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research projects this year. She stated that Dr. David Berry nominated these students and 
will serve as their faculty mentor throughout the academic year. 

Professor Bishop also announced that two students were awarded Faculty Association 
Chrysalis Scholarships which supports non-traditional students over 25 years of age, many 
of whom are women who have returned to college to complete their education after raising 
their families. 

Professor Bishop announced that the Faculty Association recently presented awards for 
scholarship, service and mentorship to three of the following faculty members: 

1) Dr. Jennifer Stinson, Associate Professor of History, received the FA award for
scholarship. Dr. Stinson's research is in the areas of race and gender in the 19th century,
environmental history and public history.

2) The FA Award for Service was given to J. Blake Johnson, Professor of Art. Among his
many contributions to the university, Professor Johnson founded Cardinal Solutions in
2015, an interdisciplinary faculty/student team that works directly with local businesses
and non-profits to help develop marketing solutions.

3) Dr. William Williamson, Professor of Rhetoric & Professional Writing, received the
FA award for mentorship. He was recognized for support and encouragement that he
provides to help new faculty be successful in their roles at the university.

E. Recognition of the Student Association

Lauren Kreiss, President of the Student Association, commented that for the tenth 

consecutive year, SVSU won the annual week-long Battle of the Valleys fundraising 

competition against Grand Valley State University. Ms. Kreiss noted that $32,000 was 

raised for this year's charity, the Mustard Seed Shelter.

F. Communications and Requests to Appear Before the Board

• Renee Zumberg, Aramark Catering Director, Staff Member of the Month for August, 
was introduced to the Board. (Appendix One: Zumberg)

• Debra Newton, ITS Audio Visual Coordinator, Staff Member of the Month for 
September, was introduced to the Board. (Appendix Two: Newton)

G. ACTION ITEMS

1. Resolution in Appreciation of Cathy Ferguson

RES-2249 It was moved and supported that the following resolution be adopted: 
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