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Department Operational Policies and Procedures:  Response to Domestic Violence

Effective Date:  March, 1995                                                  Review Date: October, 2007

POLICY ON RESPONSE TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

I. PURPOSE AND GOALS

A. PURPOSE

Domestic violence is criminal behavior.  This policy defines the department's commitment to and

the officer's responsibility in responding to domestic violence.  The establishment of this policy

is intended to help eliminate indecision in the minds of department personnel and to create

confidence in officers when exercising judgment in the performance of their duties.

B. GOALS

The goals of this department's domestic violence response policy are:

1. To protect victims;

2. To hold assailants accountable;

3. To reduce domestic assaults;

4. To utilize arrest as an effective response to domestic violence;

5. To reduce injuries to officers; and

6. To reduce liability risks for the department.

C. ENDORSEMENTS

This policy was developed in association with the Saginaw County Prosecuting 

Attorney's office, the Saginaw Police Department, the Saginaw County Sheriff's 

Department, the Thomas Township Police Department, The Underground Railroad, Inc., 

the Saginaw County  Police Chief's Association, and the Saginaw Valley State University Police

Department.
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II. ARREST

A. ARREST POLICY

AN OFFICER RESPONDING TO THE SCENE OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  SHOULD

ARREST THE ASSAILANT IN ALL OF THE FOLLOWING CIRCUMSTANCES:

Felony committed in the officer's presence;

Felony based on probable cause;

Misdemeanor committed in the officer's presence;

Misdemeanor assault, assault and battery, or  aggravated assault based on reasonable 

cause where a "domestic" relationship exists (MCL 764.15a); Violation of bond 

conditions (MCL 764.15a); and Violation of a domestic assault injunctive order (MCL 

764.15b).

MCL 764.15a grants an officer the authority to make a misdemeanor arrest without a warrant

based upon reasonable cause for assault, assault and battery, or aggravated assault when the

assailant is the spouse or former spouse of the victim, or is a person residing or having resided in

the same household as the victim, or has a child in common with the victim.

Reasonable cause is defined in Michigan law as synonymous with probable cause.  The probable

cause standard applied to domestic violence crimes is no different than the standard applied to all

other crimes.  Probable cause means any facts that would induce a fair-minded person of average

intelligence to believe that the suspect has committed a crime.  There is no requirement that there

be corroborating physical evidence or visible injury to establish probable cause.  This means that

the word of the victim alone, if believed, is sufficient grounds for establishing reasonable cause.

1. WHEN DETERMINING WHETHER PROBABLE CAUSE EXISTS TO 

BELIEVE THAT A CRIME HAS  BEEN COMMITTED AN OFFICER 

SHOULD NOT CONSIDER ANY OF THE FOLLOWING FACTORS:

The marital status of the parties;

The lack of an injunction;

The wishes of either party concerning arrest or prosecution;

Assurances that the violence will stop;

Financial consequences of arrest;

The race, sex, religion, ethnic origin, social class, sexual 

orientation, education, or occupation of either party.
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2. DUAL ARRESTS SHOULD BE AVOIDED.  THOSE ACTING IN 

SELF DEFENSE SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO ARREST.  A 

THOROUGH  CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION SHALL ALWAYS

BE CONDUCTED.

In some cases, both parties indicate they were assaulted.  Conducting a thorough 

criminal investigation will usually allow the officer to determine who was the 

assailant.

 

3. WHERE THERE ARE ALLEGATIONS OF MUTUAL BATTERING 

AN OFFICER SHOULD DETERMINE WHO THE ASSAILANT IS BY:

INVESTIGATING FOR OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE 

WOUNDS;

CONSIDERING THE PRIOR HISTORY OF VIOLENCE;

CONSIDERING THE SIZE, STRENGTH AND BULK OF THE

PARTIES;

CONSIDERING EACH PARTY'S ABILITY TO DO WHAT WAS

ALLEGED;

CONSIDERING OTHER WITNESS STATEMENTS (INCLUDING

CHILDREN); AND CONSIDERING OTHER EVIDENCE (e.g. 

PHYSICAL OR CIRCUMSTANTIAL).

4. ANY STUDENT ARRESTED IN CAMPUS HOUSING FOR DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE WILL BE ISSUED A TRESPASS LETTER BY THE

INVESTIGATING OFFICER.

MCL 764.15b grants an officer the authority, without a warrant, to arrest a person for 

violation of an injunctive order when the officer has reasonable cause to believe that all 

of the following exist:

a. The person named in the order is acting in violation of the order.  A 

person is in violation of the order if that person commits one or more of 

the following acts specifically enumerated in the order to restrain or enjoin

the person from:

(i) Assaulting, beating, molesting, or wounding a named person.

(ii) Removing minor children from a person having legal custody of

the children, in violation of custody or  visitation orders issued by 

the court.

(iii) Entering onto premises.

(iv) Engaging in stalking conduct as prohibited under section 411 (h)

and 411 (l) of Act 328 of Public Acts of 1931, (MCL 750.411h and

MCL 750.411l).
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(v) Threatening to kill or physically injure a named person.

b. A true copy and proof of service of the order has been filed with the law

enforcement agency having jurisdiction of the area in which the moving

party (person to be protected) resides.  An injunctive order from Saginaw

County will be filed with Central Dispatch in Saginaw County.

c. The person named in the order has received notice of the injunctive order.

d. The order states on its face that a violation of its terms subjects the person

to criminal contempt of court and, if found guilty, the person shall be

imprisoned for not more that 90 days and may be fined not more than

$500.00.

e. The order states on its face the period of time for which the order is valid

and restrains or enjoins a spouse, former spouse, or a person residing 

or having resided in the same household as the victim from committing 

one or more of the acts enumerate in a. above.

A person arrested for violation of an injunctive order shall not be released on 

bond.  The arrested person must be brought before the circuit court which 

issued the order within 24 hours after the arrest.  The circuit court shall set a 

time for a hearing on the alleged violation and shall set bond.  If a circuit court 

judge is not available within 24 hours after arrest, the arrested person shall 

be brought before the district court within 24 hours after arrest, at which time 

the district court shall order the defendant to appear before the circuit court 

for a hearing on the charge and shall set bond.

III. RESPONSE AND INVESTIGATION

A. DISPATCH POLICY

The officer or dispatcher who receives the initial domestic violence call can provide the

responding officers with vital information that could save the lives of the officers and

persons at the scene.

1. A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CALL WILL BE GIVEN THE SAME

PRIORITY AS ANY OTHER LIFE THREATENING CALL.  TWO

OFFICERS SHOULD BE DISPATCHED WHENEVER POSSIBLE.  ONE

OFFICER RESPONSES SHOULD BE AVOIDED.
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2. THE CALL SHALL NOT BE CANCELLED AT THE REQUEST OF THE

CALLER OR ANY OTHER PARTY.  RESPONDING OFFICERS WILL

CONTINUE TO THE SCENE TO VERIFY THAT ASSISTANCE IS NOT

NEEDED.

Procedures

1. Domestic violence calls should not be referred to other dispatch numbers or

personnel since a victim may be unable to wait or return a call for help due to

the possibility of detection by the assailant.

2. The call taker should attempt to obtain as much of the following information

from the caller as possible.

Address/location of the domestic violence scene

Call back number

 Caller's name - is caller the victim?

Nature of the current incident

Is the incident in progress?

Are there injuries?  Is an ambulance needed?

Are there weapons involved?  What kind?

Is the suspect present?

What is the suspect's name?

Are there children present?

Are there weapons in the house?  What kind?  Where?

Is there a history of domestic violence at this location?

3. The call taker should keep the caller on the phone as long as possible, reassuring the

caller that help is en route and updating responding officers as additional information is 

received.  The call taker should avoid placing blame or making judgments.  If contact 

with the caller is broken, an attempt to reestablish it shall be made.  The call taker 

should advise responding officers if contact is lost.

4. Medical assistance should be dispatched as soon as it is determined to be needed.

5. The call taker should access departmental records to determine prior history and the

existence of injunctions to assist officers in their response whenever possible.

B. OFFICER RESPONSE

1. THE RESPONDING OFFICERS WILL APPROACH THE SCENE AS

A CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION.  OFFICERS SHOULD USE 

APPROPRIATE PRECAUTIONARY PROCEDURES WHEN 

APPROACHING AND ENTERING THE SCENE.
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Procedures

1. Upon arrival officers will establish contact with all parties involved, officers will 

separate the parties, but remain in sight of each other.  Officers will identify and secure 

weapons and objects that can be used as weapons.

2. Officers should attempt to create a calm, safe environment in which to conduct the

criminal investigation.

3. Officers should determine the need for medical attention (if not already dispatched).

4. Provide for the safety and care of children when necessary (e.g. by other family 

members, contact with DSS, etc.)  

C. ON-SCENE INVESTIGATION

1. THE OFFICER WILL ALWAYS CONDUCT A THOROUGH CRIMINAL 

INVESTIGATION.  THIS INVESTIGATION WILL INCLUDE 

INTERVIEWING ALL WITNESSES AND COLLECTING EVIDENCE OF

ALL POSSIBLE CRIMES COMMITTED.

2. OFFICERS SHOULD DETERMINE WHAT CRIMES THEY HAVE 

PROBABLE CAUSE TO BELIEVE WERE COMMITTED AND WHO 

COMMITTED THEM.

 

3. OFFICERS SHOULD ARREST THE ASSAILANT WHENEVER 

PROBABLE CAUSE IS ESTABLISHED THAT A FELONY OR 

DOMESTIC ASSAULT MISDEMEANOR HAS BEEN COMMITTED AND

THE ASSAILANT COMMITTED THE CRIME.  A POLICE OFFICER 

MAKING AN ARREST FOR A FELONY OR A DOMESTIC ASSAULT 

MISDEMEANOR SHALL ACT AS THE COMPLAINANT AND SHALL 

SWEAR TO THE COMPLAINT AND WARRANT AS  NECESSARY.

Procedures

1. Officers should tell the victim an arrest is about to be made.  Whenever possible, officers 

should avoid surprising the victim or making a physical arrest of the assailant in the 

victim's presence.

2. Officers should emphasize to the victim and the assailant that the criminal action is being

initiated by the officers, not the victim.
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4. IF PROBABLE CAUSE EXISTS TO BELIEVE THAT A NON-

ASSAULTIVE MISDEMEANOR TOOK PLACE PRIOR TO THE 

OFFICERS' ARRIVAL, OFFICERS SHOULD PREPARE A REQUEST 

FOR A WARRANT IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPROPRIATE 

PROCEDURES AND ADVISE THE VICTIM OF THE PROCESS.

5. IF PROBABLE CAUSE EXISTS TO BELIEVE THAT A DATING 

RELATIONSHIP IS PRESENT BUT THE PARTIES HAVE NEVER 

LIVED TOGETHER, OFFICERS SHOULD PREPARE A REQUEST FOR 

A WARRANT IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPROPRIATE PROCEDURES 

AND ADVISE THE VICTIM OF THE PROCESS.

6. IF PROBABLE CAUSE EXISTS TO BELIEVE THAT THERE IS A

VIOLATION OF AN INJUNCTIVE ORDER OR BOND CONDITIONS 

THE SUSPECT SHOULD BE ARRESTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

THIS POLICY.  ARREST FOR VIOLATION OF AN INJUNCTIVE 

ORDER OR BOND CONDITIONS SHOULD NOT AFFECT THE 

DECISION TO ARREST FOR ANY OTHER CRIME.  OFFICERS 

SHOULD ARREST FOR ANY NEW CRIME COMMITTED IN THEIR 

PRESENCE OR FOR ANY FELONY OR DOMESTIC ASSAULT 

MISDEMEANOR FOR WHICH A PROBABLE CAUSE 

DETERMINATION WAS MADE.

7. IF THE SUSPECT HAS LEFT THE SCENE, ALL REASONABLE 

ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE AND ARREST THE SUSPECT SHOULD 

BE MADE.  A DESCRIPTION SHOULD BE DISSEMINATED TO OTHER

OFFICERS AND LOCATIONS KNOWN TO BE FREQUENTED BY THE 

SUSPECT SHOULD BE CHECKED.

8. IF THE SUSPECT CANNOT BE LOCATED, A WARRANT SHOULD BE 

SOUGHT IN ACCORDANCE WITH DEPARTMENTAL AND 

PROSECUTORIAL POLICY.

 

D. POLICY IF NO ARREST CAN BE MADE

1. IF THE ASSAILANT IS STILL PRESENT AND AN ARREST CANNOT 

BE MADE, OFFICERS SHOULD ATTEMPT TO CREATE A CALM 

ENVIRONMENT WHILE CONVEYING THE MESSAGE THAT 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IS CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR AND THAT THE 

OFFICER IS CONCERNED FOR THE VICTIM'S SAFETY.

2. OFFICERS SHOULD ASSESS THE LETHALITY OF THE SITUATION 

BY DETERMINING IF INDICATORS OF A LIFE THREATENING 

ATTACK CURRENTLY EXIST, SUCH AS:
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THE ASSAILANT HAS THREATENED TO KILL;

THE VICTIM HAS TOLD THE ASSAILANT SHE

IS LEAVING OR FILING FOR DIVORCE;

THE PRESENCE OF WEAPONS;

THE ASSAILANT HAS THREATENED SUICIDE;

A HISTORY OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AT THIS LOCATION;

THE ASSAILANT HAS ENGAGED IN STALKING BEHAVIOR;

THE ASSAILANT HAS THREATENED THE CHILDREN.

3. TEMPORARY SEPARATION CAN BE SUGGESTED IN THESE 

SITUATIONS.  OFFICERS SHOULD ENCOURAGE ONE PARTY TO

LEAVE, PROVIDING PROTECTION WHILE ESSENTIAL PROPERTY 

IS COLLECTED IN PREPARATION FOR LEAVING, AND PROVIDING

ASSISTANCE WITH TRANSPORTATION WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

OFFICERS SHALL PROVIDE THE VICTIM WITH REFERRAL

INFORMATION AS REQUIRED BY MCL 764.15c.

Procedures

Officers should consider seizing and holding all firearms when responding to the scene of

domestic violence.

E. REPORT WRITING

1. OFFICERS SHALL PREPARE A WRITTEN INCIDENT REPORT 

WHENEVER THERE IS A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE RESPONSE.  AN

SC1825 FORM (PURPLE), FROM THE SAGINAW COUNTY 

PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE IS TO BE COMPLETED.  (Form Sample is 

attached to the back of General Order).

When documenting a domestic violence response:

The victim does not have to write a statement

The victim does not have to sign the report.

The officer will act as the complainant signing on information

and belief, where a warrant is issued.

2. IF FACTORS RELATED TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ARE ALLEGED, 

DOCUMENT THE REASONS FOR THE PROBABLE CAUSE 

DETERMINATION MADE WHETHER OR NOT A CRIME HAS  BEEN 

COMMITTED OR AN ARREST HAS BEEN MADE.

3. WHERE PROBABLE CAUSE EXISTED AND NO ARREST WAS MADE,

A WRITTEN INCIDENT REPORT DOCUMENTING THE REASONS NO
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ARREST WAS MADE MUST BE PREPARED.

4. IF THE VICTIM LEAVES THE SCENE, THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF 

THE VICTIM'S LOCATION MUST BE MAINTAINED.

F. BONDING POLICY

1. A PERSON ARRESTED WITHOUT A WARRANT UNDER THE 

AUTHORITY OF MCL 764.15a SHALL NOT BE RELEASED ON AN 

INTERIM BOND OR ON RECOGNIZANCE.

MCL 780.582a states the suspect must be held until brought before

a magistrate for arraignment.  If a magistrate is not available within

24 hours the suspect shall be held for 20 hours.  After 20 hours the 

suspect can be released on an interim bond or on recognizance.

2. A PERSON ARRESTED FOR VIOLATION OF AN INJUNCTIVE ORDER

UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF MCL 764.15b SHALL NOT BE 

RELEASED ON BOND.  THE SUSPECT SHALL BE BROUGHT BEFORE

THE COURT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS POLICY.

IV. VICTIM ASSISTANCE

Arrest provides immediate safety and takes control of the situation away from the assailant.

A. VICTIM ASSISTANCE WHEN AN ARREST IS MADE

5. THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD PROVIDES IMMEDIATE ON-CALL

SERVICES TO VICTIMS WHEN THE RESIDENCE IS DEEMED SAFE,

BY CALLING 755-0411.

2. OFFICERS SHOULD NOT LEAVE ANY DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

SCENE UNTIL THE SCENE HAS BEEN CALMED AND THE

IMMEDIATE SAFETY OF ALL PARTIES HAS BEEN PROVIDED FOR.

3. OFFICERS SHALL PROVIDE ALL VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC 

VIOLENCE  WITH REFERRAL INFORMATION AS REQUIRED BY 

MCL 764.15c.  THIS INFORMATION MUST BE PROVIDED WHETHER 

OR NOT AN ARREST WAS MADE.

4. OFFICERS SHOULD EXPLAIN THE INFORMATION TO THE VICTIM.

CONTACT SHOULD BE MADE WITH AN ADVOCATE AT THE LOCAL

SHELTER WHENEVER POSSIBLE.
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Procedures

Victims of domestic violence may require other assistance to meet their immediate needs for

safety, medical treatment, shelter and information.  Officers should:

1. Help facilitate access to medical assistance whenever possible.  Encourage the

victim to seek medical attention, even if it is done later.  This can provide

evidence of additional injury and/or additional documentation of known injury;

2. Explain to the victim and the assailant that the arrest decision was made by the

officers in accordance with the requirements of the law.

3. Explain the bonding process to the victim and the assailant.

4. Facilitate the placement of children if the victim is hospitalized.

5. Provide transportation when safety considerations warrant it.  Help arrange

transportation in other situations.

6. Explain the importance of photographs and evidence to the victim.

7. Attempts should be made to notify the victim of the release of the assailant,

whenever possible.

B. VICTIM ASSISTANCE IF NO ARREST COULD BE MADE

1. THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD PROVIDES IMMEDIATE ON-CALL

SERVICES TO VICTIMS WHEN THE RESIDENCE IS DEEMED SAFE,

BY CALLING 755-0411.

2. IF THE ASSAILANT IS GONE WHEN OFFICERS ARRIVE, THEY 

SHOULD DISCUSS A SAFETY PLAN WITH THE VICTIM FOR WHEN 

THE ASSAILANT RETURNS.  OFFICERS SHOULD ENCOURAGE THE 

VICTIM TO CALL THE POLICE IF THE ASSAILANT RETURNS.

3. OFFICERS SHOULD FACILITATE VICTIM'S IMMEDIATE CONTACT 

WITH A SHELTER, WHENEVER POSSIBLE.

4. THE OFFICERS SHOULD PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION TO ASSIST 

ONE PARTY IN LEAVING WHENEVER POSSIBLE.
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5. IF THE ASSAILANT IS STILL PRESENT AND AN ARREST CANNOT 

BE MADE, THE OFFICERS SHOULD ASSESS THE LETHALITY OF 

THE SITUATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS POLICY, BY 

DETERMINING  IF INDICATORS OF A LIFE THREATENING 

ATTACK CURRENTLY EXIST.

V. SUPERVISION

A. ALL RESPONSES TO A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COMPLAINT WILL BE 

REVIEWED FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THIS POLICY.

Procedure

When the victim or the assailant is a criminal justice system employee or public official,

the supervisor will review the incident to ensure that the response is properly documented and

that  departmental policy has been followed.  

B. WHEN A DUAL ARREST IS MADE, THE PROBABLE CAUSE FOR

EACH ARREST WILL BE REVIEWED BY THE SUPERVISOR TO

ENSURE THAT DEPARTMENTAL POLICY WAS FOLLOWED.

C. SUPERVISORS WILL PROVIDE FEEDBACK TO OFFICERS TO

REINFORCE THE INTENT OF THIS POLICY.

D. A SUPERVISOR FINDING VIOLATIONS OF THE POLICY WILL 

TAKE CORRECTIVE ACTIONS IN ACCORDANCE  WITH

DEPARTMENTAL POLICY.

VI. TRAINING

A. INITIAL TRAINING

1. ALL AFFECTED DEPARTMENTAL PERSONNEL WILL BE  TRAINED

TO FOLLOW THIS POLICY.  THE TRAINING MUST BE SUFFICIENT

TO ENSURE AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE PROVISIONS OF 

THIS POLICY.

2. ALL AFFECTED DEPARTMENTAL PERSONNEL WILL BE GIVEN

A COPY OF THE POLICY AND WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 

KNOWING, UNDERSTANDING AND COMPLYING WITH THE

PROVISIONS OF THE POLICY.
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Training

1. Training of the police shall include:

a. training on the dynamics of domestic violence;

b. laws related to domestic violence;

c. officer safety and response procedures.

2. Training on the dynamics of domestic violence should be done by domestic

violence service providers whenever possible.

B. ON-GOING TRAINING

On-going training, supervision and accountability are essential for minimizing the risk

of liability.

1. REVIEW TRAINING OF THE POLICY MUST BE SUFFICIENT

TO CREATE AN UNDERSTANDING AND RETENTION OF THE

REQUIREMENTS OF THIS POLICY,  TO ENSURE THAT PERSONNEL 

ARE ABLE TO PROPERLY ARTICULATE THIS  POLICY ON THE 

WITNESS STAND IN COURT.

2. REVIEW TRAINING SHOULD INCLUDE ALL AFFECTED 

DEPARTMENTAL PERSONNEL.

Training

1. This policy shall be regularly reviewed.

 


