English 080:  Writing Skills

Fall 2010
Instructor:  

Christina Montgomery

Office: 


Brown 223 

E-mail:  

cmontgom@svsu.edu (this is the best way to contact me)

Office Phone:  

989-964-2621 

Home Phone:  

772-8980 (Please, no calls after 9:00 pm)

Office Hours:   

T 2:20-4:20 p.m; R 9-10:00 a.m. F 11:50-12:50 p.m. (also available by appointment)
Required Texts:  


Raimes, Ann and Maria Jerskey. Keys for Writers, 6th ed. Boston: Wadsworth/Cengage, 2010. 
Penfield, Elizabeth. Short Takes. 10th ed. Pearson, 2009.

Course Introduction:

English 080 is an introductory course in writing designed to develop your knowledge about writing and prepare you achieve the writing competency needed for college. Writing is a process, and this class will help you understand where you are in this process.  As members of a writing community, together, we will examine the ways we read, write, edit, proofread, and revise.  Through our discussions, you will evolve into better learners and writers.  This course will require personal commitment and a great deal of writing, so come prepared for fun and work!  

This class will be conducted as a writing workshop where we will often work in small groups, reading, analyzing and responding to each other’s writing.  Although many of you will be uncomfortable sharing your writing and working with people you have never met, these writing groups are vital to your development as writers and they are also an excellent opportunity to meet new people.   

Course Description: 
Practice in the generation of short essays and in the recognition and elimination of errors in style, usage, and sentence structure. Attention to individual needs. Pass/no credit.
Course Outcomes:

The student who successfully completes English 080 will be able to: 

1.) Use writing processes that develop exploratory drafts into revised prose for specific audiences, including the ability to: 


a. Generate, select and focus writing topics


b. Plan, organize, and structure writing to develop a focus and purpose


c. Support positions in a manner convincing to targeted audiences


d. Review, critique, revise


e. Edit writing to conform to the general conventions of Standard English.  

2.) Produce formal college level essays that exhibit the requisite skills to attain a C level or better on the course rubric, which signals that a student is prepared to enter English 111 and engage in academic discourse at the university level. 

3.) Read critically and analyze material written for multiple audiences. 

4.) Effectively participate in interactive/collaborative reading and writing activities. 

Course Practices:

1.) Students will write approximately 5000 words in the course, at least half of which will come from four formal essays. 

2.) Students will be provided with opportunities for in-class writing, with some attention to instruction in essay exam strategies. 
3) Instructors will take product and process (journals, drafts, portfolios and conferences) into account when assessing student performance in the course.  

4.) Instructors will assess students using clearly defined criteria, including course rubric, sample papers, and other materials provided by the instructor. 
5.) Instructors will base at least 75% of a student’s final course grade on the evaluation of formal essays.

6.) Instructors can only give the grade of “C” or higher to a student who earns 70% of total points possible in the course, and demonstrates significant competency in all course outcomes.
7.) Instructors will actively engage in strategies that work toward student retention and student success.
Formal Assignments:

You will complete four formal assignments, several informal writing or journal assignments and three in-class essays.  For the formal assignments, you will complete one draft for peer/instructor response and a final draft.  The informal writing or journals will help you think about the reading and writing you will be doing both inside and outside of class.  I will collect informal writing throughout the semester (I will always let you know in advance).  Try not to fall behind with your journal assignments—catching up will be difficult.  You will also complete three in-class essays and a final exam, which will include a brief analysis of these essays.  Please note, you must write all three in-class essays or you will receive an E on the final exam.  Following is a breakdown of the assignments for this course.

	Component
	Value

	Essay #1 – Informal/Formal
	 15%

	Essay #2 – Descriptive Profile
	 15%

	Essay #3 – Decision Analysis
	 15%

	Essay #4 – My Turn 
	 15%

	In-Class Essays/Final Exam
	 15%

	Informal Writing/Journals/ECL
	 15%

	Participation
	 10%

	
	         Total: 100%


The following scale will be used when determining final grades for this course:

93-100
A
67-69
D+

90-93 A-
63-66
D

87-89 B+
60-62
D-

83-86 B
59 and below F

80-82 B-

77-79 C+

73-76 C

70-72
C- 

The Writing Center:

One of the many advantages of this University is the Writing Center.  You are strongly encouraged to meet with a tutor at least once per assignment to discuss your writing.  These sessions are not required but are strongly recommended for successful completion of this course. The Writing Center is open Monday through Friday and is located in Zahnow 308(third floor library): M-TR, 9 am– 7 pm, F, 11 am – 2 pm; 989-964-6061.

Attendance/Participation:  

Being prepared for class will allow you to be an active and effective member of our writing community.  Your preparedness will ensure success in this class and will be the key to becoming a better writer. It is imperative that you attend class regularly.  More than two excused or unexcused absences will lower your participation grade by five points for each subsequent absence. More than four unexcused absences will result in failure of the course. Participation does not only mean attendance but also includes such things as being active in workshop groups and answering questions in class. 

Essay Format:  
All formal writing assignments must be typed and double-spaced.  Papers should be typed in 12-point Times New Roman font with no more than one-inch margins on all sides.  When turning in a final paper, you should include your instructor/peer response draft and your final draft. No title pages please.  

Paper Rewrite Option:  You have the option to rewrite one writing assignment (not including Paper 4). The new grade, unless lower will replace the original paper grade.  Revised papers are due one week after the original is returned.  Keep in mind that revision means significant structural, organizational, and/or content change.  Simply correcting surface errors is not revising and will not result in a grade change. 

Late Paper/Informal Writing Policy:  Please turn in work on time.  This gives you more time to work on drafts for your final paper.  All drafts must be turned on the due date for full credit.  If you do not come to class on draft due dates (this includes peer response) with a complete draft, your final paper grade will be lowered by five points.  Papers handed in after the class period is over will be counted as late.  The final paper grade will be lowered by five points for each day late.   ALL work must be completed in order to pass this class.  
Disability Statement:
Students with disabilities which may restrict their full participation in course activities are encouraged to meet with the instructor or contact the SVSU Office of Disability Services, Curtis Hall, Room C-112, Phone  # 964-4168. 

SVSU does not discriminate based on race, religion, color, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, age, physical impairment, disability, or veteran status in the provision of education, employment, and other services. 

Academic Integrity Policy:
According to the SVSU Student Handbook, “Academic integrity is undermined whenever one is dishonest in the pursuit of knowledge.  Dishonesty takes many forms, including cheating, plagiarism, and other activities for undermining the educational process.

“ ‘Cheating’ occurs whenever one attempts to gain an advantage through a violation of rules regarding the relevant behavior.  It should be assumed that collaboration is cheating unless explicitly authorized” (16).

In English 080 and 111, cheating in any form will result in a grade of zero (0) for that assignment.

“’Plagiarism’ involves intentionally or unintentionally presenting another person’s expressions – ideas, opinions, illustrations, data, style – as one’s own expression” (16).

Forms of plagiarism include directly transcribing (copying) without quotation and attribution, summarizing without attribution, paraphrasing or patchwork paraphrasing without attribution, patching electronic materials (including pictures, graphs, and/or charts) without attribution.

In English 080 and 111, deliberate plagiarism, whether on a paper’s early draft or on a paper’s final draft, will result in the grade of zero (0) for the entire assignment.  

“’Undermining the Educational Process’ occurs whenever one attempts to prevent another’s learning or subverts the recognized means by which learning occurs” (16).

The goal of SVSU faculty is to help each student achieve success through learning the concepts and skills for which the course was designed.  In a university classroom, the learning that takes place is determined by the quality of the interactions of all members of the class. 

Specifically the SVSU Student Handbook states, "No student shall engage in conduct that disrupts or interferes with the educational activities in classrooms . . . computer laboratories . . . or any other place where education and teaching activities take place.  This includes, but is not limited to, such behaviors as talking at inappropriate times, drawing unwarranted attention to him or herself, engaging in loud and distracting behaviors, displaying defiance or disrespect to peers or threatening any University employee or student.  No student shall engage in conduct that is disruptive or interferes with the rights of others on University property . . . nor shall a student obstruct, disrupt, interfere, or attempt to interfere with another students right to learn or complete academic requirements"   (34).

In English 080 and 111, any student who engages in any of these behaviors that undermine the educational process will be asked to leave the class immediately, and lose any possible credit for that class period.  To return to the class, the student will be required to schedule a meeting with the instructor to discuss his or her plans for modifying their behavior in question. 

Important Note:  In any case of cheating, plagiarism, or engaging in behavior that undermines the educational process in addition to the consequences outlined above, the instructor may choose to report the behavior to the Office of Student Conduct, following the protocols outlined on pages 32-37 in the SVSU Student Handbook.
