies at the Monocle are going over Jeannie's 

profile and Berisford doesn't mention her staggeringly disqualifying 

family background. He doesn't think of i 

you don't want him to: you want him to homnz:s--t1't-1""l~ 

databases. So I think it would be more coherent to keep Berisford and 

Daddy apart. (Jeannie needing money for Mom's rest home is a detail; 

Berisford knows the lousy salary she's on anyway). 

111 The committee hearing is first-rate courtroom drama, but a 

snag occurs to me. The real proof of Berisford's over-hasty and brutal 

action is his ordering security to lock Jeannie out of her room while the 

Thursday meeting with her and Bell goes on. How can Steve miss 

questioning Berisford about this? And how can the committee condone this 

act, which pre-empts their own decision? Then how can Steve miss 

claiming Jeannie's right to access to her own research results, as long as 

her dismissal is not official? 

Berisford may argue that the research is what all the fuss is 

about, and it's in JFU's interests to lock it up. There may also be a 

slimy clause in Jeannie's contract by which, as very junior faculty, her 

research is not entirely her property. (For senior academics, this is a 

clincher). But Jeannie's family photos are still in there, and how can the 

assembled professors not be glad to have an excuse for showing they're 

human after all? 

What I'm suggesting is a brief scene where Berisford feels 

forced to allow Jeannie into her office to collect personal effects - but 

insists on being present in secret hopes of learning the whereabouts of 

the FBI file. The two of them play the guessing game where you get 

warmer or colder as you approach or move away from the object. Jeannie 

can surreptitiously glance at the box and see the floppies are all there 

relief - but not dare go near it for fear Berisford twigs. She can wonder 

how to create a diversion - take her clothes off? But she has to give in 

and leave with her photos - and in rage and frustration, she can think: 

I should come back at night and break in, fuck it. So she's primed for 

Steve's 'What we need is a burglar,' p. 443. 

I felt the absence of the lock-out issue at the committee 

hearing stuck out. Other readers may not. But if it's not mentioned 1 

Jeannie's photos will have to be in the garbage bag! 
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* You've made Berisford fuller and more human, good - but 

sometimes he gets a bit out of focus. He is a baddie, after all, and he 

has Nazi views on race and heredity. It would be good (thematically too) 

to have a few chilling echoes of these come back regularly in his 

thoughts. 

* ps,tCher is OK, but Steve forgets him as soon as he 

leaves jail. Pp. 378-9, in particular, I thought Steve should recall that, 

a short time b , he wanted to drive his fingers to the back of 

Porky's brain. 

* Jeannie's thinking seems to lack contin~u'tat the beginning 

of the Thursday meeting with Bell and Berisford, pp 334 • She already 

knows the connection between Genetico and the Cotswo d Clinic, and has 

guessed Berisford may know more than he's letting on. Ransome has also 

warned her that Berisford's a snake. Yet she expects him to be an ally, 

and is surprised that he turns out to be perverse. 

I've heard nothing from David as yet on SKEINS. (As you no 

doubt know, his mother died a few weeks ago.) I'll be writing to you 

again soon to sketch out ideas for my next book and see what you think. 

y'all keep well, 

Yours, 

-F~(s uk pa.f-~~. 

Gk \t oJ- Py'1;t. No~ { eta I
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