
             
   

RESOLUTION TO GRANT EMERITUS STATUS 
TO CHARLES PELZER 

 
 

WHEREAS, Saginaw Valley State University grants emeritus/emerita status to retiring 
faculty/administrators who have served the University with distinction; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Charles Pelzer gave forty-six years of service to SVSU, having arrived at 

Saginaw Valley College in 1969, to join the faculty in the Department of Biology at the rank of 
Assistant Professor, and receiving the rank of full professor in 1979, and spending more than four 
decades until his retirement in January 2016 dedicated to serving the university in numerous 
capacities, including Chair of the Department of Biology, secretary for the Faculty Association, 
Academic Assessment Advisory Committee Member and faculty representative on the Graduate 
Committee; and 

 
WHEREAS, in his career at SVSU, Dr. Pelzer was one of the building blocks of the 

foundation of the Biology Department and the Biology major as his insight, guidance and tireless 
effort was instrumental in the development of the Biology Major and his contribution has resulted in 
shaping the careers of thousands of students; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Pelzer willingly served in a myriad of roles all designed to promote student 

interest and student success as evidenced by his human genetics research that was highly 
collaborative, involving both students and other faculty, which helped to lay the groundwork for our 
tradition of cross-departmental collaboration; and 
 

WHEREAS, he exemplified through his publications and research, a true devotion to science 
and the practice of science while his work in mentoring students in research throughout the entirety 
of his research career utilized methodology for training students for STEM careers that is current with 
and represents best mentoring practice to this day; and 

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Pelzer was the recipient of numerous honors and awards that not only 

highlighted his own merit as an educator and researcher, but bolstered the reputation of the 
University as a whole, he has been listed in more than 25 biographical directories for scientific 
achievements and received a Recognition and Appreciation Award from the Michigan Association of 
Biology Teachers, and a travel grant to present specific findings of his research to the International 
Congress of Human Genetics meeting held in Mexico City; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Dr. Pelzer has a lifelong career devoted to community service where he has been 
a member of the Board of Directors of the Michigan Association of Biology Teachers for over 25 
years and a Liaisons Officer for the Council of Undergraduate Research, as well as holding 
membership in 15 different professional societies; and  

 
WHEREAS, Dr. Charles Pelzer has served the greater community of Saginaw Valley State 

University with distinction, dedication and honor for over 45 years, having had a significant positive 
impact on thousands of students, the entirety of the SVSU Campus, and our regional community. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT Dr. Charles Pelzer be recognized as 

Professor Emeritus. 


