
Saginaw Valley State University
Public School Academy Application 

Phase II

This application form constitutes the required form for an application to the Board of Control of Saginaw Valley State University (SVSU) for authorization to organize and administer a Public School Academy pursuant to Part 6a of the Michigan School Code (see Rules & Regulations tab). An applicant must satisfy all SVSU policies (see Policy Statement tab) in effect as of the date of approval of the application. By accepting this application, SVSU does not agree to approve the application. SVSU retains the right to approve some or none of the applications submitted to it. Approval of applications shall be for a maximum of a five-year period.

I. 
Applicant Information

Identification of the applicant for the contract:


Name:

_________________________________________________________________


Title:

_________________________________________________________________


Address:
_________________________________________________________________




_________________________________________________________________


Telephone:
_____________________________
Fax: ____________________________

Community in which the Public School Academy will be located:

___________________________________________________, Michigan

If specific address is known, please specify:


___________________________________________________, Michigan ___________

Type of applicant (check one):




Individual




Government entity




Nonprofit corporation




Other (describe) ___________________________________________________

II. 
Proposed Board of Directors


1.
Qualifications for appointment of board of directors.


2.
Proposed number of members.


3.
Proposed length of term.


4.
Proposed method of selection.

5.
Each proposed board member must fill out the attached application and provide a résumé (see tab #8).

III. 
Proposed Educational Program


(Please spell out each numerical section below separately as some will become schedules to the contract.)

1.
A detailed statement of need not presently met by the local public schools. Document the need and discuss how those needs will be met by the proposed charter.


2.
A description of any unique or special educational or service features of the proposed Public School Academy that would give it particular qualitative dimensions not otherwise available to students.

3.
A clear mission statement (the charter’s purpose). Who participated in the development of the mission statement and educational goal development?


4.
Specific measurable educational goals (Schedule 5) with a detailed plan for measuring those goals on an annual basis.  Educational goals must include demonstrated improved academic achievement in all groups of pupils.


To the extent applicable, the progress of the pupils in the Public School Academy shall be assessed using at least a Michigan Education Assessment Program (MEAP) test or an assessment instrument developed under section 104a of the State School Aid Act of 1979, being section 388.1704a of the Michigan Compiled Laws, for a state-endorsed high school diploma, and one or more of the following nationally formed tests; the California Achievement Test, the Stanford Achievement Test, or the Iowa Test of Basic Skills or another national test acceptable to the University.

5.
A curriculum plan (Schedule 6) that spells out (see School Planning Schematic tab):

a. 
Essential Learnings (cross curricular skills important for all students to demonstrate and indicators that add definition and begin to clarify essential learnings across grades).

b. 
Content Standards (what we want students to know and be able to do at the end of a K-12 program and indicators that add definition and begin to clarify essential learnings across grades).

c. 
Grade and Subject Level Benchmarks (what students should know and be able to do at a specific grade or subject level).

d. 
Core Curriculum (curriculum framework/common curriculum that is taught at specific grade and subject levels).

1. 
Method of Pupil Assessments (Schedule 12) (evidence of learning that aligns with standards and curriculum), including grade and subject level assessments and classroom assessments

2. 
Curriculum Maps (critical content, skills, assessments, and essential questions that focus learning)

3. 
Instructional Strategies (techniques used to engage learners in the learning process)

4. 
Structures (support structures and schedules that align with the charter’s mission) An implementation process and timeline that addresses:

i. 
Materials and resources that will be utilized to implement the curriculum.

ii. 
Staff training allocated to implement the curriculum. Detail how this will be accomplished.

iii. 
Curriculum monitoring/who will monitor the curriculum implementation and how will they do it?


6.
Specify in detail how the academy will recruit, screen, and select staff. Description of qualifications, certification, and responsibilities of the staff (Schedule 7). Provide job descriptions for each employee group.


7.
Governance Structure (Schedule 13): Provide an organization chart showing reporting lines and responsibilities of all staff including the Management Company, if applicable.

8.
Specify in detail how students will be recruited. Specify steps that will be followed if limited space is available. What is the likelihood that the proposed program will be representative of a diverse student body?


9.
The admission policy and criteria to be maintained by the Public School Academy. The admission policy and criteria shall comply with section 504 of the School Code, as amended, as follows (Schedule 9):

a.
A Public School Academy shall not operate at a site other than the single site requested for the configuration of grades that will use the site.

b.
A Public School Academy shall not charge tuition, and shall not discriminate in its pupil admissions policies or practices on the basis of intellectual or athletic ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, status as a handicapped person, or any other basis that would be illegal if used by a school district. However, a Public School Academy may limit admission to pupils who are within a particular range or grade level or on any other basis that would be legal if used by a school district.

c.
Except for a foreign exchange student who is not a United States citizen, a Public School Academy shall not enroll a pupil who is not a resident of this state. Enrollment in the Public School Academy shall be open to all pupils who reside within the geographic boundaries of the State of Michigan who meet the admission policy. If there are more applicants to enroll in the Public School Academy than there are spaces available, pupils shall be selected to attend using a random selection process. However, a Public School Academy may give enrollment priority to a sibling of a pupil enrolled in the Public School Academy. A Public School Academy shall allow any pupil who was enrolled in the Public School Academy in the immediately preceding school year to enroll in the Public School Academy in the appropriate grade unless the appropriate grade is not offered at the Public School Academy.

d.
A Public School Academy may include any grade up to grade 12 or any configuration of those grades, including kindergarten and early childhood education, as specified in its contract.


10.
A school calendar and school day schedule that meets legislative requirements for days and hours of instruction, as well as provides adequate time for staff development and parent conferences (Schedule 10).

11.
The age and grade range of pupils to be enrolled. Projected number of students attending the Public School Academy (Schedule 11).

12.
Proposed method and arrangement for transportation of pupils.

13.
Specify in detail local involvement in planning, operating, and evaluating the proposed program. Detail how parents will be involved and parent satisfaction will be assessed on a yearly basis.


14.
Proposed starting date for the Public School Academy.


15.
Proposed date for commencement of teaching in the Public School Academy.


16.
A copy of any and all publications, brochures, advertisements, or other promotional literature used to recruit students, raise money, or otherwise represent the proposed Public School Academy to the public.


17. 
There are several items that the Michigan Revised School Code requires an authorizer to consider in making its decision to grant a charter. Please provide a narrative statement that identifies, by subtopic, the items listed below.

(a)
The resources available for the proposed public school academy.

(b)
The population to be served by the proposed public school academy.

(c)
The educational goals to be achieved by the proposed public school academy.

(d)
The applicant's track record, if any, in organizing public school academies or other public schools.

(e)
The graduation rate of a school district in which the proposed public school academy is proposed to be located.

(f)

The population of a county in which the proposed public school academy is proposed to be located.

(g)
The number of schools in the proximity of a proposed location of the proposed public school academy that are on the list under section 1280c(1) of the public schools in this state that the department has determined to be among the lowest achieving 5% of all public schools in this state.

(h)
The number of pupils on waiting lists of public school academies in the proximity of a proposed location of the proposed public school academy.

IV.
Budget and Business Financial Plan


1.
A copy of financial planning documents describing the proposed academy’s operating budget and capital needs and resources for a five-year period using the Michigan Accounting Manual standards.


2.
Specify a startup business plan.

V. 
Facilities


1.
Attach a description of and the address of the physical plant in which the Public School Academy will be located, including the identification of the local and intermediate school district in which the academy will be located (Schedule 8).

2.
All building sites, before the Public School Academy opens, must have all appropriate inspections and approvals (building, electrical, plumbing, etc.). (See tab #14.)

3.
A copy of the deed of conveyance or lease of the Public School Academy school building (if applicable at time of application).

VI. 
Proposed Articles of Incorporation (Schedule 3) of a Michigan nonprofit organization as included with application using SVSU model. (See tab #6.)
NOTE: Submit Articles of Incorporation in DRAFT. Do not file articles until the application has been approved.

VII. 
Proposed Bylaws (Schedule 4) for corporation as included with application using SVSU model. (See tab #7.)
VIII. 
Proposed Management Company Information (if applicable)
Complete the attached “Public School Academy Management Company Information Sheet.” (See tab #9.)
IX.
Assurances


1.
A pledge that the corporation is not now, nor will be, organized by a church or other religious organization of any kind or nature, nor that it has any affiliation either organizationally or contractually with a church or religious organization or that it would constitute a church or other religious organization now or in the future.

2.
Proposed method to provide Saginaw Valley State University with assurance that the Public School Academy will comply with the goals of the Public School Academy and comply with all applicable laws, regulations, and reporting procedures for state, federal, and contractual requirements.

3.
Proposed method to be used to monitor the Public School Academy’s compliance with applicable laws and its performance in meeting its targeted educational goals.

The following agreement is required for this application and will be required to be executed by the Public School Academy corporation in the event that a contract is awarded. (See tab#11 for a sample Contract.)

AGREEMENT
I/we hereby certify and agree that a Public School Academy authorized pursuant to this application will comply with the provisions of Part 6a of the Michigan School code and subject to the provision of Part 6a, will comply with all other state law applicable to public bodies and with federal law applicable to public bodies or school districts.

___________________________________


________________________________

Applicant



Date


Applicant

Date

___________________________________


________________________________

Applicant



Date


Applicant

Date

___________________________________


________________________________

Applicant



Date


Applicant

Date

It is understood that this application must include a nonrefundable fee of $500 for its review. Upon notification that an applicant’s program is consistent with the purpose and objectives of SVSU’s policies, the applicant becomes a candidate for a charter. There is an additional nonrefundable $500 fee for a program evaluation review prior to determining charter status. Further, it is agreed that Saginaw Valley State University’s Board of Control may accept, reject, modify, or condition approval upon modification of this application as it so chooses and that it is not obligated by law to accept any applications. The candidate agrees to enter into a contract with Saginaw Valley State University as a condition of acceptance of this application and part of that contract contains a pledge that the corporation will comply with all state and federal laws and regulations which apply to public bodies, as well as the provisions of Part 6a of the School Code of 1976, as amended, and federal laws applicable to school districts. Should any significant conditions change as a result of an emergency or unplanned event, it is incumbent on the Director to request a charter amendment from the Saginaw Valley State University’s Board of Control. 

Please submit three (3) copies of proposal to:
Joseph G. Rousseau
School/University Partnership Office
Saginaw Valley State University

7400 Bay Road

University Center, Michigan 48710

(989) 964-4623 • Fax: (989) 964-4636
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