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Project Abstract – A clear, concise description of the goals, methods, and anticipated outcomes of the proposed project. An abstract is a summary of essential ideas drawn from a larger text (it is not an introduction to that text). Maximum 200 words.
Guidelines for Faculty WIRED Research Grant
Faculty Research is defined as research leading to publication or presentation.  

General Conditions
Eligible Applicants:  Proposals are accepted from full-time faculty members, endowed chairs, and research staff on continuing appointment.  The deadline for receipt of proposals (1 copy) for Faculty WIRED Research Grant is 4:30 pm on October 1, 2007 to the Office of Sponsored Programs.  
Background

The overall Mid-Michigan WIRED project has one central objective—to catalyze regional economic transformation.
Fundamentally, the grant aspires to help mid-Michigan firms, inventors, investors, and entrepreneurs reinvent our economy. This means creating new business, better jobs, top-notch talent, and a demand for world-class economic, education and business support services. We plan to do this by fostering innovation wherever we find it, connecting ideas and assets, and engaging people within and across communities.  One way for Mid-Michigan to institutionalize this change is to have colleges and universities actively engage in support of regional entrepreneurship and business diversification.  

Specifically, this grant will support faculty activities designed to 1) Assist existing businesses to identify and cultivate new markets, technology, and products (including exports), 2) Help entrepreneurs with the development and application of new technologies, 3) Support entrepreneurs with research and business services, 4) Increase commercialization of regional intellectual property particularly in new industries (including both university and industry technology transfers) and/or 5) Build curriculum, faculty skills, or other assets that would better support entrepreneurship and regional diversification.

This grant does not support research in all industries. Rather, it is limited to those industries already identified in the grant as providing new-economy jobs in high-growth industries. These industries include: advanced health care, advanced computing and informatics, advanced manufacturing, alternative energy, bio-economy/bio-materials, medical devices, and renewable resources. 
The faculty WIRED research fund can support a variety of projects; we estimate total funding for your college at approximately $125,000 per year for up to two years.  
Directions for Proposal Submission
1. COVER PAGE:  Fill out each item on the cover page.  If a particular item is not applicable write N/A.  The information provided will facilitate project categorization.

2. ABSTRACT:  The abstract will be used to communicate project information to various interested constituencies and should summarize all key elements of the proposal.  It will be used in general University communications and should stand by itself as a separate document.  
3. NARRATIVE OUTLINE 
	Faculty WIRED Research Grant

	a) Goal(s) and Objective(s):  State clearly the research problem/question or creative concept that will be addressed during the period of the proposed project.  Describe clearly how the project’s outcomes will meet WIRED goals (business diversification, entrepreneurship, technology transfer, etc.)


	b) Background and Context:  Describe the relation of the proposed project to the present state of knowledge in the field.  


	c) Significance and Impact:  Provide a description of the importance of the work and its impact upon:
1. Ability to directly create or retain new economy jobs

2. Ability to create useful or proprietary technology for entrepreneurs

3. Dissemination of information to practitioner community

4. Ability to produce appropriate scholarly outcomes (conference presentations publications)
5. Influence on courses or curricula
6. Describe any special qualifications you have that would be advantageous for project completion.


	d) Methods/Procedures/Materials:  Describe in clear and understandable terms the general plan of work to achieve the objective(s).  


	e) Timeline:  Provide an outline of the activities to be carried out during the period of funding for the proposed project and a publication projection within a reasonable period of time after receipt of the award. If additional time beyond the proposed release time is needed, identify how the time will be obtained and funded.  


	f) Describe contingency or alternate plans.


	g) Final Evaluation: Describe how you assessed ongoing project activities and demonstrated that the project met its goals. Describe the anticipated final “product” of the proposed project (i.e. a published work, policy recommendation, body of work for a show or performance, etc.). Describe the publication/ presentation of the findings of the research in a significant refereed journal and/or specific targeted journals or publishers.


	h) References Cited:  List all relevant sources of information.


	i) Budget Justification:  Justify each item in the budget narrative.
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BUDGET GUIDELINES
Note:  
Salary:  Faculty WIRED Research Grant applicants may request financial support for Spring or Summer salary.
Wages for student assistants may be requested. Note the number of hours per week (maximum 40 hours during the spring/summer terms and 20 hours per week during the academic year), rate per hour, and the number of weeks needed.  
Clearly justify need for equipment in terms of project objectives.  Specialized equipment is allowed as it is linked to the grant outcomes.  Current quotes from likely vendors must be scanned and included as part of the budget narrative.  If a yearly service/maintenance agreement is required, the Dean’s email/letter of support must include reference to yearly support for this equipment and be included in the budget narrative.  Purchase of computers strictly for word-processing, instructional, or administrative purposed is not allowed.
Specify the materials and supplies, amount needed, and the cost.  This may include library/data resources, specialized software, such as scientific or statistical software or web development software (site license) as it relates to grant outcomes.
Travel in this grant program is for faculty and student travel to research sites, benchmark facilities, or conferences.  Clearly explain the need for the travel and its relationship to grant outcomes.  To determine the appropriate rates, refer to the SVSU Operations Manual at http://www.svsu.edu/operationsmanual/index.cfm -- airfare, hotel, per diem is allowed; membership dues are not allowed.
Other Costs may include services such as consultant fees, postage, photocopying, computer software, workshop fees; justify each item in the budget narrative as it relates to the grant outcomes.
5. CURRENT CURRICULUM VITAE

Current curriculum vitae, limited to two pages, should include professional experience detailing job experience, research, publications, grants, activities, honors, awards, and committees that are relevant to the project proposed. 

6. APPENDIX 
If applicable, include letters from collaborators/external stakeholders who will be making substantial commitment of time, supplies, or facility use to your project.
FACULTY WIRED RESEARCH FINAL PROJECT REPORT

The report is due 90 days after the completion of the Faculty WIRED Research Grant period.  Email the cover page and your two page final report using the standard font and size, 11pt or larger, with 1” margins.
(1) Describe progress made in meeting the proposal goals and objectives (formative evaluation).  Include an evaluation of the project’s outcomes (summative evaluation) that summarizes the results, findings, and/or conclusions of your project.

(2) Publications list: include all posters, published abstracts, exhibits, or presentations, past, present or pending, that developed from the award, including those prepared by students or others involved in the project; and

(3) List any external funding sought (funded, not funded, or pending) as a result of your award.  Give proposal title, sponsor, and amount requested. 

Faculty WIRED Research Grant
SELECTION PROCESS AND CRITERIA
Your WIRED proposal will be evaluated by its Advisory Board.  Not everyone on the team will be familiar with your research agenda; therefore clear, concise, writing is essential for a successful proposal.  Should you need assistance in developing your application, please contact the Office of Sponsored and Academic Programs Support, 964-4295.
Awards will be based on the quality of the proposal, the service record of the faculty member, and the proposed benefit to the individual, external stakeholder, and the University.  The decision of the Advisory Board is final.  Awards or lack of an award shall not be grievable; appeals are not allowed.  

Evaluation Criteria:  
	Criteria
	Points

	Faculty development – extent to which project will broaden or deepen faculty knowledge in a subject of importance/relevance to the College 
	

	Technology Development – extent to which project will develop useful and/or proprietary technology which can be used by existing businesses or entrepreneurs in job-creating, new-economy businesses
	

	Scholarly outcomes – likelihood that the research project will result in appropriate scholarly outcomes (conference presentations, refereed articles, book chapters, etc) that will improve the credentials and/or reputation of SVSU 
	

	Curriculum development – extent to which project will result in improvements in an existing course, the development of a new course, and/or the development of new curricula that will enhance SVSU’s ability to support businesses engaged in the new-economy
	

	Outreach – extent to which the project engages the regional external stakeholders, i.e. business/entrepreneurship community. (Projects may support the work of a single firm, an industry segment, or the business community at large)
	

	Potential of Principal Investigator likelihood of completing a quality project based on past performance, i.e., research or other relevant records
	

	Quality of the proposal
Goals and objectives

Background and context

Significance and impact

Method/procedures/materials

Timeline

Contingency or alternate plans

Evaluation and outcome

References cited

Budget justification
	

	Total
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