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Even Shakespeare had to think about plausibility! I always 
feel irritated at the end of The Winter's Tale when the 
statue comes back to life. 

In dealing with the feeling that what is at stake in THE 
THIRD TWIN is kind of small potatoes, it seems to me we 
could take one of two paths. One, as you suggest, is to 
raise the stakes: give the clones powers that are almost 
supernatural. As the clones have to be adult at the time 
of the story! Berisford has to have created them with mid
seventies technology. I'm already stretching a point by 
putting inv vitro fertilisation about ten years ahead of its 
time! and genetic engineering was no more than a twinkle in 
scientists' eyes then. Nevertheless, Berisford and his 
chums could be part of some superduper advanced science 
group that was ahead of the rest of the world with all this 
stuff. 

(I think, by the way, you may be underestimating how 
powerful, and horrifying, the idea of being implanted with 
an alien embryo will be to millions of women readers. No 
doubt that indicates that I have failed to make the point 
in the draft. Anyway, this does not invalidate your point, 
since we have to involve the men! too.) 

The alternative approach is to look at how important all 
this stuff is to the characters in the story, rather than 
to the world at large. I've obviously failed to give you 
a vivid sense that Berisford's whole life is tied up in 
these experiments; that what Jeannie is doing will ruin 
everything he has ever striven for, and make his ent life 
a meaningless failure. That's easily put right. 

Actually, writing this down leads me to think that I probaby 
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need to do both things: make the clones cleverer, wickeder, 
and therefore more dangerous, and at the same time heighten 
the sense that Berisford's life's work is put in jeopardy 
by Jeannie's investigation, and that to him this is the 
greatest tragedy imaginable. 

still like the idea of having Steve arrested for the rape 
much earlier in the story, because of course if he were 
convicted of a felony that would be the end of his career 
as a lawyer, so he, too, would be in the situation that 
everything he has worked towards is about to be ruined. 

Right now I can't figure out, on any of these scenarios, how 
to begin the book. I don't want to start with Berisford 
because he is not engaging enough. At one time I thought 
to begin with Jeannie putting her mother in the old folks' 
home, but that's not much of a start for a thriller. Maybe 
I'll have Steve getting involved in some kind of injustice, 
and indignantly defending the underdog in some kind of 
conflict, on his way to the university. Or maybe it should 
be Harvey planning the rape. 

I'm going to Stevenage tonight and will be there until 
Saturday midday, then back here until I leave for the 
airport. I'm assuming we'll talk for a couple of hours or 
so on Monday morning, then you'll rest in the afternoon 
while I go over my notes. We can do the same on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, and if necessary Thursday and Friday as well. 

Warmest regards-

Ken. 


